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Kunming, Southwestern Gateway to China 


By Josepu EL Passantixo 


With Hlustrations from Photographs by the Author 


Luv and whtched a 
parade of life, 

The ingenuities of the Chinese are 
many and varied, Their approach to every- 
day tasks often baffles the Western mindl, 
Here on the main street of Kunming, Chi- 
hese terminus of the Stihwell Road + ‘and ot 
the LU. 5. Air Transport Command's famous 

“Hump” route over lofty mountains, was 
proof’ in abundance: 

A shopkeeper squirted water into his mehins 
with a hypodermic needle to increase ther 
weight and price. 

On children’s clothing were quaint open 
seats and fronts, styled for quick gction and 
the elimination of diapers (page 138), 


| STOOD un Chin Pi 


A laborer swung a heavy sledge hammer 


with o flesible bamboo handle, gaining extra 
power with a minimum of force (page 142). 

Qutdoor washttands made their appearance 
wich morning. They were equipped with hot 
water, soap, and towel, which you could use 
for only 350 in inflated Chinese currency, 

Fishing birds perched on their carrying 
poles, én Toute to a new stream for business, 

Coolies carried buckets of the city’s night 
soil out to the farms. 


(Chinn's Military BReanstall 


Such is Kunming today, capital of Yunnan 
Province, military beanstalk city of China 
and southwestern gateway to the Nation by 
air: also ita link with Calcutta, India, and 
Rangoon, Burma (map inset, page 172). 

Five years ago few people would have pre- 
dicted the meteoric rise of this primitive city 
in the destinies of wartime China. Though 
the boom brought on by the war may not 


continue, Ching’s planners have faith in the 
postwar possibilities of Kunming, 

A new hydroelectric plant, financed by the 
Hank of China, is plunned, (Others, out 
of the blueprint state, are being built, New 
mines are being opened and light industry is 
springing up. Impact of modern war left an 
indelible imprint. 

Here in simple squalor lived half a million 
busy Chinese, representing-a cross section from 
every part of Free and Occupied China.t 

There were scholars from Peiping, bankers 
fram Shanghai, merchants from Canton and 
Hong Kong, traders from coastal cities such 
at Swatow and Foochow (Minhow), and busi- 
ness men from Hankow, the great inland port 
on the Yangtse River, 

Here, too, I saw Mino tribespeople in 
curious black dress, They are looked down 
upon by the Chinese and usually perform only 
menial tasks, French colonial troops, who 
had walked out of French Indochina, saun- 
tered along smoking American cigarettes and 
talking rapidly between puifs: And then there 
were shy Lolo tribesmen from Sikang Province 
and the Tibetan border. 

The “Westernized” Chinese made 4” strange 
contrast with the begywarly appearance of the 
native Ronming population. They said frankly 

* The auther, formerly o Fire. Dleutenant, U §. 
Army Signal Corps. saw 16 months of continuous scrv- 
ice with various pholo units in (hing, His hoadquar- 
bers were principally in Kunming. 

(See “Stilwell Koad—Land HKowte to Chin,” by 
Nelson Gront Tayman, NAtiosar Urocarn ALaca- 
zn, June, 1945, 

ace “(China (yess Aer Wild West (Yunnan), hy 
Owen Lattimore, Nartuvac Garsoearumic -MLAGADINE, 


september, 10422 and “6.000 Biles over the Roads of 
Free China," by Josephine A. Brown, March, 1944. 
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Por Children's Trousers, [t's Always Open Season in Kunming 


This little fellow bs rizht in sivle aa he Wao tn 


lo the west front 

that they were jusi as amazed at the sennii- 
ness of western China as were American 
troops visiting the Orient for the first tine. 

This absence of understanding hetween east- 
ern and western China is not due to a Jack 
of interest on the part of the people, but 
because communications in China have been 
The couniry is big, the races are 
few, the rolling stock pitifully inadequate, 
Telephone lines between cast and west are 
undependahie, ane! matl is painfully slew. 

The nearest railroad to. Kunming from enst- 
ern China reached a point about 300° miles 
away, In the Province of Aeweichow. Students 
wonder whether it will ever be pushed farther 
land 

One from the Gulf of Tonkin, to the south, 
has been partiolly dismantled, When the Japs 
cul this omajor lifeline in f240, China became 
dependent upon the Burma Read 


i | AMT. 


(ecography Favors Air Transport 


The Province of Yunnan is almost entirely 
rwiuntainows. [tis the southwestermmost prov. 
ince of China proper, bounded on the north by 
Sikine on the east by Rweichow and Kwangsi 
Provinces, on the south by the treacherous 
country alone the [nddchina border, and on 
the west by the mighty mountains of Burma. 


i. 
figin a. thore 
And tice 


entrance, Chinese children wear pants slit 
AVINE me pod bipers, 


Ios quetionnble whether a tail line to 
distant Kunming. could ever be made to pay, 
for the geography of (hing favors air trans- 
port. China may skip the railroad age anid 
concentrate instead on air lines and huge past- 
war cargo planes, 

The importance of wattime Kunming as the 
unofficial military capital of Free China was 
as much attributable to its fine weather as to 
any other single factor, Without the blue, 
Clourless skies of Kunming plateau, the famed 
Air ‘Transport Command would have been 
hard put to Tift its 50,000-ton monthly quota 
over the Hump," 

The round-the-clock stream of supplies that 
huge transports set down on Kunming field 
not only helped keep Ching in the war but 
actually permitted the Chinese armies to carry 
om timited oifensives against the Japs. 

When ATC pilots lifted their big planes off 
the ground from bases in Assam Province, m 
northeastern India, for the treacherous 524- 
mile sky rowte over the Hump into China, 
they were practically assured that Kunming 
Held would not be “tlosed in.” 

In contrast to the uncertain went 
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* Se “Amen Wings Sane Around the World," by 
Donald A. Agnew ancl William-A. Kinney, Nariicval 
DMOnAriiC Miatazivn, Joly, 1943, 
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Feedmzé Noodles to Baby 


fy pativn? use oi 


chopetecks. the old one succes 


Aalby's Bureemipal 


the Hump, with ite bitter cold forming elan- 
perous ice formations on the wings one [ts 
violent LOGmike gales: tossing the planes about 
like matchsticks, the “high ceiling” and tran- 
quil sunshine of Kunming plateau gave 
welcome relief to tired crews and nervous 





acer. 
Cdiristons Is- Independence: Day 


Lecerry lpeee a5 egeh 
lndependence [Dany i 


vear 738 celebrated a 
Kunming, for tt wus 
on this day in 1914 that the Province of 
Yunnan announced its separation from the 
Chinese Empire, Every yea 
Independence Day, the Chinese in Kunming 
hove staged celebratians of such colossal] size 
are! intense feryor 
niles around to witness them 
Few celebrations in Ching, even during 
peacetime, can compare with Independence 
Day on Chin Fi Lu, ‘The enormous crowds 
are closely packed across the thoroughfare. 
Traftic through the city is completely snarled 
During the war it mattered not to the delirious 
(timese that much of the trafic was convoys 
f PITT Moving towbnd thi 


tite & then, on 
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ford sun 


1s the huge : 
of Chinese celebrations, appear, Oriental bands 


front. 
Min-iorme monsters; so typical 


Beiting: wll the 


[s Orest-grandmothers Slow and Slippers Job 


arecods food mip the coils marth 


Ca ts Onin with embroidery nnd apevlicpeced chee 


blare forth shrill music, and the happy crowds 
help frighten away | lighting 
huce Dumohes of éarsplittiing firecnckers 

Important merchants along the main street 
wing a few thowsand firecrackers above the 

As the hated monsters-approach, the 

frecrackers aré set off Phe ‘tesulting din, 
together with the dense smoke ond acrid oder. 
stirs the monsters who, after a bitter struggic. 
“Tote face” and back 

Ptom rodltops and windows, from crude 
stome steps and rickety balconies, Chinese 
itistle each other for a better look, Diw 
in the street litle boys and girls climb the 
flimsy swaying trees that line Chin Pi Lu 
and enjoy ringside seals al no extra coat, 

This 1s the only day of the veur which the 
industrious Chinese here celebrate so enthusi- 
istically and completely, for such is the eco 
nomic pressure, brought on by spiraling infia- 
Lion, that there i litth time in Ruomming for 
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Two Mammoth Arches 

To me the most unforréettable sizht-on Chim 
arches with their 

cumint architecture, impressive tiled roofs, ard 
elitterinr [ 


7 | 
nainterl ooic] 


Pi Lu is two massive stone 


Chinese lettering of gold 
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Kunming, Southwestern Gateway to China 


These huge structures, situated ol the west- 

ern end of the street, are another reminder to 
the Westerner of the Chinese flair for build- 
ing the ornate and the pretentious. 
great mass seems to represent a kind of power 
which might be symbolic of the potential 
strength of the China of the future. 
— The arch of Pi Chih, the jade chicken of 
Chinews mythology, faces Pi Chih) mountain 
from which it gets its nome, while the arch of 
Chin Ma, the fabled golden horse of antiquity, 
faces wreed gets its name from Chin Ma moun- 
tain. 

The main street derives its name irom the 
first name of each arch, “Chin” and “TL " 
The word fv in Chinese means “street.” 

Throwch the-shadows cast by these arches 
ewarms the restless, noisy traffic of busy Kun- 
ming (Pintes ITI, X). . 

Tt %& said that once each year, in. October, 
oe. shadow of one arch, cast by the moon, 

and the shadow of the other, cast by the sun, 
will meet in the street at a point exactly 
idway between both arches. According to 
tradition, farmers call this the midautumn 
festival of the lunar calendar, and they be- 
lieve that at this time of the year the moon 
over China is at its brightest, 


Red Cross Building Hub for Gis 

Down toward the eastern end of the city, 
at the junction of the main street and “Cir- 
cular” Roa, rises an incongruous five-story 
“ekyscraper” known as the Alliance Building. 
Here was housed during the war the most 
elaborate Red Crose installation in all China, 
Burma, or India—a mammoth extruvaganza 
appropriately called the Town (lub, 

The complex social life of Kunming, with 
its pretty non-Enelish-speaking giris and its 
hordes of nen-Chinese-spraking GIs, revolved 
ata dizzy pace around this natural hub, and 
it is no military secret that the Town Club 

wis perhaps the greatest single morale-build- 
ing factor to be found in China, Here goorl 
food, good fellowship, music, entertainment, 
ames; books, dancing, canel Stateside -atmas- 
phere helped homesick Gls while away long, 
lonely evenings. 

Lf vou sank into.one of the deep chairs and 
hrowsed through a good book while a hostess 
served you American coffee and doughnuts, or 
if you rested your head back and listened to 
recordings of the world's finest symphonic 
music as you blew smake pufis toward the 
ceiling, you had a hard time believing you 
ever Jeft home. 

But asthe evening ended and you stepped 
out into the street, this curious feeling was 
suddenly dispelled, for there is nothing in 
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Anwrica that even vaguely resembles the 
colorful coolies in. their cartwheel hats, the 
lumbering water buffaloes pulling heavy linac, 
at blowmtrousered old women shambling along 
with bound feet, 

Seldam has a city been so heavily exposed 
to Western ideas and paraphernalia nd yet 
absorbed so little as has Kunming. The few 
midciern buildings spotted carelessly through- 
out the city stick out incongruously among 
medieval moon gates, romantic pagodas, andl 
curved roufs, but this functional Western 
architecture which is slowly changing the skv- 
line has left unchanged the pathetic, disease 
ridden squalor of Kurmings endless alleys 
and narrow, twisting Streets. 

It has often been written that there is no 
way to describe the odors of the Orient. Kun- 
ming has no sewage system and no plumbing, 
and often human excrement lies in cesspools 
for weeks, giving off sonse-deadening odors and 
serving as a breeding ground for diseases, 

In these abject surmuindings Chinese chil- 
dren play and grow, When they are five years 
dll, boys and girls alike build shoe-shine 
boxes and set up business on the main street, 
where they plead with Gis to have a shine. 

No one in Kunming is sure just what the 
death rate from disease is, but. numerinis 
bodies are daily hauled through the streets 
on carrying poles, head! and feet sticking out 
grotesyuely from crude bamboo matting. 

Night Life in Kunming 

Probably every American or European who 
came to Kunming inevitably mace at least 
one visit to the United Nations Club, Like 
the temples of West Mountain (Plate T and 
pages 156, 160), the United Nations Club i 
practically a must for the visitor. 

I chose a nice warm evening in the sarmmer 
of 1944 for my debut into the cafe society of 
Kunming. After shining my shoes arid don- 
ning my newest uniform, I drove downtown 
in a jeep 

When you drive through Kunming’s mar- 
row streets at night, the sensation is one of 
threading vour way along, for humanity is 
everywhere. Mony of the people are not yet 
accustomed to the “devil machines” that 
travel as if by magic. 

When I reached the club, 1 found a parking 
lot almost filled with vehicles which were all 
of the same size, shape, ond color as my own. 
T knew that Gis, uncer the stimulus of c#img 
pow juice (page 144), might even mistake one 
house for another: so, to make sure my jeep 
wouldn't be driven away, I took the rotor out, 
pulled some of the wires from the distributor 
cap, and entered the club, 
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A Flexible Bamboo Handle Adds Force to Sled¢ge-hamimer Blows 


Donec divice equines’ practice and Vang i 


| er i _ ia Webtwtwul F F dF 
is much bonecr than the convintionul handel 


Liter paying a nominal entrance fee, | 
worked my way past a couple of MIPS to 
the door of the main room where a 
of ls were trying to converse with 
Chinese pith, who Seen 
nclerstiid 


[ went gcros 


From 
three 
Very fnxious to 
s the rather laree, high-ceilinged 
room to the bar, orderec wink, ancl 
luke) around. Just in front of me was the 
dance floor: to the right there were twenty or 
thirty tables at which (rls were senter with 
antl ta the lett was the orchestra 
The orchestra consisted of Six wssortetl 
from three or four countries, and 
they made sounded like six. cit- 
four otter 
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ho had had one of two 


Ones, (Chinese giris, who didn’'l 
understand American dancing rh 
music tade litth difference, but it did serve 
io provide a break from the monotony of 


drinking Taw satz Scotch, 


“short 


hod to the 
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Flirtations went on much as they would in 
America. Gils irted from the tar 
baloony built in borseshor shape overlooking 
the main wloor, gcross tables, and over 
anolhers shoulcers. 

When a girl was especially pretty or chorm- 
mf, a Gl often offered ta take her home 
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Cine Sinect for Begsars, Ohne for Tanks 


Kunming has 
where bliesclod old women with leathery faces 
and gnuitled hands sell lowers to ssphisticaterd 
Chinese and flower-loving Americans snd 
Furopeans, There is also a street of begears, 
where pitiful human beings with misshapen 
bihies dint sunken checks ond eres matiagé 


snamenow to live and hee 


Beg : ' ee 
all Ct eS Le PewerD: CITcCie 


There is a street of atonement, where people 
will crawl for blocks-on their hands waned knees, 
stopping every few yards to lift a prayer 
howard. the There are streets for pie 
mictions and for prostitutes: there is one for 


DAnKS, Gnd another calhel “rickslurniw, where 
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Cormorants Live for Fish to Feed Their Masters and Themselves 


Perched on a sampan in the Rummitg canal, these birds sight fieh ond give chose for 50. feet under 


whier, Serallowing is prevented by 


eamoved anal the bird is alowed to eal it 


aricksha can be hired at any hour of the dav 
or ment (pace [35 | 


Comecras: Sald-in “Thiewes® Market” 


And) there i6 fantastic ‘Thieves’ Marke 
where stolen gimeracks of ‘every description 
are put on display to attract the passer-by, 
If he proves to be a solid citizen fe will be 
shown a hot litth: item such asa Leica camera, 
ordi radio, or 2 portable typewriter stolen from 
aomecnie only the day before, 

On GT Street,” so called because of the 
Tatty 40s it attracted, are clnens of binv shape 
crammed with Szechwan silks, Chengtu silver 
Foochow lacquer, Tali marble, Burmese chops 
(seals), plus innumerable artificial products 
ind] souvenirs whose striking resemblance to 
the genuine often fools even the connoesenr, 

More than one person has carefully exan- 
med the cork and seal of o bottle of Seotch, 
then paid $30 U.S. for it, without ever diz 





i metal ring srourd| the cormmorant’s throat, 
relict ml its 17] re eT [ hie bums is pt opeide iawn ana sha lowest the fiah i repr 
power (peg If) 


Lhokting, the bird serch 
Cn the seventh ciich the nme is 


covering that the original liquor was drained 
out Via two small holes drilled im the teottoim 
Of the bottle and replaced with a more or less 
exact facsimile of Scotch, made locally, 

Qn thes street vou could buy a bar of Lux 
or Palmolive-saap for $2 U. 5. a [0-cent lip- 
stick for 32.90, a botthe of Cheap nail polish 
for M4 ond 9 carton. of anv brand of American 
cigurettes for 312. A pood fountain pen may 
have cost 390 or more, a reatunnbly good 
watch over $200, and a German-made minia- 
lure camera around $500, allin U.S. currency. 

With Amencan prevhicts selling. for such 
hich prices, stealing became o major problem 
in Kunming: The average codlie could make 
six months’ wages on the sale af a single tire, 
drum of gas, or. a few cases of fool, and he 
cotthd retire for life if he could get away with 
a b.&. Anny jeep. But if the temptation 
to steo] was great, the punishment was Swill 
and sure. ‘The thie koew beforehand that 
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ii he was caught he could expect no trial, no 
counsel, no mercy, only ruthless punishment 
in its most elementary form. 

The war and the sealing of the Burma Read 
for almost three years more than trebled the 
number of wine and Hquer stores in Kunming. 

Here bottles of unaged rice of grape wine, 
synthetic brandy, or raw ersatz Scotch were 
sold ta thirsty, homesick men at prices begin- 
ning around 33,000 Chinese. The famous 
antipersonnel drink of Kunming, knowin as 
ching peo (nir-raid) jwice, sold for sarqunid 
4,000 4 bottle, 

All of these drinks have « uniformly bad 
taste, a blinding potency, and a hitter ‘qiter: 
elect. But Chinese seldom drink except at 
meals, and vou rately see a drunken Chinese 
on the streets, tor this sort of thing is frowned 
upon im Kunming. 

Because of its unusunl location in western 
China, in comparative proximity to French 
Indochina, Burma, and Tndin, Kunming has 
had an interesting financial history. Until as 
recently as forty years ago there wis no pa 
money of any kind in Kunming and few coins, 
the standard mediwm of barter beeing silver 
bullion, 

In 1911 the first paper currency: appeared 
on the streets in the form of Yunnan pro- 
vincial notes, but shortly afterwards there 
began prolonged civil strife. This would 
have resulted in the overthrow of Yuan Sbhih- 
Esl had he not died on June 6, 116. 

During the struggle the value of provincial 
currency declined steadily until in 1929 the 
exchatige was ten provincial dollars for one 
dollar of rit ional currency, From time to 
time gold coins have appeared In Kunming, 
but with the rapid rise in the price of gold, 
they quickly disappeared as craity Chinese 
melted them down for resale as bullion. 

Black Murket Accepts Gold Standard 

For many years the pilaster of Indochina 
wis the only recognized foreign currency in 
Kunming, but with the opening of the Stilwell 
Road the rupee increased in importance, As 
war came to western China and American 
troops brouvht new wealth to Kunming, gold 
became the standard yardstick in the city’s 
black markets, 

During the war hundreds of moneyv-changers 
walked the streets, ancl in the space of a single 
block it was not unusual for an American 
soldier to hear the familiar “Changee money?” 
ten times or more from as many different 
Chinese who carry on their trade openly and 
without fear. 

These enterprising “hawkers” will usually 
either buy or sell American dollars or Indian 
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Fupees, and they quote you the hourly price 
in terms of Chinese currency as accurately 
as if they were reading from a ticker tape. 

it was persistently rumored that a large per- 
centage of the rupees anc American dollars 
bowcht by the Chinese on the streets of Kun- 
ming found their way into the hands of the 
Japanese, who used the rupees for trading 
with [ndiin merchants and the American cur 
rency for paving off secret agents working in 
foreign countries, 

Near the close of 1945, one American dollar 
browgeht 1,200 Chinese dollars, while only 





a vear before the exchange was 180 to 1. 


Thus in the space of twelve months the cost 
of living index in Kunming went up almost 
600 percent, | 

As in other parts of Ching, the heaviest 
impact of this runaway inflation was felt by 
the white-collar class—the @overoment em- 
plovees, bank clerks, university professors— 
whose pay increases lageed. far behinc aky- 
rocketing prices. Tronically, the illiterate 
ricksha coolie became a man of means, for 
it Was a COMMON oecUtrence Lo see him pocket 
$5,000 or 36,000 for a day's work. 


Money Changing « Test of Nerves 


T shall never forget my first experience in 
changing money. 1 had just arrived in Kuun- 
ming, and the * ‘tocker room’ lawyers informed 
me that the only way to exchange money 
wis to deal direct, as the rates were much 
better. 

With too much curiosity for my own good, 
and with 50 American dollars in my jeans, T 
shopped for money. The “lawyers” had told 
me they “were gettme 200 to 1,” so when the 
first money-changer offered me 180, | brushed 
him off. Around the corner | was approached 
by a wizened litthe character who offered 180 
and went to 190 before I could even answer 
him. 1 also ignored hit. 

Before T had proceeded much farther, a tall, 
vaunt Chinese with narrow slits for eves, a 
small teard, and a sickening grin, sidled wp 
tame. AS he brushed my side, he whispered 
softly, “Two hundred.” 

Here was my man at last. 1 took out my 
bankroll and started ta count H. “No, no, 
no,” he motioned, and beckoned me to follow 
him. | assumed he was worried at this display 
and wanted to go into some convenient store 
or allevway. I followed, 

We turned off Chin Fi Lu clown a narrow 
winding street. After about fifty yards we 
turned into a stinking little alley barely three 
feet wide. T was plainly worried. 

Occasionally the tall, gaunt character would 
lock bark over his ehoulder to be sure T was 
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Kunming, Southwestern Gateway to China 


still following, and always he would give me 
that same sick smile. The sight of his face 
made me cringe, I didn't like him. 

At the end of the alley we came to a small 
open compound, We crossed it, went into 
& rather dilapidated two-story frame house, 
up one flight of stairs, and to the rear, Softly 
he opened a door and beckoned me to go. in. 
Hy this time | was moving on nerve alone 
and 1 just couldn't say no, even though | 
felt like calling? the whole deal off. 

The room was small and very dark. Furni- 
lure consisted of one table, about six chairs, 
and off in a corner, a crode-looking sie, 
Four hawk-eyed Chinese with long coats and 
long fingernails sat around the table. They 
acknowledged my entrance with their ewes, but 
nithing was said. Somehow 1 got Inte-a chair, 

I assumed the thing to do wis to take out 
my money again, All watched me carefully 
as T counted it before me. Then one of them 
withdrew to the safe, took out a package of 
money, and, coming around behind me, 
handed it to me over my shoulder, At this 
point | was ready to jump up and start swing- 
ing, but T held on just a litle longer, 

I looked back, thanked the man who had 
given me the package, rose-slowly, and, bow- 
ing to everyone, backed toward the door. All 
the Chinese got up and bowed back to me. 
| forced a smile, then turned rather abruptly 
ta go out and bumped! info my tall, gaunt 
friend, He begged my pardon most profusely, 
stepped aside, and T went out. 1 didn’t stop 
running until | reached the main pir again. 


Running (enter of Farming Area 

For centuries the entiré Province of Yunnan, 
including the more than milée-high city of 
Kunming, was considered a penal colony, and 
palitical despots and war lords found it con- 
venient to banish their enemies to this remote 
partof China. Here barbarians, former crimi- 
nale, and undesirables from all over China 
have wager a ceaseless etrumele against the 
land, for the people ore predominantly farmers, 

Shabby Kunming ts the natural hub of all 
this farming aetivity, Peasants from a hun- 
dred miles around make periodic Junkets to 
the city on foot, leading pack trains of Mon- 
wilian pontes laden with food and handicrafts 
to be sold in the markets for the wildly fiue- 
tuating Chinese dollar, 

Unlike the American farmer, the Yunnan 
tiller of the soil does not ve on his farm 
but in-a village in the center of a cluster of 
farms, This system of community farming 
has helped develop a simple culture of which 
the western Chinese might well be proud. 

The typical Yunnan peasant owns a small 
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piece Of land which has been willed to him 
by his father and which, more often than not, 
is situated on the side of a steep hill, But 
this poses no great peohlem to the ingenlows 
Chinese, who were among the world’s first to 
become ‘highly skilled in terraced farming. 

Only recently have some of the Western 
countries realized the tportance of terraced 
farming i in techicing soil erosion and increas- 
ing the amount of land that could be brought 
under cultivation.” 

The Chinese farmer is an expert in his 
field. He knows: crops, fertilizer, soll, andl 
plant diseases; He knows how to fight floods 
and locusts and the ravages of weather, but 
he has come by this knowledge so naturally 
that he never allows himself to think that 
he is as much a master at his trade as a great 


surgeon is in the field of medicine, 


Peasants Resigned, but Happy 


These peasants have a simple philosophy. 
They have come to terms with life. They 
realize that life has been repeating itself in 
the sume way for thousands of years, and that 
there is no reason to believe there will be 
any great changes in their lifetime. They 
do not expect to inherit a fortune overnight. 

They are resigned to a lifetime of unending 
drudgery, but they are proud of their ability 
to work long hours. They are happy if 
they can produce pood crops and good chil 
dren, for crops are food and barter, ane chil- 
dren are insurance for the future and a 
comfortable ald age. 

The Chinese farmer appreciates the value of 
education, but there is seldom money enough. 
Writing the Chinese language is difficult, and 
lang before the child can hope to otster it be 
is needed for work on the farm. : 

Vel, in spite of the economic pressure which 
hounds him continually, the Yunnan farmer 
is a happy individual, He has a keen sense 
ef values and be appreciates a good joke, 
He shuns backslapping, and is always anxious 
to cooperate with action rather than with 
words, He believes in moderation in all 
things, he is devoted to his family, and he 
guards jealously the fine reputation he en- 
jovs in his community, 

‘These are the people who fed and keep 
alive the population of crowded Kunming. 
With the advent of American forces into this 
busy metropolis, the role of the farmer steadily 


*Ser “China Fights Erosion with U. &. Aid." by 
Walter C. Lowdermilk, Naniowa Grocnarawe Mana- 
mink, June, 1945; and “Exploring a Grass Wonder- 
lane of Wikd West China.” by Ray G. Johnson, June, 
1944, 
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Local procurement saved valuable Hunip 
tonnage needed for gas and ammunition to 
help fight Japan. [1 is to the etertiil credit 
of the farmers of Yurnan that they have been 
able to meet the food demands of a population 
which quadrupled in the war years. 

From the air, Kunming, like many other 
Chinese cities, seems to be the hub of con- 
cenine rings of varving shades of green 
counirvsite, The heaviest growth and the 
deepest shade- of preen is fount nearest the 
city, because bere Kunming's homan excre- 
ment is more readily ibtainable for use as 
fertilizer, 

As the cistance from the city increase, 
the price of fertilizer rises proportionately, 
the yield per acre drops, the countryside ap- 
pears les green. Dottine the landscare at 
regular intervals are the small firming villawes 
which are the backkone of the Province of 
Yunnan, 

Trucks Sear Stilwell Road 


The many roads that Jead into Kunming: 


are uniformly poor, Ewen the Stilwell Road 
today shows the terrible wear caused by end- 
less pounding from U, §. truck convoys. 
The dirt and. gravel construction has little 
Tesistance to the ravages of wenther: Alter- 
nate periods of heat and rain, together with 
heavy traffic, cause either deep pits or a gen- 
era] furmapitiess which gave our Army Truns- 
portation Corps men the sensation af ricling 
over a Washboard, 

Giver these same toads moves also the me- 
dieval traffie af Vunnan—the stolid, clumsy 
water buifalo pulling rickety wooden-wheeled 
carts, the jl-shod Mongolian ponies laboring 
under heavy packs, and the eweating coolie 
bearing his load on ayeless carrving poles and 
rhythmically shuffling along to the tune of an 
ald sang which he hums to himself, 

Oocastimnally a Chinese trock, long since 
converted to burn coke instead of gasoline, 
will chug by with a Joad of vegetables or hay 
of salt. One of the most familiar sights in 
Yunnan is that of a Chinese truck. parked 
by a roadside, half of its motor dismantled, 
as the driver searches for the root of the 
irouble. 

These vehicles, ranging in age up to twenty 
years, are of original American manufacture, 
and their present grotesque appearance is the 
result of Chinese-made fenders, bewdies, cabs, 
amd the bizarre coke-burning system which 
spotits fame and smoke like a small Ioco- 
motive (opposite page}, 

The Chinese who operate these trucks are 
net onky expert drivers but mechanical wiz- 
ards, for there are no roaéside-repair stations 
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in Yunnan. Tn spite of this technical skill, 
mast drivers ate poorly paid. 

It is not uncommon to see a truckload of 
veretahlies proceeding down the road with 20 
or 30 passengers sitting atop the vegetables. 
The iriver charges a small fare for this serv- 
ice anid] so manages to keep up with skyrocket- 
Ing Komming prices. 

Another favorite practice on alechol-burning 
vehicles 3 to shut the moter off on every dewn- 
grade amd throw the vehicle out of gear. The 
fuel saved by this coasting method is sold 
by the driver at the end af his run, while the 
passengers light up cigarettes to calm their 
nerves after the hair-raising experience. 

The bus system of Kunming consists of 
small pony-drawn wagons seating about nine 
persons (Plate AV). Often, to make room for 
an extra fare, the driver will dismount from 
the vehicle and run alongside bis pony from 
one end of town th the other, These small 

rimitive wagons have excellent rubber tires: 

When people in America were searching in 
vain for tires, this distant backward province 
in China had more than enough. 

Before the Burma Road closed in 1942, a 
provincial war lord decreed that no bus would 
be permitted to operate without rubber tires, 
Bus owners scurried to buy tires and learned 
liter that the war Jord himself was importing 
the tires from Rangoon, Since these tires 
are subject ta litde welght and comparatively 
no frictlon, they last indefinitely, Even today, 
many tires look brand-new. 

Kunming Still Depends on Hickshas 

But this bus system operates mainly along 
Chin Pi Lu, “All Iateral hauls are dependent 
upon the ageless rickshas of the Orient, ca- 
pable of moving anything from housefurnish- 
ines aml gimecracks to luscious-looking Chi- 
nese girls whose split skirts and bare thighs 
strain Western evesight, 

Many of the prostitutes of wide-open Run- 
ming ride about the city in tickshas, casting 
anxious glances toward prospective customers, 
These girls-are usually well dressed and well 
groomed, As often 45 not, they are unusially 
attractive to bewildered Occidentals, who will 
gaze after them unnushamediy. Most Chinese 


nen won't $0 muchas nutice any woman tn- 


less She 6 oF friend or relative, 

Afany sophisticated (Chinese consider nll 
Westerners as barbarians, who haye never 
taken the time to. learn mood manners, «i- 
plomacy, and decorum. Whether rich or poor, 
a Chinese has an unparalleled gracious mndd- 
esty. He will let you talk on a subject for 
hours, even though he himself may be far 
hetter informed an it, 
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The canal serves aso watering station for 
horses, pigs, and water buffaloes; os an irri- 
fution system for the many paddy fields on 
either side; pnd asa ready source of water for 
the making of the crude mud and straw bricks 
of which about 90 percent-of Kunming’s homes 
are constructed, 

Perhaps the most interesting ani colorful 
sight on the canal is that of the tisherman 
with his quaint fishing birds (page 143). The 
appearance and antics of these sleek, oversized 
black cormorants never fail to attract a cuori- 
ous ddience. | 

As the sampan is slowly maneyvered along, 
the shar-eved birds, fast swimmers under 
water, perch on the front end ready for busi- 
ness, When a fish is sighted, one or more of 
the birds will dive in and give chase under 
water for fifty feet or more, usually coming 
up with the quarry. 

The birds of course would gulp the fish 
right down, but the fisherman is in business 
mul he qin't make profit this way. To ensure 
t livelihood for himself, he keeps a small brass 
ring at the base of each bird's neck so that, 
when a fish is swallowed, it can get no farther 
than the ring. With a fish stuck -in its throat, 
the bird is: in obvious distress. Tt wanddles 
over to is master, who turns it upside down 
and shakes it over o basket until the still-live 
fish is disgorzed, 

The disgruntled bird then goes back to its 
work, bot with uniliminished interest. It 
seems to know that, on its seventh catch, its 
master will remove the metal ring and allow 
the fish to be swallowed. 


Temples of the Western Cloud 


On the western fringe of picturesque Kun- 
ming plateau, surrounding the beautiful waters 
of Kunming lake, is mighty West Mountain, 
High up in these rugged peaks the Chinese of 
over len centuries age constrocted the famous 
and beautiful temples of the Western Cloud, 

This series, mumbering twenty of more, 
hangs precipitously along the jagged moun- 
tain, The temples are accessible to each other 
only by endless stone steps and winding stone 
paths hacked aut of the mountainside (poate 
F536). 

As the breathless wisitor works his wv 
along in the §,000-foot altitude, he suddenly 
comes upon a flower-covered pool set in the 
midst of two or more golden-roofed temples 
before a densely woored backdrop, The sense 
of studied fitness, of order, is most profound, 
for here the man-made has come to terms with 
Nature, and the compromise between the na- 
tural and the artificial is Inspiring. 

Throughout her long history China has pro- 
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duced vreat philosophers, exquisite paintings, 
lovely porcelain, and expert craftsmen, and 
among the teraples of (he Western Cloud can 
be found still further examples of their infi- 
nite patience and fine esthetic sense. | 

Many of the huge gold Buddhas are works 
of art, and the temples themselves, with 
their multicolored tilework, ornate doars, and 
carved granite columns, are silent testimony to 
the genius of the race (Fate J). 

The familiar curved roofs on Chinese tem- 


ples, pagodas, and arches are not only beauti- 


ful but functional, for they keep out the high, 


hot sun of summer and admit the low sun 
that shines during winter months, 

To the Chinese, gach of these stone, clay, 
nnd granite figures has a deep significance. 
Tablets set forth teachings of Buddha and 
Chinese philosophers. 

Far up ina litte wooded mountain gorge, 
amid a scattering of ancient pines, an incon- 
spicuous two-story temple houses cthowsancls 
upon thousands of rare books on medicine, 
science, mathematics, geopolitics, sociology, 
art. literature, und history, Here, too, are 
uncounted manuscripts, documents, and files, 
some printed cin silk and bambeu, others on 
flimsy rice paper and porous newsprint, 

These educational treasures, salvawed from 
the great eastern universities overrun by the 
Japanese, were hauled thousands of miles 
across China by pony cart, river boat, and 
human carrier, to find haven na stone-vaulted 
mountain temple $,000 feet above the sea. 

Here on neat, orderly shelves, which are 
Cleaned and dusted regularly, lies endless 
knowledge, putienth waiting for scholars whe 
ance again will have time to avail themselves 
of this treasure-trove, 

A long, steep gallery cut from solid rock 
learls to the highest point among the temples. 
At regular intervals small windows have been 
carved out of the stone, permitting visitors 
a Sweeping view of beautiful Kunming lake 
and the surrourvling countryside. 

Legend tells that this entire gallery with 
its crude stone steps am? quaint stone Buddhas 
is the work of a single monk who patiently 
labored at his task for nine years, Today 
many monks live at the temples, and their 
somber appearince as they worship their 
Buddhist god is a source of intense curinsity 
lo endlext streams of visitors, | 

Tronically, the Province of Yunnan, for all 
its medieval backwardness, holds perhaps 
more natural resources than any other prov- 
Ince in China proper. Only Inck of power 
and modern machinery has retarded the de- 
velopment of huge stores of tin, iran, coal, 
lead, and copper. 
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The Whole Family Operates « Small Kunming “General Store” 


“Poonuts! Peanuts! Fresh-rousted Peanuts" 
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Across Tibet from India to China 


By La. Cor. In Torsroy, AUS 


looked grimmer diay by day to the Allies, 

and the Burma Road was lost, J was given 
the assignment of crossing Tibet from India 
to China, The venture, which was primarily 
to discover wavs and routes of transporting 
supplies to China, was under the auspices of 
the Office of Strategic Services. 

‘(Given the choige of voing alon# or taking 
along a unit of personally picked men, I 
selected 4s my companion Capt. Brooke 
Dolan, 24,* whe was then anchored tu an 
Army Air Forces desk in Washington and 
Was custing an ¢ager eye around for overseas 
tluty, The mission, I felt, would have a better 
chance of success 1f shared by two men. If 
ane was Inst, the other might get throuh. 


President Roosevelt Greets the Dalai Lama 


Since Tibet proper fs closed to all visitors, 
no permits to enter could be obtained in the 
United States. The best passport available 
for the trip was a letter from President Roose- 
velt to the Dalai Lama of Tibet. This we 
were to carry, together with the customary 
vifts to His Holiness and other officials in 
Lhasa (page 171}. 

On cur departure from Washington by air 
in July, Col, (later Major General) “Wild 
Bill” Donovan, Directer of OSS, bade ts 


I: THE SPRING of 1942, when the war 


“Keep in touch if you can"—a hard task since 


radio equipment compact enough to carry on 
such -a trip was not procurable at. the time. 

We carmed 290 pounds of eqjuipment, in- 
Chiding vital instruments, cameras, film, etc., 
and 27 pounds each of personal belongings. 
In thos days before the Air Transport Corm- 
mand was fully developed, bucket seats on 
planes were luxuries, and we slept on some 
of Our cargo, 

Arriving in Dethi, we reported to Lt. Gen. 
(now General) Joseph W. Stilwell, who, was 
then China-Burma-India Theater commanier. 
His rear echelon headquarters occupied only 
one wing of the Imperial Hotel in New Delhi, 
though it was the nucleus of the CBT forces, 

In our negotiations with the Tibetans 
through the British Government offices ‘in 
India, we were aided by. Col. (later Brig, Gen.) 
Russell A. Qsmun, USA; Capt. (later Lt. Cal.) 
Charles Suydam Cutting, AUS, an ardent stu- 
dent of Tibet who had been to Lhasa twice in 
previous years;? and George R. Merrill, Secre- 
tary af the U. 5. Miesion at New Delhi. 

The success of the negotiations was due in 
part also to the warm support and assistance 


of O. K, Carve, Secretary of External Affairs 
of the Government of India: Sir Basil John 
Gould, Political Officer for Sikkim and British 
Representative for Bhutan and Tibet: and 
Frank Ludlow, Additional Hritish Political 
Officer for the same region, who at the time 
was already in Lhasa (page 179). 

While arrangements with Lhasa were under 
wav by British wireless, Brooke and 1 pre- 
pared for the trip (map, page 172). 

India was in turmoil, There was rioting 
in the streets of Delhi, anil the city was de 
cloned out of bounds. Finally, however, we 
were given a jeep with permission to go 
wherever we wished, and we darted around 
old and New Delhit obtaining all needed 
ig and equipment with the exception of 

a compact radio receiving. set 

At the end of September, 1942, we were 
pranted permission to pico as dar ts Lhasa, 
Our prospects of going on from Lhasa to 
China looked exceedingly doultiul, 


Vinegar Joe” Stilwell's Best Wishes 


Kefore our departure General Stilwell found 
time to call us in and bid us Go 
perfect Chinese, Late at night we S ktrugeled 
Into Our compartment on a train swarming 
with Hindus and troops. Our quarters were 
ao jammed with thirty-odd bees of equip- 
ment, all packed in Sonia ners for pack- 
animal transport, that we had to sit on some 
of the cases. Luckily our train got through 
safely to Calcutta; the one behind us was 
derailed! by rebels, 

An overnight train took us on to Siliguri. 
There we were met by Sandup, a 24-year-old 
Tibetan who had studied in English schools 
In India -and was one of the post managers 
of the Tibetan telephone and telegraph line 
between Lhasa and India, He was to be our 
Number 1 man and interpreter on the journey 
to Lhasa and during our stay there. 

With our gear piled into some aging touring 
Fords, we started a 7O-mile climb throwh 
the lush vegetation of the Himalayan foothills 
into the State of Sikkim, The road, though 
narrow, was fair, damage from washouts ani 





* Captain Dolan, a young explorer of mole (page 
221), returned with the author 4a the United States 
ahier the Tibetan issignment. He went hack to 


(China, and. died in the sefvice of hig cuntey CGR 


alter V-J Day. 
* Ser photographs by Col, 
t See “New: Delhi 
Cheen Willian, 
Oetober, 1042. 
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Friendly Spirits Dispel Evil at Gyangtse Monastery 


Wearing welrd costumes onl’ masks, ariel Lirarieddatiteig hierns of bene ancl bros te frighlen away mischievous 


Intliornces. graieeue awrrts 
slides being repaired constantly by gangs of 
Gurkha and Lepcha laborers, mostly women. 

We wound precariously along steep hill- 
sides where the slightest swerve would have 
dropped us hundreds of feet into canyon 
streams, Once we came to a bridge so totter- 
ing that Sandup suggested our walking across 
andl | letting the Cirs 20 OVET ODE al a Lite. 

We were soon in the toylike city of Gangtok, 
capital of Sikkim, whese Maharaja is much 
interested in promoting the welfare of his 
people. Here we were guests in the charming 
English country house of Sir Basil John Gould. 
B. J., a= we called him, had represented the 
British Government at. the inauguration of the 
present Dalai Lama. Though now more than 
460 years of age, 
the 300-mile journey to Lhasa, 

We found him deeply Engared in tie prep 
aration of a new type of English Tibetan 
dictionary and working oul new methimis for 
learning the Tibetan language. He speaks 
Tibetan, Hindustani, and Lepcha dialects and 
can write in those languages, Brooke and | 
absorbed from this remarkable man all we 
could about the custems and people of the 
country into which we were going. 

While we were staying with B. J., 
Minister of Bhutan, Rani Dorji, 


the Prime 
with his 


take. port incon religiewe dante in the 


he thinks nothing of making 


cred encleure (page 163), 


Tibetan wite, was also visiting hit 
Madam Dorji was translating acme “Libetan 
poetry and old ballads into English. 

While we were preparing for the trip to 
Lhasa; Rai Sahib Sonnam, British trade agent 
from Yatunpg, the Tibetan town of any 
importunce on aur route, came to Gangtok 
and gave us valuable assistance. He helped 
us organize qur outfit and advised ws on cus- 
toms, procedures, protocol, and the | 
tion of gifts to officials along the way and in 
Lhasa. 


Ready for the Trip to Forbidden Lhasa 


We owere fortunate in finding a cook who 
later on became our Number 1 man and 
an almost indispensable member of the party. 
Son of a Chinese father and Tibetan mother, 
he spoke enturh English to act as our inter- 


charming 


first 


presenta- 





preter after Sandup Ieft us. His name was 
Thami, which we changed immedintely | to 
Tommy (pages bS82 and 214). Our other 


newly engaged boy was Lakhpa, a quiet, hard- 
working Lepcha about 26. vears old, 

With our party thus. augmented to ive, 
plus whatever transport men were driving the 
animals, we struck out in clear Wctober 
weather. The first pack tram we hired from 
the Maharaja of Sikkim, and Rant. Dorji lent 
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To the Dalat Lama, President Roosevelt Sent His Photograph 


Wirth the siver-ifaomed picture went 
ithits. The heer @allean CHelit center) wus 


ta twoool his fine riding. mules as our mounts 
for the first part of the journey, 

For three days, while we wete winding tp 
the side of o villey toward the top of a 
Himalayan pass, we could look back and see 
the little town of Gangtok with tts palace on 
a knoll (ur overnight were at dat 
bungalows (ooveriment tresthouses }. 

Usually a day apart, these stretched on for 
[3 stages op to the cty of tayangise. There 
was & Keeper al @ach place, and althoupl 
modern conveniences did not exist, the quar- 
ters were adequate and comfortable 

Nearing the summits, the road Sometime 
ws Ony a br) so marriw that it was cleipenlt 
to Pass oncoming caravans burdenet] with 
bulwing loads. Here and there slides made 
the trail almost impassable: 

4t 14.000 feet we <ometimes felt the effect 
of the altitude and thin air and would woke 
Up in the pignt gasping for breath, We found 
that propping ourselves ina semisitting pos: 
tion wis best for sleeping. In the daytime it 
was dificult to walk any distance uphill with- 
out frequent stops and rests, and we soon. pot 
USEC to doing everything os it in slow motion, 

The Nata La (13,500 feeti, firat pass over 
the Himulavas, wos surprisingly easy and level, 
With a good wide stretch of road approaching 
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Oh Wetter in ma cvitnericnl casket, a Gold chrénocrath wich, anc othr 
i 
presetibed to His Holiness by the author and Cuptain Dolan 


Dare of ¥Yeretation: and im 
There was 4 litth snow 


om Ty : . 
it. Tt a rocky 
October free of anew. 


on slopes near bry. 
First Glimpse of Mysterious Tibet 


For a while we were in the clouds and could 
eee neither behind nor ahead of us. Then 
the mists parted for & moment, allowing uw 
to fake Our fast look back at Inca ame our 
frst ahead into the thick, evergreen forests 
below os ond the sea of ranwes in the distance. 
We were looking down Into mysterious Tibet. 

Leaving Natu La, we dismounted to spare 
our horses an walked down into Tibet over 
Ohl washed-out trails. Our path tn the valley 
of the Aino led often alang dey freshet 
courses. On the way we paused to have a cup 
of buttered tea (page 182) with the abbot of 
Kargyu Gompa ¢gonrpea, in Tibet, or goroa, 
in China, means “monastery'’), the first small 
Tibetan monaiery We encountered. 

The headman of Yatung, on the ima, 
met us with an escort about five miles from 
the city limits, Both our parties dismounted, 
and we periormed the ceremony of exchanging 
scaris, known as &atiaky (pore 2058). / 

Rai Sahib Sonnam and several other ac- 
quaintances of the city greeted us just outside 
the town with military honers presented by a 





detachment of Indian Sépov infantry in the 


employ of the Indian Army. We were then 
escorted to our quarters in o bungalow truly 
palutial for that territory. 

VYatung i one of the larger Tibetan cities, 
though it numbers probably not more than 
1,400 to 2,000 people, For livelihood the 
people depend tpon agriculture and trade with 
passing caravans, | 


Tibetan Eriquetre Complicated 


AS sont a8 We Werte seltled, we were. called 
upon by all the dignitaries of the city. They 
came with their servants, bringing gifts rang- 
ing from Tibetan carpets to yak butter and 
hen eges., Our Number | man always knew 
when a caller was to arrive, and consequently 
we were prepared with the indispensable ten, 
antl condies, cookies, and dried fruit. 

The ceremonies of greeting varied with the 
importance of a caller, The more important 
he was, the farther away from the room we 
met him. We had to acquaint oureelves with 
the rules ao os to know whether to greet a 
taller at the end of « room, at the cloor, in 
the vard, or at the front gate’ 

The day after our arrival in Yatungz we had 
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The Compass Was the Most Reliable Guide 
in Crossing Tibet 


Traveling theoweh valleys more than tye miles high, 
the author travetee retadte Tibet from India to 
Chita, Eeetairer of the loss of the Burma Rood, the 
1.300-mile trek was made portly to ccover. new ways 
wil rules of transporting sopplins to China Rone 
from: India to Lhasu, the capital city, were often pen 
Grinds, There were eniy 6 few miles of moter hizh- 
Wate; they were built iy the British, Beyond were 
bomlit-infested toils and esow-clegeed pasar which 
the vaks pegotivted by telay plonges (page 217). 





an @arly lunch with Rai Sahib Sonnam in his 
modern litth home, Lunch was served in the 
Western style, We met here the first Tibetan 
of high social standing, Mary Taring, wife of 
a prominent young Tibetan official from Lhasa, 
and her two daughters (page 197). The 
younger girl was going to school in India, andl 
the older was about to marry the son of Rani 
Dorit, Prime Minister of Bhutan (page 170). 
The Tarings later on became our great friends. 

At that luncheon we aiso met Pangda Tsang, 
one if the two strong men in the Tibetan 
world of fininee. He ke a Yatuny merchant, 
Whise agency is scattered far and wide. 

The next day we were invited to the first 
readily Tibetan luncheon in the Tsangs’ twpical 
well-to-do Tibetan home. We rode out to the 
house with all our group, a thing that is always 
done, custom demanding that the host provide 
a good meal for the guest's retinue, Since we 
were considered high officials, we were expected 
to uphold the prestige of the United States, 

Our three assistants and few pack animals 
made a show so unimpressive that we had to 
resort to the excuse that in wartime ¢vervihing 
mist be dime simply and economically. 


A Tibetan DLanicheon Party 


With a throng.of Tibetan guests Fangda 
Taang’s luncheon party was a gay affair, 
The food, more than abundant, consisted of 
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The “Red Idol” Is Realls Csreen—the (rreen Tura, Goddess af Wheres 
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Wost Powerful Person tn Tibet Is the Dalai Loma’s Regent 


SSWwHne Suniab Thutoh Gialisen has offen 
dunne the minority of bus chict 


Tibetan and Chinese delicacies, some of which 
had come from the coast. of China before the 
war. We ate our meal with chopsticks, wash- 
ing it down with many cups of tea and also 
with chang, the Tibetan national drink, tact 
af Hghtly fermented bartey, 

We bad regular Chinese shark-hn 
eatie small ooran shrimp originally dried, 
transparent noodles made from pea fiour, 
pickled vegetables (cabbage, cucumber, anc 
4 sort of cross between a chutnev and a 
pickle), boiled rice, several dishes of cold 
and hot meat prepared in different ways, and 
round balle-of dowch stuffed with meat, fruit, 
or brown sugar and then boiled or steamed 
These last had been pinched all around before 
meaming and stained with a red dve. The 
final course was a succulent noolle dish 

The soup dish and dessert were eaten im 
the middle of the meal, Dessert, served hot, 
was a svruplike jelly contaming raisins ani 


ap Lovie. 


thy, 





requested, pertnission to retire, but he is obliged to 
When the American officers wtre cecetwed-in the throne room, they presentes 
him with silver gifts about equal to those given the boy rules 1 


rary on 
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Pangda Tsang asked us when the United 
States would again buy Tibetan wool. Hefore 
the war the bulk of Tibetan wool hod been 
enicl ta the United States for manufacture ol 
mute rues, but the war bad cut off the export 
and the Tibetans were temporarily without 
this important source of revenue, 1 referred 
the inquiry to Washington, 

We soon realized that Tibetans who knew 
of the United States Were interested im the 
outcome of the war and had a sympathetk 
feeling toward us. They had, bowever, great 
(ouht as to our ability te defeat Japan, smece 
ot the time Japan was almost at their border. 





A Letter from the Dalai Loma's (Court 


In taking our leavé fram the party, we lett 
throueh our Sumber | man, the customary 
anejuate tip for our fests chiel servanl 
Several of Moneda Tsang s riders e&corted us 


z t =r 7 = ey ‘ . * 
tao our home, This was good etiquette on 
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Zuni iM CasKInS, for Cele 


more gaily «_ ouest 


Across Tibet from India to 


(hina 





Ta. Tel Die Tolito 


The Only Tibetan Member of the National Geodraphic Society Welcomes the Americans 


He i= the Tuarong Shape, Minister of Fiminc in Lia [page 178) 


left Lieutenant Culonel Tolstoy, 
Tibel, stands behind the others, 
cloethine. 


of a Bil) ane change inte dress uniforms (page 197), 


departs, the better proof to all the neighbor- 
hood that the entertainment was lavish. 

While we were at Yatung, we received trom 
Lhasa the Red Arrow Letter, a courtesy pes- 
ture from the Dalai Lama's court for traveling 
through the country 

his letter was a piece of red cotton cloth, 
about [6 inches wide and 2 feet long, to be 
carried in the bosom of on a stall by an out- 
rider who would precede the party by one or 
two days. It stated that two American officers 
were @o foute to visit the Dalai Lama and 
requested the headmen of all the villages to 
supply them with accommodations add (runs 
por, AL a Certain Fate | 

Given a military send-off with honors when 
we leit Yatung. we proceeded up the valley 
towartl the next town of Phari Deong, several 
dave journey away. 

We passed some scattered villozes, their 


Frank Ludlow, Additianal British Political Officer for Sikkim 
(im uo few informal oteasions the author and his companion wore civilisn 
CWtien om the woarch When an important Meeting Wie if pawepect, they ‘would retire inte the shelter 


Che his tight is Cuntain Dolan, on his 
Hhutan.: and 


houses built of stone with shingled roofs, and 
weot throwch litth meadows of Li Ma Tang, 
the only flat praésland we had seen on Lhe 
bottom of the vallev. It was haying time. 
The villagers had their tents pitched in the 
melows and were cutting the paw with 
acvihes, then raking it to dry, 

The trail was crowded with litth donkeys 
and mules almost completely hidden uniter 
their Inad< of hay. Even old men and women 
were carrying enormous backloards, 


The Loftiest Post Office in the World 


Our first panoramic view of the typical 
Tibetan town of Phari Dzong and the coun- 
tty around it was truly. magnificent. Here 
we were greeted by the distinguished old ac- 
ministrator, who is alo the abbot af the local 
monastery of 400 monks. We stayed in the 
compound of a Tibetan house that alse served 


180 








For the 


They. are taught by the monks 
they secemve is father one-sided, but it insures 
learn to fren! onl weite, Every (ninily with sone 


Three F's, 


: pest office for the Tibetans, supposediy 
= hich est-situated pest oitice m the world 
Crops ate frown In the count cy ark ural 
Phari Deong, and barley can be planted 
aboiwne o 15 060-foot altitude. Jn the plains 
nnd foothille we saw some of the first black 


Some 


tent= of the nomads and herders, with their 
winter corrals and homes made out of yak 


dung anc soe, 

[he weather was (reeang, high winds sweep- 
Ing across the pli with great velocity. Be- 
cause the Himalayas catch almost_all the pre- 
cipitation from the south, this territery & vir- 
tually juric. 


Qur roml climbed high that the passes 
were hardly noticeable. They were nothing 


but rolling, addlehike open stretches, adorned! 
with the customary eacred many 
and prover flags and stone pillars, 

On October 22 we crossed a pass of this 
wpe called Tang La, 15,200 feet, which is part 
of the great Himalayas, and entered into the 
if the vast Tuna plain (page y+), 

Along the road we kept meeting caravans, 
mostly mules, donkeys, and bullocks, loaded 
down with marmot hides. and erain. 
Cccasoniliy we ran into a party ol armed 
merchant? from some of the outlying districts 
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Woo train them thorauehly jor 
a hich percentage of literacy in the country. All 
fives 


Magazine 
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Tibetan Boys Go to the Monasteries 


the eciuca tice 
the pupils 


rehigiows Hie, Naturally, 


ut least one to the church, 


of Tthet, oll well clothed and mounted. 
of them wearing gaily painted mocks and 
protection from dry wind, sand, 


[ome 


POLIES a5 
curt] Sun. 
At a litth place called Dochen we came 
upon ane of the most beautiful, panoramas 
we saw in Tibet, where the deep-blue waters 
of Ram “Tso reflect for miles. the Himalayan 
tinge bevond, with the vast mountain Chome 
Lhari towering over it. There waa a little ice 
diong the shores of the mirror-calm Inke. 
Thowsands of bar-headed geese fined the shore, 
and flocks of roddy sheldrakes, or Hrahmamny 
ducks, were hiling the air with a moaning cry 
In that region the natives hac few horses. 
and cur transport consisted entirely of bul- 
locks, often tended by wothen or yo 


A Sportsman's Paradime, but Closed 


Where the salty 
¢ slowly receding, 





Kala. Tso without outlet 
there is considerable crop 
saleieiie and we watched the native farmers at 
work in ther fields, Taking sandup ancl 
a native with me, [ climbed a 2,000-foat 
promontory in search of Tibetan bighorns 
(Ove ommon Aedysont), Five rams, one with 
a Mmarnihcent bead, paused less than 100 yards 
irom our place of vantage! 


Tibet 


Across 





Kiet Stones, Deposited by 

Tracz i time with 
Leecw LOrbis recy hes 
aierings 


Buitiisims pavstic foroiulit, tn 
near religious landsnurks, Sime 
are claboruinly corved amd 7 


LIT he ee 

Linfortunately for ms 
it- is against the Tibetan religion and the wish 
af the Dolai Lama to kill wild game. | had 
to be satisfied with a rather long-view phiio- 
gruph of the animals. 

The next day we crossed the Kala plain, 
its little tufts of grass reminiscent of some 
purts of our West. Brooke and [were tempie 
acain when we began running into Kiang, the 








wild asx of Asia, and gazelles. 
In ibe little village of Samacs great fall 


activities were in progress. Mlanure was car- 
ried! to the felds in baskets on pack animals, 
neatly deposited on the soil, and covered up 
with dirt to prevent it from being blown away’, 

Knec-eep in barley and damestit 
animals were being driven round and round 
threshing floors, Here and there the grain 
was being hand-winnowed, and along & siream 
women and children were wishing peas in 
brass cauldrons and woven baskets. 

In the aiterncon we visited the 
the Porus people, nearest caste cuunterpart in 
Tibet to the Untouchables of India, though 
without dawbt much happier than the lowest- 
caste Hindus. Several families of them lived 
in sen-cave houses on a hillside «a mile or so 
from the main village. These people, though 
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Travelers, Mark ‘Tibetan Highways and Passes 
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they tll the soil, gain their primary livelihood 
by i disposing crf the dead and butchering cattle 
for the other villagers, 

In Tibet people are nat usually buried. The 
Porus carry bodies to a hilltop where, with the 
skill of a surgeon, they cut them ito portions 
small enough to be devoured by vultures. The 
Porus are paid for this task and ales inherit 
certain silver decorations from the dead, 

hose we saw were well bedecked in silver, 

Some cattle herders ir nomads came clown 
into the villaye to trade. Marnificent 5 
mens of TH they were clothed only tn 
sheepskin chiapas (capelike coats) and trae 
hey wore no hats; but had long brands 

about their heads. Apparently the 
weather in the 12,000-foot valley was too hot 
for them! They wore their chupas with ane 
arm slipped oul, exposing half their bodies 


above the waist (page 183) 
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A ‘Telephone in the Cloudlands 


We stopped overnight at the Kangmar dak 
bungalow where there isa telephone station. 
Occasionally ane can communicate with either 
Gangtok or Gyanetse from there, or rarely 
with Lhasa. ‘This telephone operates. spas- 
mitically, Sometins it is silent Fee two ur 





“Tommy 


their trips (peared 170, 214). 
lerder of a cate mondstery breed (page 107 


iphlespecniul of sods, and a handful of sale. 


tcalding het. 


three weeks at a stretch when some brigand 


BEES AWAY WIth & span or two af the wire. If 


an offender is cought, the punishment is severe, 
usually the chopping off of one. hand. 

Our Number | man, Sandup, had his home 
station here, and we met his young wife and 
two-year-old baby Nes In Lhe yard of 
the bungalow a few s added a 
touch of charm, 

That night while we were finishing supper, 
Sandup pantech us with troubled courte 
nance. He was anxious to take his wife andl 
baby along with us to Lhasa, As a rule, 
women of Asia are good travelers, and momad 





" and Shambs SMiake Tea in «a Chorn 


Three two accompanied Liewtenant Colonel Telstoy and Captain Dolan on 
hiascot al the party Was 
Ta minke ‘Tike tan buttered tea 
boil a honeful of lenves and add a pee of vi tnither as larme ns your fist, a 
Chum the miscturi 
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women follow their 
men, doing work under 
all conditions, ‘We did 
not hesitate to grant 
the requested permis- 
sion, Sandup's wife 
was o greal help to ws 
all on the trip to Lhasa, 
amd the baby -girl be- 
came our mascot, 

“A few miles farther 
on, an ancient monas- 
tery perches above the 
16,000-foot elevation, 
1 fave our pack ani- 
mals a day of rest and, 
taking Sandup with me 
as interpreter, went on 
ponyback to the place. 
The abbot, a stalwart 
man under middle age, 
told me 1 was the first 
white man to visit the 
monastery, 


(Captain Dolan Falls Il 


At Gyangise, an im- 
portant town and the 
last British tride anil 
mail post, we were met 
by Alaj. KR. Gloyne, 
acting British trade 
agent, Lt. €C, Finch, 
and Dr. G. H. F, Hum- 
phries, with a colorful 
honor guard, The 
sk feuk “ta teedie Eulrdsmen were of a 
| 4 Tul _ a 

Sepoy infantry detach- 
thent mounted on fine 
matched white Mon- 
wolian ponmtes. They 
carried British colors. 
With the British off- 
cials were Kai Sahih 
Wangdi, a Tibetan 
kingpin in the trade agency, and many other 
Tibetan city officials: 

Very unfortunately, on the second day in 
Gvanetse, Capiain Dolan was stricken with 
picumonian. We pave him sulfa treatment, 
which arrested the progress of the illness im- 
mediately, but because of the high altitude 
ariel extremely cold weather his recovery was 
not so rapid as we hoped. For that reason, 
we were glad that Dr. Homphries was allowed 
to travel with us to Linea, 

We Staved in Gyangtse for a month, Two 
or three times we were fortunate enough to 
make telephone connections with Mr. Ludlow 





‘Mise Tick.” a Tibetan 


and serve 


Across ‘Tibet 





ised ad discuss 
ith hit ceriain phases 
of the fourney from 
Cvangise ani! the ar: 
rival in the Sacre 
Corts . 

Some of our mail 
| niorhe Li] WA ai Ls 
there, amd the radio of 
the Agency gave Us 
daily the rather grim 
news af the outside 
world 

The British, with 
their love of sports, 
hath Garriel thst phase 
of their life into. this 
nart of Tibet. The 
Avency s Tibetan em- 
plavees had a good 
soccer team, playing 
against the men of the 
Sepoy detachment and 
the British command- 
hire personnel, 

Plaved at an altitude 


in Ly 
| 
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of 13000 feet, the 
games WeTe Hmazingly 
faat Almost owithott! 


exception they were 
won by the Tifelans 
who not only were line 
physical specimens but 
were accustomed fron 
childhood to rarefied 
dir, Major Gloyne and 
I made an attempt to 
play, but soon found 
that the only positions 
we could handle were 
those of goalkeepers. 

[ undertook ‘the fob 
af giving cavalry drills 
and training to the 
newly arrived Senovs, 
went through a couple of hours im the sadele, 
sametimes even knocking a polo ball around 
To my long experience a6 a horseman and my 
skill in caring for saddle animals | attribute 
the case with which [| made triends with Lhe 
horse-loving “Tibetans, 

In the heart of the city is located one o1 
the large and important monasteries of Tibet, 
Nemune Gompa, in front.of which is a gigantic 
herten, or shrine, of unique design and 
beauty, famous all over Tibet (page Tvs) 
Inside, it containg §0 chambers filled with 
Buddhist idols and paintings of many types 
It is adorned with ailded religious 
figures ane ornaments. 
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Civanetse be situated ina fertile valley cri 
crossed with trrigation ditches which our Aton 
golian ponies took in their stride during our 
cross-country rides. It is one of the key cities 
of Tibet, and through it passe: all the trade 
from the east to India and northwest. Tibet 

The Agency compound had electric power, 
generated by a windmill, -A few electric-light 
bulbs made i quite morkern, enticing ws tc 
later evenines anil ling conversations with 
our Tibetan aml British friends 





Cio the Last Lap to Lhasa 
The manth passed quickly, ang on Decem- 
her 4, after a military review of the detach- 
ment and numerous calle from hich Tibetan 


184 


officials, we rode out with Major Gioyne and 
his honor guard towand Lhasa. They escorted 
us a Short distance before turning back: hut 
Dr, Humphries stayed with us, Due for re 
turn te India after long service in ‘Gyangtse, 
he readily obtained permission to -visit the For- 
bidden City. ‘The Anglo-Indian doctor amused 
us and all the ‘Tibetans by riding, Instead af 
a horse, the smallest mule he could find, 

The court of the Dalai Lama had sent two 
soldiers; a Sergeant and a private, to escort 
us fo Lhasa. With pronged rifle across his 
hack and a large silver prayer box slung 
from one shoulder, the sergeant rode ahead, 
usually on the best pony he could requisition 
from the village. Fis mount was bedecked 
with ornaments and bells. Hod there been 
any bandits, they would certainly have heard 
our approach well ahead of time, 


When Caravans Meet 


By always preceding us, the sergeant added 
a proat air of dignity lo our procession, some- 
times roughly making approaching caravans 
get of the road to allow us more room to 
piss. 

Tibetan custom rujes that if a traveler sees 
what might be a more important caravan 
perce; he stops within a few hundred 
vurds, gets off the road, dismounts, takes off 
his hat, and stands while the party passes hy. 
The party, in turn, must greet the dismounted 
travelers most politely. 

Somehow, after leaving Gvyangtse, we bad 
the feeling of getting deeper into the real 
Tibet where the inflence of the outside world 
is negligible. The trails bad been worn 
throwgn the centuries by caravans carrying 
merchandice- from northeast China and Tndia. 
Although we had to cross several more passes 
on our way, the terrain was not difficult. 

We were meeting more caravans, now mostly 
of yaks, carrying barley, salt, and wool. 1 
wits easy to see that they had been.on the trail 
for months. From this point on we staved 
in Tibetan houses, which often were vacated 
ly their occupants lor our overnigh! wee. 

The headman and owner of the house 
usually would bustle about and try to make 
us comfortable, constantly bowing, bringing 
un the thumbs, sticking out the tongue and 
hissing —Tibetan ways of showing respect. 

The higher the station of the person ad- 
dressed, and the lower the station of the one 
who addresses, the lower the latter must bow, 
the more he is to stick out his tongue, and 
the more constant must become the hissing, 
done with quick littl intakes of breath. After 
a while we got wed to this and almost did it 
ourselves, Although we resorted to saluting as 
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an ofeial or any other form of greeting, we 
often found ourselves bowing while saluting. 

In the little village of Ralung ot the base of 
the Ningohi Kangshar mountain, we stayed 
in the large howe of a Tibetan pobleman. 

Curtainlike pieces of cloth with little cutouts 
to admit light were the typical Tibetan sub- 
stitutes for window glass. The only heat 
came from charcoal burners, which used yak 
chips for fuel instead of charcoal, ‘These 
burners were lighted outside and browght in 
glowing hot. We got the sensation of heat 
by sitting almost on top of the burner, 

By keeping all our ‘clothes on indotirs, we 
managed to make the entries in our log: then, 
undressing as quickly as possible, we got Into 
our sleeping bags for the night. The yak 
chips used in the poorer houses pre burned 
right in the room, which consequently is filled 
with an almest suffpcating smoke. 

From Ralung we toiled up to Karo La, alti- 
tude 16,000 feet, one of the tmnt dangerous 
passes because of frequent snowfalls. 

The animals were tired from the long, 
tedious climb, and we paused overnight beyond 
the pass in a Tibetan mail stage shack, It 
was a windy and bitterly cold might. All of 
us huddled into a tiny windowless room, filled 
with the smoke of burning vak chips, while 
the animals were huddled together outside in 
a small yarel, 

Sandup's wife and baby daughter amazed 
me by their indifference to the discomfort of 
the trail. I never heard the baby ery, and 
she was sick only once—then, T think, from 
some of our candies. She would ride usually 
either in the arms of her mother or in the 
saddle in front of another rider. 

From Karo La we descended to Yamdrok 
Tso, near which is situated the small but 
important town of Nagartse Dzong, with its 
striking hillside fort guarding the narrows of 
the valley. 

The “Diamond Sow," o S-year-old Abbess 

We remained in Nagartse Dzong an extra 
(lay to visit the famous Samden Gompa, which 
i headed by an abbess known as the “Din- 
mond Sow,” She is abbess over male monks. 

The frst Diamond Sow abbess dates from 
1717, when the monastery was besteged hy 
a band of Mongols, Tt was a nunnery then. 
Alter a long siege the abbess ix said to have 
opened the mutes at the monastery yard, turn- 
ing all her nuns inte sows at the same time. 
The Mongols were so impressed with the 
miracle that they Inid down their arms 
andl retreated, The murseutn toom of the 
monastery contains large quantities of those 
WEEMS. 
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A Lhasa Artist Paints the Life Story of the Late Dalai Lama 


Like ether Tilielan officiak, he wears one Jone, jeweled curring. He works an a portrayal for q Thilal 
Latia's tomb in ther Potale. (Ais coblors-ore delicate; one blue is that of kingtishers’ wimetips 


Sobility's Children Wear Eastern Silks ond Western Hats to a Party in Lhasa 


Fetidal Tibet's nobles own loree estates and male their tenants with a judge's powers. Commoners add 
heen With un “honed oth boku. Western dress is now tubo 
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A Musieal Arrow Pleases the Tibetan Ear by Whistling on. lis Flight 


Tibetans anticiimted the (eetmans +1 w dice bomber Their blunt wooden arrowheuds, when perforated, 
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ft. Sitilem (utile 


A. Brenth-inking Flight of Steps Leads ta the Potala's loin Entrance 


Yak-falr curtaing protect doors from the sun, Walle shipe inward; erthack= anticipate the skwstraner’s. Gun 
slots below the windows (lower leit) are pestis for wild docks. ‘They tole their Young to a pond belore they learn 
io fy; just bow, ne one far dmeoyered.. In this palace the Doloi Lama received President Roosevelt’s-sifis 





Across Tibet from India to China 


the 


WILS 


The bbess at 
time of our writ 
ive years old. She re- 
ceived us sitting cross- 
lezred on her throne 
with her lay female at- 
tendiant and ber eccle- 
sinstical court monks. 
Her well-proportioned 
ood chiseled face wis 
stern with a grown-up 
expression, At no time 
could 7 notice any mimn- 
neriams of jw child. 

We presented scarts 

directly to ler, andl the 
gifts and muney dona- 
tions for the monastery 
were brought in as 
isial. We in turn were 
presented with two 
fragments of a sacred 
kattak and some magic 
seeds wrapped up in 
Tibetan. paper with 
DTaVeErs. 
A godd Tibetan 
niaces these objects m 
his praver box, which 
at home is kept in«the 
religis Commer finned 
in every Tibetan house, 
no matter how poor, 
and an a journey is cur- 
ried ‘slung ocross the 
shoulder. The Tibet- 
ans believe that some 
étrong. medicine con- 
tomed in these praver 
hoaxes will divert a bul. 
let, 

Brooke impressed 
the monks with 
his kniwlecdwe of the 
maces, which he recornized at a glace | 
explained that he was a student of the Bud- 
hist religion. Thereafter, this fact became 
known wherever he went ant) gained for our 
narty @ scholastic and reliwinis respect. 


Well-to-<do Tibetans Wear Fine KRaiment 


At Japsan Ferry, by which we crossed the 
Brahmaputra (page 76), we met Lhe first 
well-to-do Tibetan family inthe march, Thev 
were mounted on fine mules bedecked with 
rug blankets and ornamented tack, with large 
red woolen tassels hanging from their brewst- 
plates, A child was held In the saddle by an 
utrangement of high wooden crosstrees on 
pommel and cantle, 


ewe 








Sittime in a ceretoetdal tent in) Lhasa, be site buttered ten. 
whe became a warm frend of the American officers, shudied in am English school 
im India and =spenks periect English 
winter clothing for ihe author and Captain Dolan (page 172) 
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Jigme Tartnd Serves Tea Berween Cavalry Events 


This Vou man 


His wife, Mary, took charge of getting 


The family was dressed in fine silk robes 
adorned with furs, and wore fur hits in a cut- 
aff conical shape embroidered with gold thread, 
All the servants wore the same type of coloured 
robes and were well armed with rifles and 
Adauser pistols 

1 was often asked if we were traveling in 
uniform. Most of our clothme which We wore 
every dav was of the combat type, bot 
we cattied with ws blowses, riding breeches 
und boats. which we made a point to weer 
for ofteial calls and for certain arrivals and 
departures at the more important. poms. 
Several times we had to fight bigh winds 
behind some hill a few miles outside a village ° 
while we changed into our best 
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Caeeranpiic Seciety nines of the world, © Later Ge Tibetan cuétum hoteemen walk down 
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Tibetun member of The Seciety (page 179) Rushes ogtriclers would halt at the top «af 

We saw much of him in LAsSss CUch” Sheen ant Fe tove his horse into har g 
of aomenne @ise anc bead our mount ari 

Dalai Lama's Escort Meets: the Parts fil} . 
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Dolat Luma to #reet us. [t was beadel by a oorated Tibetan tents. where we had tea with 


nowerfully built, One-looking voung monk, our guile, The next dav we woke up earls 
Kuisho Yonten Singhi, wha was to becotné ot anc) rode off briskly with an unmistakable 
qulde and ins Pare AVviser luring wurst Li feeling of eicitement, Our first coal was near 
m the city of mystery Entering the vulley of Lhasa, we rode along 











From the Nachune (Clracie the 
Tbe bielal La Pent LTE’ SE Lririiht 

trace ia Wi prcitect l teri ht ii] i 

ponies. Accordir qo Tibetan bel uibatian 

ie haisa, 12 iH! pial » tint Wellare of | 
the Rvi. which flows throwch the cit We 
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Greetings were in strict Western fashi 
fier the introductions our enti Te Wears ea 
rode cn to a small rowdside park where several 
decorated | eten tents head been set up fo 
the 18 ec VK e Were welc ned 5 he 
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Gyalwa Chamba, the Loving One, 
(Copper [dol 


Phe Beelethist tino fk seater! in the Europran fashion, The fiw 
wre temple in the middle of the 
Mis fi' 


Suk Lhakans 
clivy of Lhasa. 
foine out cf the 


a Very lore. viry old 
Tibetan monks belleyec 
eS. Lib Se rimiyhtral 


Very 
ifit softer 


Dege Se, ‘ roval prince before the (Chinese 
took over his domain and now representative 
of the sdb Office (page 212) 

Rscorted into he central tent, we were 2iven 
the seats of honor behind a little table laden 
with the asual dried fruits. cancies. ete, Our 
hosts, in order of rank and position, sat down 
to our theht and Jeft, on hassocks of dimmish- 
ing heights. The farther away from us the 


lower the seats became, until, as the line 





Is o 2i-foot 


passed out the entrance 
of the tent. everilow 
CiestSs. WeTe sitting ofl 
the open ground on that 
cushions, There were 
tables only a few inches 
high in front of all 
PuUuEses, 

Buttered tea was 
poured from large, <il- 
VEroOnimented Copper 
leapols, and the cere. 
monial rice was served, 
Instron of each person 
was placed & Chinese 
nice bowl with the rice 
patted in a hivh mourned, 

We took afew eras 
of this fice wth os 
liners, threw same of 
it over our shoulders 
for the appeasement of 
spirits, and swallowed 
the few remaining 
grains, The rice bowls 
were then taken away, 
and the representatives 
Gl Lhe Cit cave ws 
letters of welcome and 
behalf oat 
branch of the 


Caria of 
every 
court. 

This part of the cere- 
Mony over, We rode 
through the Tittle 
wooded parks that 
surround Lhasa. To 
Hur tighl a large part 
of Lhasa population 


Was COneregated on 
emall grass mounils, 


On the left was Teed 
up a detachment of the 
honor mud of the fa. 
mows Tibetan ‘Trapchi 
regiment, which serves 
a3 the bodveuard to 
the: Dakvi Lama, 

We were surprised 
ant our horses stortled 


ah bites [ete 3 


Gilded 


re is im the 


eons thin deity will 


by @ stidden outburst of stirring military 
music from a brass band, the only hand -of 
ocridental instruments in Tibet (pave 177), 


Mresumably the instruments hut been taken 
irom. a Chinese army in 191], 
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were internet by the 
‘Tibtinn Foréien Offic 
fnat the audience 


wok be at 9:20 on 


the morning of Lecem- 
ber 20, That date wie 
selected as the most! 
auspicious for the 
Dalai Lama, a highly 
important factor in all 
of hee: undertakings. 

Farly that day we 
reel ut toward ‘the 
Fotola in 4 sizable 
cuviltade with all our 
men, the monk snide 
hnd his assistants 
dressed up in their 
finery. 

fhe Potala is situ- 
ated on a hall, ancl the 
alot Lamas thron 
rom on the very top 
(page I8h) [saa 
visitors must mike a 
long and tedious clim! 


up the broad steps of 


the palace. We, haw 


PVeT. WeTE extencert Fil 
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slowed to ride gleane 
a Thitrow Pato up the 
mountain to the hack 
ol the palace, where we 
left our horses, Then 
Wwe were escorted 
throweh Lhe COUPLY ATs 

Lit a Tate Sf long labyrinths of 
Lest Profane Bresih Sully the Sacred Jade Cup the Potala building to 
| small, unpretentious 
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13) its cover and stluind gfe ele Here Wwe WET boinerl 
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mun and had oa remarkable library in his of the Forelen Offite, a few other dignitaries, 





hone These Visitors were followed by ind a chirming young Tibetan offical mamed 
Tibetan lay andl ecclesiastical officials and las (hongnopa, whom evervbody called Ringang 
dignitaries, some coming in official and syne <“Ringang had studied at Rugby and spoke 
In private. capacity. beautiful Enelish, After tea had been served 

Each person brought, or sent by servants, owe rehearsed the procedure for preeting the 
customary arrival gifts such as wheat, barley, Dalai Lama, the Tibetans explaining to us 
flour, ride, meat, live sheep, butter, and eges some of the torn points nil eliquette, A, monk 
\s Official guests we were also furnished fire- entered) sexi and anniwunced that we were to 


wood, feed for the pontes, and some provisions proceed to the throne room. 
tor all our group for a munth’s time, Escorted by a stately procession of monks 


The Dalat Lama Grants Audience Wine. Sea ended | the roar at tive Votala, ve. 

which rose the single roam wsed for receptions 
In accordance with Tibetan cosiom, we in both sides in front of the entrance were 
were oof to call upon any officials wn] atter seated rows of high monk dignitaries, and in 
His Holiness, the Dalai Lama, had granted us the backrround were crowds of lesser monks 


an audience, A few days alter aur arrival we and some laymen and pilgrims who were to 
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To Minghu, Chief Clerk of the British Mission, a Servant Offers Barles 
Thiet fb a peetene of good will, and the recipient acknowhedges the courtesy by plocing over the nerk of 


te cuaher the soot with which the gat whe presenicd 
itt mimtilar formulities, 


jiarty Weer involved constantly 


be given a blessing by the Dalai Lama after 
our reception, 

We stood tn lime fora few moments until 
the heayy curtain was drawn from the en- 
raion, then walked into the richly ceccra lit | 
throne room, Rows of monks and lay officiats 
were standing along the walls, bot the central 
portion of the room temained open. Directly 
In tront oof us. stood the Dalai Lama's. throne, 
a sure, flat-topoed seat abdut four feet high 
und four feet wide, with a straight hock, 

His. Holiness was seated cross-lepoed, a 
high-penked yellow hat on his head. We 
were immediately inypressed by his young but 
fate and mot at all frail constitution. 
His cheeks were healthily pink (page 198). 

\ Jew feet away to his right, on « similar 
mut tower throne, sit the dignified Regent 
of Tibet (page 178), Util the Dalai Lama 
becomes of age at eighteen, the Regent 
assumes his duties and is the highest authority 
in Tibet, ecclestastical or civil. 


fF 
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Throughout the stay in Lhasa. the author and his 


Still farther away to the Regent's right was 
Sealed the Dalai Lamn's father, a layman, 
dressed in rich robes arid hat. Ruddy and 
vouthittl in appearance, and wearing @ mes 
tithe down-turned mustache. he presenter! x 
contrast to the ecclesiustical dignitaries, 


Delivery of the Historic Letter 


As we stepped inside the threshold of the 
tirene Toom, we saluted Chur hats were 
kept on throughowt the entire fremony, We 
then walked up to the throne of the Dalai 
Lama and, standing before him, salited again, 
A monk came up and laid a presentation scart 
cress my outstretched hands, then pinced o 
bread-and-butter offering upon the start, 
Bowing, | presented the offerme to the Dalai 
Lama, who took it into his hands and passed 
i over toa monk on his right, 

This procedure wis repented He nm monk 
placed in tum upon the scarf | held an image 
af Buddha, a religious book. and a chorten, 
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Changpa Nomad Women of Northern Tiber Carry Their Fortune in Their Flair 


ln the three colfiurrs are 08 beratels, pcdoreeel 
From. tie 
chieliain: wtzativles in the eenter. 
These objects | passed on to the Dalat Lama. 

‘leanwhile, ¢ aptain Dolan, standing to. my 
right, had been holding the casket contuming 
President Roosevelt's letter to the Pala 
Lama. He now passe it to me, placing it on 
the scarf, In the same manner | presented the 
casket to the Dalat Lams, So far as we could 
learn, this was the first time in histor that 
direct communication had been made by a 
President of the United States with the Dalai 
Lama of Tibet. 

[ then laid the scart 
front of His Holiness, saluted, and procecded 
to the thrane of the Regent at my left 

Captain Dolan stepped up to the throne of 
the Palat Lama, a scarf over his hands. and 
presented to is Holiness a photograph of 
President Roosevelt (page I71). He then 
saluted and joined me in front of the Regents 
throne 

‘Lt Unis px 


wilt of 





across the throne it 


‘itt our servants presented the 
President Roosevelt, a gold chrono: 


with 
Wealth amd jewelry displayed, one can determing 
Her ester is on the left, 


Chine silver colns ata] Grnement with tor 
the sorta! stot of the wearer The wie of a 
and ber diughter on the rigid 


graphic watch, to the major-ilomo. standing 
away from the throne. This funetionary ac- 
cepted it tn behalf of the Dalai Lama, together 
with the persrnal pift Captain Delan and I 
had brought, a silver ship. 

Siluting the Regent, I bestowed upon him 
gilts similar in those presented to the Dalai 
Loam: an intage of Buddha, a religious book, 
a. chorttett, are LE a te cd aiiver. After pola ire 
the preentation. scarf across the Keprnts 
hamis, T passed on to the throne of the Dalaj 
Luma's father, 


The Exchange of Seorls 
Brooke also saluted the Regent, presented 
hint with a aceari, and joined me at the leit. 
The father of the Dalai Lama was ealyted in 
turn aod honored with scarfs by us both, Na 


gifts were presented to the father on this 
occasion, but were given at a later date. 
The presentution of gaits and scarts accem- 


plished, we returned to the right hand side of 
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Across Tibet from India to China 


the room, where we set on a long; low cushion 
placed near the center, A low table was. set 
in front of us. From the far corner of the 
room came a monk bearing a pot of tea (page 
206). He stopped before the Malai Lama, 
joining another monk kneeling in front of the 
throne, who reached into his robe and pulled 
out a-silver cup into which a little tea was 
poured, This monk then tasted the tea to 
insure its. being satisiactory.. 

We were then served tea and rice, Although 
we were Offered three cups of tea, we drank 
onty two, leaving the thire untasted as custom 
dictates. We ate a bit of the rite and threw 
a few gruins over our shoulders. | 

While we were thes occupied, our retinue-of 
servants proceeded to the Dalat Lama’s throne 
and presented scarfs which a monk, standing 
by the side of His Holiness, accepted on his 
lord's behalf. The Dalai Lama then blessed 
them by touching their heads with «a holy 
wind, They paid the sane respects to the 
Kegent and the Dalai Lama’s father. 

The servants were followed by a chain: of 
monks and other people specially admitted to 
the throne roc, ese also presénted searts 
and bowed before the ag pot io receive the 
blessing of Ais Holiness. 

When the procestion to the throne had 
ceased, the Dalai Lama addressed us through 
Aan interpreter, inquiring about the health of 
the President of the United States. I stood up 
to answer his-query, then again sat down, 

After a time « staid monk steod beside the 
throne and announced in a deep voice, “The 
reception is over.’ We left the throne cham- 
ber, followed by our servants und the rest of 
the ‘spectators, 

Upon the close of the official reception in 
the throne room, we returned to the waiting 
room of the Potala, presently to be ushered 
inte the private chamber of the Dalai Lama, 
He was sitting on o small, low couch, with a 
tubie before him holding religious objects 
Beside His Holiness sat the Regent on a 
similar couch, We were seated on choirs 
directly: in front of them, . 

Ringang accompanied us. He acted as 
interpreter in the ensuing conversation, which 
continued in an informal vein for about w halt 
hour, The private audience was then enced, 
ond we left the Potala. 

A Round of Courtesy Calls 

The next few weeks we devoted to miking 
calls upon all the ecclesiastical and Iuy officials 
in the order of their rank and position, and 
presenting them with gifts, We alse called on 
the Dalai Lama's family. There followed o 
round of dinners, luncheons, and teas ex- 
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changed in both official and unofficial capacity. 

We visited the Oracle, a rather remarkable 
middle-aged man, who has his own small 
monastery a few miles outside Lhasa (page 
199)." Acshort journey took ws tothe two 
largest URLs in the: workl, Drepung 


and Sera, both near the city. 


All the foreign representatives. entertained 
as hospitably, and (or. Kung bad the pupils 
of his Chinese school turted out to greet ws, 
These little children are of mixed Chinese and 
Tibetan parentage, and the school is provided 
by the Chinese Government, 

The only other lay school in Tibet is con- 
ducted by a monk who is a radio opernutor. 
Hig pupils are children of nobility and lay 
oftictals in Lhasa. 

Deke Lingka, headquarters of the British 
Mission, in which we lived, was next to the 
famous Holy Walk which stretches for seven 
miles around the Potala greauneds. 

Along that walk we could ste pilgrims from 
all Tibet citcumambulating the Potala, seme 
by prostrating themselves along the walk, get- 
ting up and stepping the length of their bodies, 
then prostrating themselves again. Thus they 
measured their way around the Potala like 
ine h worms. 


Tibetan New Year Begins in February 

As the New Year holidays approached, the 
stream of pilgrims increase! tally, 

The first month of the Tibetan year begins 
in early February. It is celebrated by a series 
of réliginus and historical ceremonies, all of 
which we attended! upon the invitation of the 
Rashag, or Grand Council, which furnished 
us with special seats and gave a hincheon and 
entertainment for us ot each function, 

At the time of the New Year the city and 
its administration were taken over by monks 
from the near-by monasteries; All day throngs 
of them kept pouring into Lhass. Caravans 
with goods from India and northern ‘Tibet 
arrived daily, and tents were pitched in the 
parks ancl fields around the city. 

Traveling sorcerers and bands of dancers 
roamed the city, entertaining on the sireets 
amd in the homes of the wealthy. Women 
wore magnificent dresses ancl the ‘Lhisa style 
of three-pronged headdresues covered with 
seed pearls and semiprecious stones (page 
201). Hac thev appesred on the streets not 
dreseed ‘iti holiday costume, the monks most 
likely would hawe sent them home. 

There were pagennis by soldiers in 15th- 
century armor who went through sham hattles 

* Sire “Sumas, the Livine Oraciea of the Tihetien 
Church," lw Joseph F, Rock, Neotowal Cimoinarnic 
Macazme, October, 1935, 


iT 4 The National Geographic Mapazine 








Tham: (Tommy), (cook ond Interpreter, Was. Fond of Children 
ui Liesl [ a | F Lh Vol bet i os al c al Lint Lf HT Chet rco i 
bie | I elate I Chili PeLrent tlie t | tet; Lira ‘mul “J ne | 
an dince: depicting battles of days gone by we-carried it with us all the way to China 
(peared 2tlz, MO), Alaenieent retricnis chances Ths tittle radix ken f thianned of the event: 
perforied mn tie courtvard of the otha tn Mo othe work! and -nstonishe!l many nomads 
m inks nN roves it masses Porte L' eo | othe mice the wwe 
amas Of the church ridding the PHea| fe of evil Wee usually coulel get Londen once «a car 
pirits (fiage | 7 Tt i mes Chunekine and Inidis Litt 
Micst of the festivities beran « url} i iT stonally we got San Francisen Tokwo wi 
marning and lasted throughout the day. could get al any tis a fact which some 
Wielding. lirge willow sticks, the provas hmes embirrasse] us when Tibetans wanted 
monks hal ¢ciffeulty maintaining order and to hear the Lnitecd) States. 
lei Hing Lie p ibhie pret nicking thew ay oO Alter awaiting ar RSC HOLES cle ter ola (wart 
Lie Procession in the nitrow Sireets we sturted out from Lhasa shout the moddle 
AE the endl of the month, when the New of SAlarch, our corns leading the way 
75 Pull ; CeTeH nies aeTe a] Dus: YET, | 1¢ TT Lis- ht fil it ee Te at Ti jij Skit fe of the ith We 
Hon WV erantel us by the Tibetan Grovern= were given .a military send-off by on honor 
nent bo proce bey Aare ul ri Were Served Ceremonial ten antl 
Since further communication with the out- roe in specially erected tents. From (here 
se work would be impossible until we large group of our friends and officuils rode 
reached Ching, and since we faced dangerous with ws to the estate of a nobleman, where 
unknown. terrain, peril of bandits. and haz we were given a luncheon 
rds of passes Lkely to be snow-blocked, We ty | 
bat er) nina Ora a aaa DES eg a Scars Serve as Lem Do in Howail 
journey. Two of our men, who were tellinnng Alter the luncheon, according to Tibetan 
to Indio, had to be replaced custom, We Were accompanied to the gat 
Mir. Fox, the British radio operator, had There cur friends placed scarfs over our head 
(st Peceived Some small AMerMcah COM et fois was done by everyone, including even 
Cit farhio Teteaving sets which be hil orthered our servants, just as lets are placed around the 
from the nite States ove Fe - WESLE Dee Orr. nei” k rf Tovi li re le bree H higeey iy bra 


Me was kind encugh to let us have one, and) = time the last person fad bidden us. farewell. 
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In the Dulat Lama's Private Zoo Are 


The animal Gm the leit i 
rent Throge¢haut thelr lourmew thie 
tected) in regions controlled by the 


Prejevaleky's dic 


[eal rin AE TE 


our necks were bundled in more thi 200 
ii] Lilia? Scar) Ss. 

Following the custom further, we gol on olf 
horses. still weartny the kattoks, and rode the 
rest of the day with them on For the re 
mainder of the trip each of us carried at least 
one scart around his neck. 

Both Hrooke and | felt a moment of sadl- 
ness At leaving our friends behind, and we 
could see sincere emotion on their faces 

Concerned about our safety in bandit terri- 
tary, the Tibetan (Gsovernment detailed a ser- 
geant and five soltiers to accompany us as 
far as we Wished to take them, We took them 
as escort only through Tibet proper. The 
Chinese representative informed us that we 
wed be tet at the border by a detachment 
of Chinese soldiers. ‘They never showed up. 





Sandup Bids the Party Good-bye 


Our boy Sandup and his wife had to return 
to India. Since he had been our interpreter, 
we felt that losing him weakeord! our outht 
in that We had only our cook, 
Dommy, to replace him 

Tommy became cur Number | oman and 
Lathpa was promoted a sten, We found a 
young Tibetan named Pungo to act a camp 
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Kept Fine Specimens of 
that om ihe rie 
iimeer) bt 


monasteries. ll 
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to China 


Cad lites Lele. 7 
Tibetan Wild Life 
if two yem-ofh bharal (blue sheep 
the abundance of gore, The herds ore pro 
they howe suffered] (pues dal, 22 
hey and a young monk to look after the pons. 
This monk was. going in our direction also 
and was delighted to work his way. through 
He changed bis memk’s robes to a simple 
Fibetan civilian garb: 

All the servants hac ta Peropet 
Clothes ard bedding for the trip, and their 
family affairs had to be carefully worked out 
before. departure, 

After the first few daye we approached 
the wile, Vallevlike stretches of the Tibetan 
northern steppes, or plateaus. On the way up 
io and down the | ihe streams were 
frozen, offen with thick: jee bridge: over dried 
Sree aim hetls. 

We carted freas and considerable gram, 
eanecinity barley, and as much as we could of 
harley straw, for it wos mecessary Lo maintain 
our tine animus in good condition through the 
hitter stretch of northern uplands where 
neither straw nor grain was grown or avail- 
able, Since it was March, the last years 
truce was either grazed down or worthless 
Alier Lhe winler src, 

On March 23 we crossed the upper Kyi 
near Phongdo, The men crossed on a crode 
sirspension chain bridge lined with yak Niches 
212), and the animals forded the 


be given 


MLSSeS 


ai che 
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On His Estate Near Gyangtse the Dalai 
The weiter im the 
be oerill werk a. mooril 
imported tram India The 


ford. jeeclirinaet cluthine. b 


SITANGS Fi 


ue 
4 l Ika 


stream, which was low at that time of wear 

We lett our trail for half a day's ode to 
Reting Gompa, the seat of the ex-Kegent of 
Tibet, a very high religious personage, Before 
leaving Lhasa, we had exchanged ereetings 
om gifts with the ex-Kegent by means of 
messenvers, 0d he bod invited ws ta stop with 
him on the way north. 

Our poor Lakhpa fell il here, and after we 
cot him well we had to leave him behine to 
return to Gyangtse. In his place we found a 
ample Tibetan bev, 

The es-Regent was o great lover of horses 


and without a doubt had the best stable of 
imported Mongolian pacers in Tibet, Some 


of his ponies came from ns far away as Orga 
(Ulan Bator), Outer Mongolia, 

He had one remarkable animal, a crass be- 
tween a Mongolian pony and o wold sss, of 
kinng. This type of mule has almost as great 
endurance and ability to live off the country 


Lomo’'s High Steward Hus o Rud Factory 


lersiround 365 8 13-vesr—old boy 

Some dif the thet are made of mative herbs onel earth piements, an! 
sheen wool | 
is thet cuonom on bie es 


a | r F - W 
le complete a piece of this aie, abou! iy 4 fot 
HIME are 
For his luher the works 


Ca Leta. 


recelyes no pox—merels 


a8 the wile ges, [tt is much Larger and stronget 
than the ordinary mide and has the nadvantape 
of heofs shaped lke those of a birse 

On April 3} we crossed the divide of Langla 
Lia, It i 15,000 feet high anel separates the 
waters of the Branmaputra and the upper 
Salween. Within another two dave we meached 
Nagchu Dvong, administrative capital of 
northern Tibet. Here we were met by the com 
miesioner, Tsarone's son-in-law, a tew other 
city officials, and an honor guard detachment. 

We picked up at Nagchu Dzong some addi- 
lionel supplies we had sent ahead, After a 
three-day rest we sel off again, 


Hit by thie First Syston 


Two days out of Nagchu Deong we hit our 
iret enowsterm., The going became clifieult, 
since the snow had covered some of the dan- 
gerous spots. If was remarkahle how our 


animals sensed and avowed the hazards, 
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For the tirst time we encountered & Coravan 
carrying tea from China (pute 201). Tt hae 
left Jvekundo (Yushu) four months previously 
with 1,000 yaks and 25 ponies. Only 700 
yaks and 15 ponies survived, for the winter 
was extremely severe, The drivers were brew: 
ing tea in the lee of the stacked-up loads of 
tea, while the yake were erazing in the hills, 

About April 13 we Game to Kema, where 
a nomad chieftain had been notified of our 
skh) He receiver! ws with great honor by 
setting up guest tents, at the end of which 
had been erected two pillars af Inosely piled 
stones. On the top of them burning yak chips 
antl brush. threw off heavy columns ol smoke. 

From these pillars stones were laid out in 
a line as if marking the approach to the comp. 
This is a customary gesture toward ranking 
visitors; and it certainly added a little alr of 
tmpartance to our modest outfit. 

When the Dalai lama travels: across Tibet, 
the natives lay similar stones along both sides 
of the toad for many miles at a stretch and 
individunlly bring along small containers in 
which they bum brush and incense while ‘he 
puisses by 

That justice is rigorously upheld in that 
part of the country was atteted by an o¢ra- 
sional gallows fashioned of a flimsy pole, from 
which was suspended the head of a horse thief 
or bandit, Rumors of banditey were becoming 
more prevalent, and by now our outfit was 
well whipped up for defense in any emergency. 

The tead became quite difficult, and the 
terrain cut wp with steep banks of mud and 
snow, Some of the streams were only partly 
frozen, and the animals kept breaking through 
the ice. Snow fell intermittently. Whenever 
the sun was in, we cotidd feel the bitter cold 
ancl wind throuwh our Tibetan fur robes. 

A Precarious Suspension Bridge 

A few miles Tew nd Sok Gomba we crossed 
the tirst suspension tiridge over the Sok River. 
This bridge was nothing but two chains over 
which was. drawn a matting cf saplings, with 
no railing or support along its sides. As the 
animals passed over it, the bridge swerved 
and chook I like a ribbon in midair, 250. feet 
above the gorge, 

One man led each anitial by the head ane 
another held the tail, The vaks and the more 
stubborn of the other animals bad to ford the 
cold water a couple of miles downstream, 
Even some of our native men crossed that 
bridge on all fours, 

We saw the first spring plowing being done 
in the Sok Vallev, In this tegion voks were 
used for that purpose. | 

On April 19 we reached Pachen, where 


we Temuned for a few dave. Some miles 
beyond was the Tsangne La, which leads mnto 
Tsinghal Province, The Chinese reypiresent- 
ative in Lhosa had told us we would be met at 
the pass by a detachment of Chinese soliliers, 
but runners we sent obeail returned! to say 
that no Chinese were anywhere in sight anil 
that none of the nomads hid seen any Chinese 
in that region for couple of years, 

At this point we sent our Tibetan escort 
hack to Lhasa and procedded with our small 
erp [rom one nomad camp to the other, 
trusting in Tibetan gods and keeping: alert. 

The administrative jurisdiction of the Dalai 
Lama ends at this point, and beyond, for 
over 24) miles to Jvekunelo, tneits ane! 
feuding nomad clans prey on the transports. 

With the help of a nomad chief on the 
Tibetan side we finally were able to gather 
drivers and animals to tnke us across, How- 
ever, they refused to proceed until we had 
hired at leust 24 more men with rifles, 

On Apell 23 we parted with the accom- 
modating baron of the Pachen nomnds, 
who had assistel us in procuring the trate 
port, and began climbing the border range of 
Tsangne La, more than. 16,000 feet high. The 
higher we went, the deeper the snow became, 
This pass:1s seldom open in January, Febru- 
ary, and March (page 205). 

At that high altitude, conving full loads, 
the vaks had o system for getting through 
heavy snow, The leading animal would 
lumuare through the drifts until i was winded. 
Then it would lie down while the next vak in 
line cume up to make a few more. hinges. 
When the second, too, became exhausted, the 
third yak passed the first two. This process 
continued until the animals eventually reached 
solid ground, 

After a blizzard hac subsided, we could see 
from the top of the pass the vast, forbidding- 
looking wastes of the northern uplands, with 
a few snow-capped ranges in the distance. 
The temperature was below freezing, and the 
ceaseless winds were the strongest yet on- 
countered, 

Birthplace of Great Rivers of Asis 

We dropped into this vast area ond next 
day were riding along the mountains which 
served as a divide for the headwaters of the 
Salween, Vangize, anil Mekong. 

We were now traveling over the territory 
from which many of the great rivers of Asia 
start.” On April $0 we again began to en- 
counter ranges of cut-up terrain, Two days 

*See “Through the Great River Trenches of Asia 


(Yangiee, Mekong, ard Salwern)." by Joarph F 
Kock, NaTww al Geocarnic Manne, August, 1920. 
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Clad in--Felte Coors, Neoloks Keep Dry while Pitching Camp in the Rain 


These wietl and rugged people, renowned for their flercenis in battle 
trail, divine their yok caravans woross the desolate highlands, 
J¥ekundo to Sininme, 
Some were engaged for teomepart (pace 321), 


ime Virtually 
many Of ther 


waternrod?., (in the trail from 


later we reached the encampment of a neominel 
chieltain who furnished ws with Lransoort for 
the next sm davs, together with some men, 
moet of whom were armed only with «limes. 
Those bova were extremely accurate with these 
weapons, even up to GO yards, and could Fill a 
deg or ad man with them easily (page 183), 

ur only interpreter now was Tommy (page 
214), and be with his limited Chinese ani 
Enelish had o hard time understanding the 
natives, who spoke a diferent Tibetan dialect 

One day we were surrounded by men on 
horseback, who rode around us at a great 
distance out of tinge, We let out a few 
machine-run bursts in the direction we were 
heading, and the riders: disappeared from our 
path, One night our mastiff caught a bandit 
apy nei the camp, We tumed the fellow over 
to the chieftain the next day 

Cten one chieftain would tell we that an- 
other one was a bandit. Ina few casee we 


ute thoroughls: at home on the 
They Weir matted woo) gionmecnts which 
Laruicnant Colonel Tolstoy's purty saw 


had to resort to keeping a close walch on 4 
chieitain and his men while they were travel- 
ing with 1s. 


Fording the Mekong Kiver 


Cn May 6 we forded the Mekong River, 
which, though tather wide, was shallow, We 
camped at-an attractive litth monastery callel 
40rd Gomba. Unmeleste] by the monks, 
large flocks of blue sheep,.or bharals, ranged 
the hills (page 215). Here we watched a 
remarkable feat by a Tibetan hound. The 
dog actually ron down and hamstrung a full- 
prown gazelle 

At all times-we tried to send ahead an ovt- 
tider to notify the next chicitain of our 
coming and need of transport, In one in- 
stance we had a Tibetan monk write out an 
important-looking document ordering « chief- 
Ln to provide us with transport 

Qn Mav 10 we passed the beautiful valley 
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Com Dieeeiie Thilae: 
In Jyekunde the Americun Offeers Were Queartered in o Tibetan House 
tigre of ihe joumry over Woknown ftemtory., ‘The 


The place was exceedingly comfortible nfter thre 
niriy Were mow in Tsinghai Province, in what who 
villages similar te thos thes had passedl through in 


and plain of Nima Rungsha where. hundreds 
af wild asses qu! gavelles were grazing. The 
mountain slopes were thickly forested, and 
we saw musk deer jumping high through the 


underbrush, Riding slong stream, we 
jumped oa small flock of Lhasa stag, also 


known as Prejevalkky's deer (page 215), 


An Outpost of Chinese Mohammedan 
Soldiers 


In this territory travelers often Inst thete 
horses and mules. The aninwils ran away to 
loin wild uss herds. For that reason we kept 
bells on all.our stock while they were resting 
or running foose, The noise of the hells 
frightened away the will) asses. 

On Mov 12 we camé upon Ure first outpost 
of Chinese Mohammedan soldiers, whe were 
vrazing their transport animals in the tertile 
villey, Maj. Mia Ying-hsinng, their leader, 
tok] ms that his commanding general in |y¥e- 
kuncde had been notified by Gen, Ma Mu-fang, 


formetly ‘Tibetan territory, and fuuwrl mast of the 
Tibet Perper 


Governor of Tsinghal Province, that Chune- 
king expected our arrival there and thar he 
had been on the lookout for us, searching for 
some time dione the diferent passes. He was 
relieved that we finally had arrived safely, 

After 36 davs.on the road from Lhasa, we 
haltecl for two days lo Clean Lip? am rest be- 
lore appearing in Jvekunde, We understood 
that Gen. Mao. Pu-lang wae to give 4 an 
claborate reception 

(io Mav 15 we rode into 





the ottskirts of 


Jvekunds. The commanding general, his 
staff, anc the town's alficiale greeted us. 


A detachment of cavalry was lined up along 
the side of the read, and farther on monks of 
the local monastery were out with their bane. 

A holiday was proclaimed in the city, flags 
and banners were displayed, and all the people 
turned out to greet ws, Whenever we ap- 
proached a native sitting in the street, he 
would rae in welcome. 

We were escorted 


into a comfortable 


P40 


The Lhasa Cavalryman, Glad in Chain Mail for 
Armed with Bow and Arrow 


| : : 

r a = TI = a 1 1 i = i ' . : 
Hid headdress ornaricint ie patteried jlter the eve 
a 


his horse's mek anil himcdquarters are 
brost Te drill he perform 


a tureet whoile-ricking af 3 foullop (page S02}. 


Tibetan house by our host, the General, 
Here we were really settled in style, with 
big Chinese beds made up ‘with brand 
new suk quilts, servants and a cock to attend 
us, and two aro cuards to watch the pate, 
In all this cwstemary Chinese hospitality we 
relaxed and forget the worries of the trail, 

There was a wireless irom Jvekondo to 
sining, and we asked the General to send o 





Ol a peacoce fouthir, jn! 
cover) with leather 
riinarkalde ompumttoan feats 
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messi tie Cohn 
vi Saninge to povtily 
General Stilwell's heail- 
COATS rif Paap I bil 
arcvial 
The taeneral toll 1s 
he heel instnictione to 
the procure 
ment of our Treas 
mn ml FETE EL 
In oc fow (La V's ivuir Wt 
fatthiul Tibelans 
react to stort back to 
Lien anc the Dndinon 
border, this time vin the 
snuitherm rouble through 
(hae 
The Pack Anumals 
Swin the Vangtee 
When we leit 
kuncde, We Were es- 
cored for several miles 
by the General, his 
nfl and an honer 
fuard (nage FOS). TI 
was only a short jout 
nev from fvekuredo to 
the Yanetee River 
which was o bundretl 
yurds of more wide ot 
that point and rather 
owilt. We swim the 
animals across and fer- 


deal 
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‘the ic 


wee 
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he 
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ried the equipment on 
rafts Hoated on blown 
i Shit, foci, 

Cn June | we camp 
near Shewt 
which nerches on the 
cide of o@ MOUNTAIN 
The country became 
more ane MGC SW} 
in the lower 
the valleys ani plains, 
ane) our aris bog! 
i liown frequently (pulge 
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irra Hudded with cid | 


crv missiles inti On Jone 3 a heavy 
Shc wWws Lor 


caurht we 
Lace 


traveling 
The i 


al 
difficult for several climiute «© 


thie section of the 


| vs 


COUNTY 1& severe, 4nnw 
sometimes fallmg even in midsummer, Thi 





ranges gre farther apart, and the vallevlihe 
hiwins bear better grass than elsewhere. He- 
cause the numerous rivers are brood, many of 
them: were difficult for the animals to awim 
We had to stop sometimes and kill sheep t 
make blown-up skins for our rafts, 


Across. Tibet 


Thovgeh we were 
now triversing cunt 

Li ileal wak 
hRUuneroos, 


nae ol 


where the 
Once Wits 
We Soa 
inimals, The intreduc- 
linn of automatic rifles 
hy (hinese Moham- 
medan troops had ex- 
termimited the herrls: 
Day after day we 
massed! hort skolls 

On June 7 we neared 
the Tra La helween 1 
VYangize nod Yellow 
(Hwang) River heaed- 
water: We ne 
ITO Bs meny oS nine 
hears inone day. This 
bear appeared wer 
close to our privy in 
size and coloring, Cap 
tain Dolan shot one, 
ooo Wwe preserved! its 
skull pod tice, 

There were Simms of 
the erest Asintic bie 
horn sicep, an on a 
ercit 


hunts 


these 








Seis We 
tart 
of the trail, 1 grep 
ni ning Tams was the 
largest I spied. © 
Yehmatan 
plains with their almost 
Tmpenetrable Swarr, 
we camel for three 
Virtually in 
Even at nicht 
without their loads, the 
animals heretic! cow. 

Reaching Gamoh 
Nar, 2 large 
Waiter like 
near the Chinese: milli- Th 
tary outpost of Hwang 
hoyen, we crossed the 
Yellow River not man 
Miles rom it source 
This countty was familiar to Captain Delan, 
for in 1935 he had taken an experitiot there 
to collect mammals tor the Academy of 
Natural Sciences of Philadelphia 
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Floods Make River Crossing Ditheult 


Hevond Chingshitou.our he Iners and escort 
were Ngoloks. These people, taller and more 
rugeed than central Tibetans. are knirvwn as 


Ey me 
the fercest trite tn this area (page 218), 
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. comminder of the 
lice extlorer: in 
Tsinghua! Province on jtine 1) 


im | 
Pod 
mate 


India to Chong 


Pain, Arieke [Tribes 


For Headquarters, the Moslem Colonel Used a Mongel Vurt 


Lith se 
friendly 


fort at Hwanchoren 
roaches] this 
Wis ot hited, tiers 


Lim camp pire) sanppils 
manner Wien the 
Thoweh simmer 


outpost in 


Were still 


iruihe 
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On June 1Y we came to the Ta River, on 
the far side of which was the old Chinese fort 
of Tahopa, A daewnpour in the mourning had 
ewelled the river to about 300 feet tn width, 
and it was exceptionally swift, It took a da 
anda half to cross our animals and supplies 
Cy rats: 

The Tohope fort was known to have tele- 
graph and telephone communication, but we 
found both out of commssion, In the summer- 
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In Tsinghai Province, Chins, the Going Is Treacherous 


Tussocks of fuiriy solid turl ore interspersed with beg holes which trap unwary peck artimals 
poties fas warded off the turf and is foundenng in © swamp pit 


ot) Lhe 


time several trucks manage to get up to the 
fort over the hard turf, At ‘the time of our 
vit. however, motor trfhe was out of the 
question, 

Cin June 21 we approached the west end 
uf Koko Nor (Tsing Hai), where we were met 
by the Chinese Mohammedan garrison com- 
mander of Cheche. Flere and there were signs 
of fields that had been under cultivation in 
previous years, Our yak transport gave way 
to bullocks at yellow Moneolian cattle, 

The night of June 25 we rested in another 
(Chinese fort, Chapucha, where we met a large 
detachment of Mohammedan cavalry on their 
way to Ivekundo. They were wearing white. 
felt robes made for warmth as well as for 
shedding the frequent rains of that region, 

Skirting a conmicerable stretch of desert not 
unlike the arid sands found in Arizona, we 
passed over several dunes which the winds 
keep moving from place to place. 

Por sone time now we had felt the approach 
of ] Lalas ant] ee ety chav We! Sw Tore breed Tore 
wild flowers. We soon rode through sqclid 
expamses of wild iris. 

We arrived in the Chinese city of Hwane- 
vuan on the 89th day of travel and, pro- 


ceeding along the cultivated valleya and 
through small Chinese villages, soon were 


Here one 


pate si) 


within a days march of Sining. The Ilaat 
ten miles we Tode in a car sent out for us by 
the Governor of ‘Tsinghai. 


First Plece of Call = Turkish Bath 


The most memorable occurrence in Sinine, 
outside of a visit with the Governor, was our 
visit to the Turkish bath, which we made 
our Very first place of call in the city. 

From Sining we hired a itnick and drove 
on to Lanchow (page 211) over a fairly 
giml road, There, awaiting us; was our mall. 
Which had been sent up by plane from Chung- 
King to the compound af American mission- 
anes. We reported our sate arrival to General 
Stilwell by telegram, and a few divs later 
received: hie telegram of congratulations and 
orders to report to. Chungking." 
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Hhilitivnal attics in the Natioxst, Gpo- 

Magmztre on Tihet and the China-Tihet 
borderlind, set “Life Among the Peeple of Eastern 
Tibet” te De AL LL. Shelion, September, 1921 
“Clinhing Mighty Minya Konksa.” by Richard 1 
Hurdsall aml Terris Moore, May, 1943; “Exploring 
a Gr Wonderland of Wid West China,” by Rav 
G, Johnsen, June. Mad; and, ty Joseph F. Rock 
“Glories of the Minya Konka,” October, 930; “Beek- 
ing the Miauntuins of Mystery," February, 1650: “1x 
perience: Of gp Lone Geographer.” Sepiomber, 1923; 
and “Life Among the Lummis of Clon” Novwenrber, 
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Yanks at Westminster 


By Carr. Leonarp Davin GAMMANS 
Meicber of Porliament of the United Kingdom 


With Ulstrations by Staff Photographer B. Anthony Stewart 


. the war, T aient a week at the great 

_ British naval base of Scapa Flow m.the 
Orkney Tslands. Anchored here was an air- 
craft catrier of the U. 5. Navy... IT met the 
captain ashore, and he persuaded me to come 
aboatd his ship and address his men, on the 
promie af being given a large dish of ice 
cream, which T had not seen for two years. 

T spoke to more than a thousand officers 
and men on the flight deck and somewhat 
tushly invited them to look me up in the 
House of Commons if ewer they came to 
Londo, 

Some months Inter, as 1 was sittmg m the 
Chamber of the House, one of the attendants 
whispered in my ear that the “whole American 
Navy was in the lobby asking to see me. 
When | went out, there were my friends from 
(he aitcraft cartier, asking me to fulfill my 
promise to take them around the House of 
Commins. 


Came to See, Learn, Compare 


This was only the first of the many bun- 
dreds of parties of American soldiers and 
sailors | have shown around.” Tt has been a 
most interesting experience, ond | can only 
hope that they enjoyed it as much as I did, 

They were of all types, Some were men 
who were just doing a tour of London and had 
included the House of Commons, Others ob- 
viously had a knowledge of English history 
and wanted to see the place where much of 
it had been mace (pare 224). 

Then there was that small but select band 
of men who had studied constitutional low 
and history and were anxious to learn in what 
wav Britich democracy differed from ther 
crwth. 

Most of the parties T tock around consisted 
of about 25 men.. Generally they were Amer- 
icans, but I remember one Saturday afternoon 
when a party of 30 included. six Canadians, 
four Australians, two. New Zeulanders; two 
turianed soldiers of the Indian Army, a Pole, 
a Frenchman, aod a» Norwegian, 

Two of the Gls addressed the Pole in his 
own langue, to the surprise of their com- 
nanions, This was in the early part of 1944, 
when the vast Allied Army of miny races was 
gathering in England preparing for the in- 
vision of D Dy, 


S= after the United States came into 
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The way two million American boys man- 
aged te crowd into the small space of Great 
Britain during that year is a tribute to the 
adaptibility and the essential good manners 
of the youth of the United States. 

The British were pleased to welcome then 
in their homes, but it was a tight. squeexe. 
This led to the music hall joke, “I heard an 
Englishman speak in Grosvenor Square.” 

The vast array of buildings which houses 
the British Parliament is known as the Palace 
of Westminster (Plate IV), Tt i, in fact, a 
roval palace and comes under the charge of 
the Lord Great Chamberlain, one of the oliest 
hereditary offices under the Crown, 

From the days before the Norman Concuest 
duwn to Henry VIL, the King lived in. a 
palace on this site. For many centuries Par- 
lisment had no fixed home. Tt was summoned 
iv the King to various places, and sessions 
of Parliament were held in Lincoin, “York, 
Oxford, sind other cities of the Kingdom, 
but this inconvenient practice came to an end 
with the Tudor kings, Since that time Parlia- 
ment has bee housed on this historic site on 
the banks of the “Phames. 

The fact that it is still a royal palace gives 
the Members of Parliament one curious priv- 
Here, The burding is not subject to any 
licensing laws, and while the House is in 
sessicin. Members can get a drink at times 
which would be impossible outside, 

The old Palace was frequently badly darn- 
aged by fire and was largely destroyed in 
1834. Luckily, three of its most historic and 
beautiful parts survived that fire: Westmin- 
ster Hall, the Crypt Chapel, and the Cloisters. 


Building Older Than English Language 


Westminster Hall is probably the most his- 
toric building in England. Tt was built by 
William Rufus in 1097 and is, in fact, older 
than the English language. It adjoins New 
Palace Vard, so nomed in 1094 to differen- 
linte it from Old Palace Yard. 

The building was restored in 1394 by Rich- 
ard IT, whe put on the. farnous wooden roof, 
This. roof, however, had to be completely re- 
stored more than 20 years ago when it was 
attacked by the deathwatch beetle. 

*See “When GI Joes Took Londen.” by Maj. 
Frederick Simpich, Ir. Natviowat Giocrarmic Maca- 
rive, Seqelember, 144. 
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Sight-sccine Yanks Bombard the Author with Questions about Parliament 
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Westminster Hall can in very truth be said 
to enshrine the history of England. It was 
here that Simon de Montiort called: togetber 
he famouw Parliament of L265 Charles | 
wos tried within its walls before being be 
headed in Whitehall, Many coronation feasts 
held here. At one feast in the 
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i challenge to anyone who micht 
the Ring's might to the Crown, 
Many fanvous State trials have taken plouce 
in Westminster Hall. such as thosr rf 
William Wallace, 1205: Guy Fawkes in 1606; 
am] Warren Hastings, which lasted more than 
etvrn In more recent times Westmin- 
ster Hall hae witnessed the reset rage 


:, 
COestion 
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Woe SS; 
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between the Enelish and American Bar Asse 
Clations, tind just before World War TI the 
President of France, M. Albert Lebrun. ad- 


dressed] both Howses of Parlioment 
Iwo English sovereigns have here lain in 
state. During the bitterly cold days of Jan- 
more than necple ti Let 


unary, 19s, 
silently by the coffin of George ¥, 
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(Chapel Cmece Stable and Coal Cellar 


The Crypt Chanel dates from 1292 li 
has hada somewhat checkered history, (Crom- 
well is reputed to have stabled his horses 
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there, Tt was then used ot different times as 
a coal cellar and as a Speakers dining: room. 
It was later restored aml! is today one of the 
mest beautiful litte chapels in the world, 
Members of Parliament have the right to be 


married in. the Crypt Chapel and. to have- 


their children christened there (Mates VI, 
VIT). Tt has no pews cr permanent-seals ex- 
cept a stone bench running along the wall. 
Seats ore of course a comparatively modern 
introduction into churches; in the Middle Ages 
worshipers ether stood or knelt, It was only 
the aged or infirm who were expected to use 
the seits along the side, “This ts the origin of 
the on," The wenkest goes to the wall” 

The Cloisters, built ior the use of the canons 
of St. Stephen's Chapel, were one of the Inst 
ecclesiastical buildings completed before the 
Reformation. It is now used as a Members’ 
cloakroom amt has a magnificent fan-yaulted 
roof. 

After the fire of 1834, a New Palace of 
Westminster wae built, Tt is an example of 
modern Gothic architecture, and the historic 
Westminster Hall has been most happily in- 
corperated into it. 

At one end of New Palace stands the famous 
clack tower of Big Ben, whose chimes were 


heard over the British Broadcasting Corpora-. 


tion during World War If (Plates I and AVI 
und papet 229, 250). 
New Puluce Has 1100 Rooms 
The present Palace of Westminster & an 
immense building covering more than eight 
acres, with (wo miles of passages, 100 stuir- 
cises, and more than 1,100 rooms, It con- 


tains, or tather did contain until the Howse 
of Commons was destroyed in 1941, the two 


chambers in which the Lords and eC cMmmons: 


met; also St, Stephen's Hall, formerly St. 
Stephen's Chapel, in which the House of 
Commons sat for nearly 300 years (Plate 
NII); the Royal Gallery, scene of so many 
historic occasions during the past century; the 
dining rooms, lihraries, and offices. 

When the House of Commons chamber was 
hit by o bomb in May, 1941, the Commons 
met for a time in sae hurch House, W estminster, 


House of ‘Lords yenerously vacated their 
own chamber in favor of the Commons and 
moved ta a temporary chamber in the King’s 
Robing Room (Plate XV), 

Both Houses also moved to Church Howse 
for a short time in the summer of 1944 when 
the attucks of thying bombs were at their 
height. 

Both the Howse of Cormmons and the House 
of Lords:-are oblopg chambers in which the 
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Government sits on the Speaker's right and 
the Opposition on his lett, with a clear space 
between them. 

One of the oddities about the House of 
Commons which always strikes visitors is that 
there are more than 600 Members, but seats 
for only ahout 400 of them. 

When the plans for the new House of Com- 
mons were being discussed in 1943. much or- 
eoiment took: place as to whether this arrange 
ment should continue. At first sight it seers 
odd that a third of the Members should have 
nowhere to sit; but, on the other hand, except 
fur debates an special occasions it is seldom 
that all the Members are present, and a vast 
chamber which would be necessary to seal all 
of them would Jose much of the intimacy of 
cut-and-thrust debuite for which the House 
of Commons has vs been noted. 

Tt seems almost certain, therefore, that the 
new House of Commons when it is erected will 
still be approximately the same size, Faxcept 
hy courtesy, no Member is allotted any par 
ticular seat. A Member who wishes to re- 
serve a place for himself must write his name 
on accard and put it before prayers on the 
seat he wishes to occupy; then he must be 
‘phe at prayers or his right to the seat 
apses, 

E could never moke my American visitors 
understand the paint of building a chamber 
which could seat only two-thirds of its Mem- 
bers, A boy from New York put it pic- 
turesqquely in the words, “What's the sense of 
¢lecting a man to Parliament if you don't 
give the guy anywhere to sit when he gets 
there?” 


The Questom Hour 


Perhaps. the feature of the House of Com- 
mons of preatest interest to the American 
visitor is Question Hour, because there Is no 
parallel to it in the United States Congress, 

Question Hour means that any Member of 
Parliament can put down a question to a 
Minister concerning his Department, and the 
Minister has to come to the House of Com- 
mons and mnswer it, Questions my be an- 
swered either orally or in writing, 4s the 
Member who asks the question desires. 

The Minister may prepare his answer with 
aid of the officinds in his own Department, 
but he must be willing to answer éxtempore 
any supplementary question which the Mem- 
ber who asked the question or any other 
Member miy put to him. Many a Minister 
has Inst his reputation and eventually his 
office because he was unable to defend his 
administration before the critical scrutiny of 
the House of Commons, 
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Question Hour is 2 wonderful means of 
making the Executive directly respotisible to 
the Leeisinture ond responsive to public 
opinion, A question may be put down on 
sume matter of foreign or domestic policy 
which affects the Nation as a whole, or it muy 
aiso be asked of the affairs of some humble 
person for whom a Member is trying to pet 
justice from. the Government. 

During the war on a particular day I hod 
two questions on the Order Paper, One of 
them was to the Prime Minister, Mr. Church- 
ill, on British policy with regard to French 
North Africa, As it 40 happened, the very 
next question on the paper was one addressed 
to the Minister of Pensions about a widow in 
my constituency whoer husband had died as 
a result of a bomb injury and who had not 
received a pension, 

She considered that she was suffering from 
an injustice, and so did T, and as 1] was unable 
ta put the matter right by corresponilence, | 
called] wpon the Minister before the whole 
House of Commons to give reasons why he 
had denied her a pension, 

Nothing could be more flexible or deno- 
cratic than the institution of parliamentary 
questions, nor could! there be any greater 
safeguard for the liberty af the individual. 

Husiness under Three Mlain Heads 

After {Juestion Hour there is normally a de- 
bate. Roughly speaking, parliamentary busi- 
nesscon be divided under three main heads. 

First of all, there is the ordinary business 
of carrving on the Nation, Once a year each 
Minister has to present his estimates of ex- 
penditure for the coming year to the House 
of Commons, be prepared to defend his record 
for the past year, and listen to any criticism 
and advice which the House may offer him. 
Once a year, too, the Budget, which ts really 
an accwunt of the Nation's finances, is laid 
before the House, and the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer expluins how he proposes to meet 
it by taxation. 

The sécend main divishon comprises. new 
legislation which the Government is bringing 
forward. At each general election the different 
parties lay their programs before the elector- 
cbte. They say to the electors, “If you return 
us to power, we will bring in bills to do this, 
that, and the other.” In recent months, for 
example, the Socialist Government has been 
introducing various measures for the nation- 
alization of industry for which they claim that 
therr majority at the 1945 election gave them 
a tiandate. These bills are discussed both in 
principle, in what ts called the second reading, 
and later on in detail in the committee stare. 
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But there is another type of dehote as well, 
and that is when # motion, which may take 
the form of a motion for adjournmment,. is 
moved, This does not mean that the House 
adjourns in the sense that it céiees to sit, but 
that ordinary business is suspended and some 
question of special interest is discussed. Fur 
example, it:may be a debate on foreign affairs, 
colonial affairs, demobilization, or some stl)j- 
ject of particular ieryprort ot the time. 


The First Commoner of the Land 

One of the greatest and most honorable of- 
fices to which any British subject can attain 
is that of the Speaker of the House of Com- 
mons. He is also a Member of the House of 
Commons. His selection is somewhat hatd on 
his constituents, because as Speaker he must 
divest himself of all party allegiance and cease 
to perform many of the duties for which his 
constituents have chosen him. 

Tt hos heen said, facetiowly, that the 
Speaker is so called ‘because he is the only 
man who does not speak, That t true in the 
ordinary sense, but there was a time when 
Parliament was fighting for its rights ond 
liberties against the Stuart kings. ane the 
Speaker was in very truth the mouthpiece wf. 
the House of Commons and the defender-of 
its ancient privileges. 

Because of this history, a curious ceremony 
takes place when the Speaker is elected at 
the beginning of each new Parliament. His 
home is proposed by ane Member and serc- 
onded by another, and if the House is in agree- 
ment the Speaker Elect ts led by his proposer 
and seconder fron his dies on the benches of 
the House of Commons te the Speaker's chair, 
By long-established tradition he is supposed 
to show a certain amount of reluctance and is 
hustled along apparently unwillingly. 

This gesture is not merely a token of his 
sense of unworthiness of such a high office, but 
also because in days long apo the Speaker of 
the House of Commons ran considerable risks 
from tyrannical kings and for that reason the: 
position was not greatly ooveted, 

The. Spoaker is the first Commoner in the 
land. He is the only man except the King 
who is allowed to hold an official Jevee. Te 
lives in the Palace of Westminster and on his 
retirement from office is almost invariably 
made a member of the House of Lords, 

The Speaker has to decide which Member 
shall next address the House. When one 
Member has finished speaking and sits dawn, 
all those who wish to address the House stand 
up and the Speaker has to decide which of 
them shall be called. This is referred (0 as 

“catching the Speaker's eve." 
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Londen’s Faithful Ciounselor; the 23-fo0t Clock, Gets a Slonumental Face Brushing 
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A tradition of the Hritish House of Com- 
mons is that the views of minority parties shall 
be beard and in fact given greater weight than 
their numbers in the House could legitimately 
demand. The Speaker is the guardian of 
minorities, and one of the reasons why Par- 
liament has retained the respect of British 
people is the knowledge that before any 
measure becomes low every possible viewpaint 
for or against it con be expressed. 

In Britain all adults, male andl female, over 
the age of 21 have a vote.. Une section of the 
community i disenfranchised, and thal is 
members of the Howse of Lords, Nor are they 
allowed to become members of the House of 
Commons. NXweither are clergymen of the 
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Church of Erwlaned or 
the Church of Rome; 
The candidate who 
offers himself for elec- 
Lion nee nol reside im 
the comtituency which 
he aspires to represent, 
In a ¥tist country Ttke 
the United States, with 
ie Wide divervencies 
in culleok ancl in proti- 
lems, local knowledee 
is ohvigcusly mre nec- 
exaary than in a small, 
compact, and home- 
renenus political wumnit 
like (reat Britain 
The British system 
has, however, one ad- 








vantage which most 
AMOricin Visilurs ap 


preciate, mumely, that 
wider it a Member af 
Parliament may feel 
[ree to tike a view Un- 
popular with his con- 
stituents when he. con 
siders it right to cdo sn, 
knowing that if be fails 
Lo secure te-clection he 
can still offer himself 
somewhere @lse 


Same Electors May 
Vote Twice 


Although women 
have hacl the vote and 
have been eligible for 
membershi the 
Howse of Commoans 
since 1919. in no Par- 
latent since tit bime 
have women Nlembers 
formed more than about 3 percent of the total, 

In certain circumstances an elector may 
have more than one vote. For example, 
owners Of bosinesses whose Premises fire silg- 
ated outside the constituency in which they 
live may also vote in the canstit Gency where 
they do business. Graduates of British uni- 
versities have a second yote as well, They con 
vote for university comlidates who represent 
the university, quite apart from the town or 
city in which it is located, 

The City of Londen, too, which Hlaved such 
a-greal part in the early stniggles of Parlia- 
ment against the Stuart Kings, still sends two 
Members to the House of Commans elected by 
the freemen of the City af London, who in 
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mddition have yotes in the particular constitu. 
ency in which they may be living. 

Every British Member of Parlianient ray 
view with envy the salary anc emoluments auf 
his Anietican oovnterpart, At present a Mem- 
ber is paid £1,000 per annum ($4,000), and 
his only other perquisite is free railway travel 
Letween Westminster and his constituency. 

All further expenses he has to meet him- 
self; for example, other traveling, all postage, 

nervy, telegrams, and telephone culls. He 
and no secretarial assistance pro- 
vided for him, One oddity which strikes the 
Ametican visitor is to see Members of Partia- 
ment interviewing constituents or dictating Jet- 
ters to their secretaries in the drafty corridors 
of the Palace of Westminster (Plate TTT). 


Quaint Customs Reeall History of 
Parliament 


Americnn visitors are always interested in 
the old customs, practices, and traditions of 
the British Parliament. All of them take us 
back to same great episode in English history 
connected with the long fight to establish par- 
liamentary democracy. For e@xample, there 
is only one man in the world who cannot listen 
to a debate in the House of Commons, and 
that is the King. This dates back to the 
days when Charles T forced his way inte the 
Commons and tried to arrest five of its 
Meta bers. 

A ccurious ceremony takes place when a 
bill as finally passed) through the Comenuns 
and the Lords and has received the King’s 
signature. Jt is then sent back to the House 
of Lords, where the Royal Assent is normally 
signified, not by the Kine in person, but by 
pies Lords Commissioners acting on his he- 
ail f, 

TRE ceremony is performed in the House 
of Lords and not in the House of Commons. 
The Commoners are summoned to come to 
the Lords by the Gentleman Usher of the 
Riack Kol, a very old office, As Black Kod 
reaches the Commons, the door is slammed 
in his face, and he has to knock and receive 
permission before he can enter. 

This net denotes that the Commons of F.ng- 
land can express their opinions without fear 
of faver, intrammeled by the presence of the 
King ai of i ofhicers, ilies 

Freedom of speech is perh: the most 
treastired British freedom be all, Tt explains 
one of the most famous “sights” of London, 
the “orators” in Hyde Park on Sunday after- 
TM ATES, 

| discovered that this essentially British 
institution was of greater interest to Amer- 
ican Gis than almost anything else in London, 
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Here on Sundays and on summer evenings.can 
be heard perple letting aff steam on every sub- 
ject irom ‘Trotskyite communism to anti- 
Semitism, ane from extreme religions bigotry 
to a gentleman why preaches that the earth 
is dat 

Provided they do not go bevond the bounds 
of decency, almost anything may be sald at 
Herde Park to a tolerant and slightly bored 
crowd who wander from one oratorical pitch to 
another os part of thelr promenade, 

A GI told me that he and a friend drove up 
int a jeep and stopped for a moment to see 
what was going on. A long-haired gentleman, 
standing on his little rostrum, was breathing 
hire and brimstane on sociwty generally, He 
first wanted to abolish the King and the Roval 
Family as “decadent remnants of an outworn 
feudalism.” He then told the crowd what he 
thought of the Howse of Lords, ‘the gilded 
popinjays in coronets and ermine,” 

Noodnet took the slightest notice of either 
statement. Fle then proceeded to air his views: 
A the police, “the paid hirelings of a capitalist 

avery. 

A London bobby who was standme by 
started ti walk towards the crowd, ond one 
CsI turned tu the other and said, “Now we 
shall see seme fun. He's going to pinch the 
guy. But the policeman came up ta the two 
Gls and saad,“ Mease turn off vowur engine, the 
poor chap can’) make himself heard.” Tt is 
this freeiom of speech which & symbolized 
in the traditions of Partiament. 


Bowing to an Empty Chair 

A visitor to the House of Commons is al- 
ways ustounded to see Members bowing to the 
Speaker's chair even when he is mot in it 
Refore the Reformation, England was a 
Koman Catholic country, An altar and a 
crucifix are supposed to have stood behind the 
Speaker's chair, and the chair in St. Stephen's 
Chapel stood on the site of the high altur. 

Members also bow to the mace, which must 
rest upon the table of the House of Commons 
before the House can legally carry on its busi- 
fess. The mace seems to be a symbol of au- 
thority in democratic assemblies all over the 
world. The present mace of the House of 
Commons isa “new one; it dates only from 
1660, because Cromwell ran. off with the old 
mace and it has never been founed. 

The new mace has lost 22 ounces in weight 
since 1660. No one seems to know what has 
happened to it: it may have been lost by rub- 
bing, or more possibly was incorrectly weighed 
in the first instance, 

T shall always remember @ Friday afternoon 
when T was entertaming some American naval 
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officers at tea in the House, Suddenly a police- 
Tan came into the room and shouted out senne 
words. One of the officers asked, “What did 
he say?” T replied, “He said, “Who goes 
home?’ ™ 

This phrase is always used when the House 
rises for the dav. [t takes us back to the time 
when the environs of Westminster were in- 
fested by robbers and thieves; and hall a dozen 
Members, preceded by o linkboy with a torch, 
would decide to go bome together for their 
mitual protection, 

There is, too, the famous carpet. A strip 
af carpet with two lines on it lies in front of 
the bottom benches en each side of the House, 
Ifa Member in the exuberance of his oratory 
chanced to put a font outside the outer line 
of the carpet, all his fellow. Members would 
ery, “Order? order,” untif he put it back. 

Many centuries ago Members lirought their 
swords into the chamber, and occasionally 
when passions became arouse an attempt 
might be made to draw swords and cross them 
with an opponent opposite. 

The House got tired of the brawling, and 
it was decided that swords must be left in the 
oakroom, where to this very day thongs to 
held the swords are provided for the Members. 
So long as the Member remains within the 
line on the carpet he cannot reach his: political 
qpPpotent opposite, 

“Mr. Speaker, | Spy Strangers!" 

Only in comparatively recent times have 
the proceedings of Porliament been remorted. 
and the House still jealously guards its rights 
to tefuse the admission of all strangers if it 
si) desires, . 

During the war il wis necessary on occasion 
to. hold secret sessions, The Prime Minister, 
Mr. Churchill, would rise and say, “Mr. 
Speaker, I spy strangers," The valleries were 
then cleared of the press and visitors, and 
the House went into secret session. 

A Member who thinks the time has come 
ta turn on the electric light makes his views 
known by saying, “Mr. Speaker, | call for 
catidles.”’ 

Guy Fawkes Dav, November §, illustrates 
the British habit of treating cherished insti- 
tutions with a certuin levity. In 1605 Guy 
Fawkes tried to blow up Parliament with some 
barrels of gunpawder. He has been referred 
to facetiously os “the last man whe went to 
Parliament,with the right ideas.” At the lost 
moment plot was discovered and Guy 
Fawkes was hanged. 

Even today, before Parliament meets: for 
each session the cellars are solemnly searched 
by the Veomen of the Guard, or the “Beef- 
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eaters” as they are called, wearing their his- 
toric red uniforms with ruffis and curious huts. 
Carrying lanterns and pikes, they solemnly 
search the Palace of Westminster for a modern 
Guy Fawkes. 

Members of Parliament are entitled to have 
the traffe beld up for them in the vicinity of 
Westminster sa sign that nothing must stand 
between the Member and his obligation to ide 
his duty in the Howse of Commons. Members 
are also free from arrest on a civil suit so long 
as they remain within the Palace af West- 
minster, and they cannot be sued for slander 
for anything they may say in debate. 

A Clue to British Character 

In. theory no Member of Parliament can 
resign, Ji he wishes to do so, he must apply 
for “the stewardship of the Chiltern Hun- 
dreds" The reason is that, except for Min- 
isters, no: Member can hold on office of profit 
under the Crown, and although the stewurd- 
ship of the Chiltern Hundreds has oo mean- 
ing today, it ts still regarded as an office of 
poretit. Ry accepting it a Member automati- 
rally wacates his seat. 

These old customs and traditions of the 
House of Commons provide a clue to British 
character, We are an old nation and proud 
of our history, although on the whole we 
are woefully lonirant om it, The British have 
never esteemed something new merely becouse 
itis new. They like their traditions and retain 
them, provided that by so doing progress is 
not impeded. 

This love of tradition has its practical wees, 
In 1940 after the fall of France when Great 
Britain and the Empire stood alone, the out- 
aide world did mot give us @ one-tielen chance 

of survival. But in Britain itself! neyer was 
there the faintest belief that we could be de- 
feated. Unéonsciously the British people were 
drawing on the derp roots of their long history. 
They had not been invaded since 1066,-and 
whatever might be the odds against then: they 
were quite convinced that somehow or other 
they would triamph in the end, 

Parhament consists of the Ring, the Londs, 
and the Commons. No bill can become law 
until it has been passed by both Houses and 
‘lene! by the King, The last sovereign to 
refuse to sign a bill was Queen Anne, but 
under the Brith Constitution the consent 
of the Ring is still required, 

The House of Lords numbers more than 700 
peers of different ranks, First are the peers 
of royal blood: that 3, the two brothers of the 
present King, the Dukes of Gloucester ond 
Windsor, und their young nephew, the Duke 
of Rent, 
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Yanks at Westminster 


Nest come the Lords Spiritual, the Arch- 
hishops of Vo ork and Canterbury and 24 bishops. 

The order of peerage is as follows: dukes, 
murquesses, earls, vigcounts, and barons. All 
these lny peerages are hereditary. bot under 
the Appellate Jurisdiction Act of 1876 seven 
Law Lords who are life peers are appointed 
for their legal knowledge and experience. 

Limitations of the House of Lords 

The House of Lords is not an elected ae- 
sembly. Since 1911 its powers have been 
wreatly restricted, It cannot amend any bill 
which concems money, For many ornturies 
the House of Commons has insisted that sup- 
ply and taxation are its own prerogative. 

Over other hills, too, the Lords retain only 

4 limited power; they may elect a hill, but 
ence it hms passed thrice through the House 
of Commons, on the third rejection by the 
Lords the bill goes nutomatically over their 
heads to the King, provided that two vears 
have elapsed since the hill was first Introduced 
into the Commons. 

It can therefore be said definitely that the 
House of Lords cannot impede any legislation 
for which the House of Commons has been 
Fiven it direct tiindate by the people. 

Curiously, as the Lords have lost their power 
their prestige has increased. Many of their 
members are men who have been raiser to 
the peerage as a reward for meriioriods serv 
ice in Great Britain and the Empire, Since 
they are not responsible to the whims of an 
electorate, they can afford to express their 
opinions with complete freedom, and generally 
the debutes in the Lords reach » very: high 
standard of knowledge and statesmanship. 

The question is often asked, “Why not 
ubolish the Lords, or at any rate reform 
them?" Logically, that isa sound Viewpoint, 
but the British have never been particularly 
pom at logic, Their approach to most prob- 
lems is, rather, “Dees it work?” If it does, 
why tamper with it? 

The House of Lords performs one other 
ancient fumction. Tt i not only a legislative 
body, but has been since the earliest dava of 
English history o judicial beady as well, It is 
the final court of appeal for the whole system 
of British justice. An appeal lies to the House 
of Lords from any Court.of Appeal in Englund, 
the Court of Session in Scotland, or the Court 
of Appeal in Northern [reland. 

The judgment delivered t a judgment of 
the Lords. spiritual and temporal in J'arlia- 
ment assembled, but the court which hears 
the case consists only of the Lords of Appeal, 
who have been mentioned above, ‘The other 
peers do not altend, 
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One member of the House of Lords whose 
duties are difficult to éxplain ‘to visitors i= the 
Lord Chancellor (Plate TX). “He performs 
three functions. In one sense he is the 
Speaker of the House of Lords, but he does 
not possess the same powers as the Speaker 
of the House of Commons in keeping order 
and im regulating debates. In this capacity 
he does not sit in a chair or on a dais but 
on the Woolsack, a scpire, rec, raised cushion 
which t& weed to be stuffed with wool. 

The Woolsack dates back to the days when 
the prosperity of England very lorgely de- 
pended upon the export of wool to northern 
Europe, where it was made up into cloth. To 
remind the Governmerit of the importance of 
the wool trade, it was decided to seat the Lord 
Chancellor on a sack of wool, and he has sat 
there ver since (Plate XV). | 

When I explained this to a boy from Vir- 
ginia, he remarked, “If the principle were 
applied to Virginia, our Lord Chancellor, if 
we had one, would have to sit on a sack of 
tabaceo!" 

The Lord Chancellor i also a Member of 
the Government, and if he wishes to address 
the House in that capacity be moves two 
paces away from his Woolsack before he starts 
to speak, becatise the Woolsack fs “wutside” 
the Aone. 

Mis third function. is that of being bead of 
the Judiciary, and in that capacity he is re- 
sponsible for the appointment of judges ond 
other judicial officers and generally presides 
aver the House of Lords when it is sitting 45 a 
court of spp, 

The appointment of the Lord Chancellor 
represents the Inst example of religious in- 
tolerance in the British Constitution. He 
cannot be a Roman Catholic or a Jew lat 
must be a Protestant, 


Norman French Used in Geremony 

There is one celightiul ceremonial when the 
Lord Chancellor, with two other Lords Cen- 
missioners acting on behalfof the King, an- 
nounces to the Lords ond the Commons, who 
have been specially summoned for the purpose, 
that the King has signed a bill and that it has 
become law. 

The Clerk of the Crown and the Clerk 
Of the Parliaments rise from their places 
at the table, The former reads out the title 
of the bill, The latter bows to the Lords Com- 
missioners as representing the Sovereign andl, 
tuming to the assembled Commons, uses the 
ol] Norman French phrase, “Le Ray le veult” 
(the Ring wills it), or, in the case of a money 
bill, the phrase, “Le Roy temercie ses bons 
sujets, accepte lear benevolence, et ainsi le 
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Yanks at Westminster 


There are three main differences between 
the British and American Constitutions. First, 
the British Constitution is a completely con- 
stituent body and does not divide its powers 
into Federal and State as in the United States. 
Tt can make lawson any subject. The Ameri- 
can Constitution owes its form, of course, 
not only ta the size of the country, with its 
very divergent problems, but also to the fact 
that after the War of Independence each State 
was jealous of its rights and privileges. 

Stumestions have been made that both Scot- 
land anc Wales should have their own Parlia- 
ments te deal with local questions, and that 
the Marliament at Westminster should become 
a oreal imperial assembly in the sense that it 
represent the British Empire os well as the 
people of Great Britain herself, 

The second difference is that we have no 
Written constitution at all. There is no Su- 
preme (Court to decide the legality of ony 
particular Legislative act and, as hoes already 
been seen, the House of Lords has very little 
power to act as a constitutional safeguard, 

The absence of a written constitution means 
that the House of Commons could do almost 
anything. A government af the Left might 
abolish the Ring or give awny the Hritish 
Empire. A government of the Right could 
repeal the Habeas Corpus Act or take away 
the power of the trades unions. 

A House of Commons elected on the most 
moderate “ticket” could brine in the most 
revolutionary measures without any constita- 
tional hindrances, 

What, then, are the safeguards? There are 
none, except the good sense of the British 
people and the conviction that no Parliament, 
however so minded, would dare to legislate 
in defiance of the wishes of the majority of 
the British people. 

The thirel errat difference is that there ig 
no clear division in Britain, as in the United 
Siates, between the Executive and the Legis- 
lature. The Executive sits in the House of 
Commons-and must he a member of it or of 
the House of Lords. 

The clear division im the Umited States 
hetween the Executive and the Legislature 
finds its orgin in history. The framers of 
the American Comstitution had before their 
eves the examples of George TTT and Louts 
XIV, and were determined to impose ¢onsti- 
tutional safeguards against such powers as 
they exercised, 

The limitations of the power af the Execu- 
tive of the United States are pot fully under- 
stood in Great Britain, notably the fact that 
in the United States treaties must be approved 
by o two-thirds majority of the Senate, At 
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the endl of World War T the principle of the 
eof Nations secured a majority of the 
Sante but net a two-thirds majority, 

Any British Pome Minister attending an 
international conference com on the spot pledge 
his country to any ogreed action, If on his 
return to Westminster he is not immediately 
dizownell by Parliament, that agreement be- 
comes binding on his Government an! by 
long-standing convention generally on sul- 
eee Governments as well. | 

In the United States the Senate may refuse 
to tatiiv an action taken by the President. 

Under the British Constitution the Prime 
Minister can always appeal over the heads 
of the Howe of Commons to the country by 
asking the King to dissolve Parliament and 
demanding a General Election. The Oppo- 
sith parties, unlike the American Senate 
under similar ‘circumstances, know full well 
that they may find themselves called upon to 
provide a solution for the very problem for 
which they have refused assent, ond that 
imposes a sense of realism which is of the 
utmost value. 


The Statute of Westminster 


No reference to Westminster would be com- 
plete without explaining the Statute of West- 
minster, a luncmurk in British constitutional 
development as important as the Mayna 
Carta, the Habeas Corpus Act, and the Bill 
of Riehts, This dates from 1931 and defines 
the relationship of the countries of the British 
Empire to each other and to Great Britain, 

Great Britain is on imperial power in the 
sense that it has extended its boundaries fur 
bevuine its original narrow confines, 

It has never forgotten. the lesson of the 
American Revolution, The British came to 
realize that their vast agglomeration of over- 
seas territories could not be centrally ruled 
from Lonlon, and for the past century British 
imperial policy has been directed towards an 
increasing measure of self-government within 
each constituent part. 

Even before the last war, the great Do- 
minions of Canada, Australia, New Zealand, 
and the Union of South Africa were completely 
self-voverning in internal affairs, and to all in- 
tents and purpases equally independent in their 
foreign relations. They came into World War I 
by the side of Great Britain only because their 
democratically elected Parliaments decided 
that they-should doso. Tt was, however, felt 
between the two wars that the constitutional 
pusition should be regularized by some formal 
declaration, and a statement which became 
known as the Statute of Westminster was 
drawn up, 
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It contained one terse sentence which is 
worth quoting: “The British self-governing 
Dominions are autanomous conimiunities with- 
im the British Fempire, equal in status, in no 
way subordinate one to another in any aspect 
of their domestic or foreign affairs, though 
united by a common allegiance to the Crown, 
and freely ascociated as members of the Brit- 
ish Commonwealth of Nations:"* 

Perhaps the best proof of the real meaning 
OF this histeric document is that In World 
War [TT southern Lreland (Eire) -remainer| 
neutral, 

The ‘Statite of Westminster has, ho 
become more than a charter which defines the 
position of the self-eovernine Dominions, By 
implication it has become the pattern of the 
status to which the nonself-governing cour 
tries of the Ernpire hope to attain. 

Tt was this status which wasoffered to India 
under the Cripps Declaration, when it was 
nade perfectly clear that self-government un- 
der the Statute of Westminster carries with it 
the explicit right to walk out of the British 
Commonweolth altogether if any country so 
desires, 

A Ladder of Self-dovernment 

This clear declaration of British policy i¢ 
inndequately appreciated in the United States, 
Inomy experience, mast Americans de not know 
what a large measure of self-povernment is 
enjoyed even by the smaller units of the Em- 
pire, To give but bwe toteworthy examples, 
both Cevlon and Jamaica have adopted 
universal franchise from the age of 21 for men 
and women and, except for defense and foreign 
policy, are now responsible for their own 
affairs 

The British Empire is like o ladder. ‘The 
goal pt the top is complete self-government. 
Some parts of the Empire, such as the great 
Dominions, have long since reached it, while 
other countries are on different rungs of the 
ladder according to the stage of their econemiic 
development and the political aptitude and 
experience of their peoples, 

It is never easy for a visitor to any country 
fo appreciate fully its politics and their inner 
meaning. 
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At a dinner in London a short time ago 
1 owas seated between two very intellicent 
Atmertcan officers who had been in England 
for pearly three years: 

My neighbor on my right was firmiy of 
the opinion that the victory of the Labor Guy- 
emment at the recent election, and alao the 
previous adaption, in lorge part, by Great 
Britain of the Beveridge plan of sacial SOCurity, 
meant that Great Britain had pone (Jommunist 
ant! henceforth could be regarded as practically 
a satellite of Russia. 

Turning from this zloomy tale to my 
neighbor on my left, 1 was asked why it was 
that a people sa sensible’ and level-headed as 
the British could allow themselves to be ruled 
by dukes und earls und an effete body like 
the House of Lonts, tolernte on estalilished 
Church, and generally be heh] down by an 
GOtWworh arbitrary. 

It is quite obvious that both these young 
men could not te right. The truth, of course, 

is that Great Brituin is working out her eco- 
nomic and political salvation in her own war. 

guided by an innate political sense bom af 
wide experience und springing from a lone 
history. The British people are suspicious of 
general principles and prefer to tackle each 
problem as it comes along without much te 


gard for logic. 


Qne thing can, however, be said with com- 
plete certainty: The Britizh Parliament hiss 
emerged from the war with its dignity and its 
reputation enhancer, more firmly eetablisherd 
than ever in the esteem and ‘confidence af the 
British peuple.7 


*Sce, in thr Natiowan Groosatmc Minar, 
“British Commenwealth. of Nathans,.” ty Ene Under. 

won. April, 143; and “United States and the Hritish 
Empire,” by Leonard Davi) Gana, Maw, 1945. 

t For additional articles on Landit in the Natwest, 
GEncrarsir Magar, sce: “London Wins the Bit- 
He, ine: Murqeis W) Chilis, Astiust, 1945; "Ax London 
Teil qed! Spins” by Frederick Sienpich, Jamey, 
137 “Alene Loedon‘’s Coreontion Bute" hy Mar- 
tard Chven Williams, Muy, 2087: “Some Forgotten 
ben Harold Ditnaldeen Fbedein, 
February, 1932; “London from a Bua Top.” hy Her- 
heart Carre", Mus, O76: “Vugeubannclitia in Enelanet. iF 
by Join Milian, ert Hie: “Everday, Life 
in Wartime Emeiand,” by Hovey Klemmer, April, 
iad, 
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Down Mexico’s Rio Balsas 


By Jous W. Werner 


With [Hustrations from Photographs by the Author 


i from Mexico City ta Acapulco we 

& looked down on the mystery river of 

Balsas. which flows for several hundred little- 

known miles through the low Hot Country 
tu the Pacific Ocean, 

Some of the waters under the bridge once 
jell as stow on age-old volcanic peaks long 
extinct, along the su-called Belt of Fire: some 
Now from the still-steaming cone of Popocate- 
peel; and part come from the cool heights on 
which nestles the town of artists and s<ilver- 
emiths, Taser. 

Indians who inhabit the scattered villawes 
ore descended from aboriginal tribes and show 
traces of customs practiced before Cortés came. 


a en the much-traveled Camino Real 


The Lure of » Name on a Map 


What captivated me most, however, was 
the designation on some maps af a vast, meun- 
tainous tract known as Repiin Jmexplorada. 

For same time 1 had been enjoving the 
hracing mountain climate at Tasco when 
Peter, an English artist, suggested] that we 


spend a few weeks drifting down the Balsac- 


ina flat-lettomed boat. 

In $944 T hod explored the nearer, better- 
known prirts of the river with my Mexican 
friend, Enrique, and two Tnodian boatmen. 
We had covered only about a hundred miles, 
and now | welcomed the opportunity to travel 
much further, into country which is avoided 
by sheet Mexicans becnuse of the heat and 
pestilence. 

I was louth to leave Tascn. T had become 
attached to its narrow curve) streets paved 
in paiterns with tulticolored stones, the old 
houses, the high retaining walls with gardens 
aboye and below them, and the venerable 
churches, some of them little use) now except 
during the annual fiesta of their particular 
saint (Vlute 1), 

Handicraft products are solel in attractive 
shops near the main plaza, and here visiters 
buy the distinctive silver jewelry based on 
antique Lochian designs. 

Part of the Rio Balsasis not far from Tasce 
(map, pare 254), The village of Balsas. the 
head of navigntion, can be reached from Teuala 
by railroad or by mountain trails, but no 
vehicular road leacls there, Balsas is the ter- 
mings of the line, and the train which crawls 
in every evening crosses a trestle und stops 
abruptly on the other bank of the river, 


‘down hotter on the tropical river, 


Peter and [ decide! that we should «tart 
within two days. It was January, the cool 
dry season. Ech day the sun would beut 
Chie aid 
the larger settlements: in the lower valley is 
aptly named Unfiernille (Gitth Hell), 

Moreover, in a week the moon ‘would be 
full, and we wished to take advantage of it. 
Premembered from my former short trip that 
the river can be navigated by moonlight except 
where there are dangerous rapids and hidden 
rocks, 

Drifting along by daylight had been pleas 
ant and interesting, but my keenest recollec- 
tions were of the late twilight hours when the 
sun hoc set ower the desert mountains and the 
dark ripple water twinkled with netlectinns 
of the moun, Carlos, one of the Mexican 
hevs, constuntly wore new dark: glasses, of 
which he was very priud, insisting that the 
brilliancy of the moonlight blinded him! 


Traveling Light, on a Raft 


Meter, having lived some vears in Mexicn, 
had excellent ideas on what we should take 
for clothing and supplies. He suggested a 
change of clothing, two or three emergency 
mecicines, flashlights, toilet articles, and a 
little fowl We also needled serapes to wrap 
around ourselvessut cight before going to sleep 
oo the wooden ceck. 

As Peter is an artist, he would naturally 
luke his sketching equipment, of minimum 
weight, and although he is an Englishman, 
educated ot Eton, he did not even mention 
taking the proverbial dinner clothes, 

We did met know how far dewnsiream we 
could travel,.nor where we could leave the Rio 
Balsas. Our maps: showed several] red lines. 
indicating trails, which approached the lower 
river, Qne line was of double width and 
ctossed the river, Tt was evidently on im- 
portant trade route leading from the fierre 
cahemte (Hot Country) toward the city of 
Fitzcuaroe ond, what was still better, toward 
the new volcano Paricutin which, less than 
two years before, had spurted up from ao 
Tarascan Indian's cornfeld.* 

We noted that the name of the settlement 


where this trail crossed the Rio Balsas, ap- 


parently by ferry, was Las Balsus: So, accord. 


‘See "Paricutin, the Cornfield That Grew ao Aol. 
cong,” by Jame A. Green, NatiwaL Gionmardin 
Maowisn. February, 144. 
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Rio Balsae Cuts Through Mexico's Little-known “Hot Country” 


The stream criuases Guerrero atl etiters the Pacific beteeen Guerrero and Michiarcin, Its tame 1 
attvibuted both to primitive Indian rafts mace of gourds, colle! bales, and tia broad pools between rapids, ala 
called bobas, The travelers corre) no thermometer, but estimated the temperature af 100" Fo in the middle 
of the river, and) much higher sshore. The iver is bridged at only two points in ite 426-mile length—Mesrila 


anil Pleas tH Taare. 


init to the map, our route down the Rio Balsas 
from the village of Baleas would terminate a 
week or so beter, fe luck favored ws, at a settle 
ment named Las Balsas, the best point on the 
lower river from which we cuald return, 

The recurrence of the word “balsas” Inter: 
eatel us, The name of the Rio de log Balsas, 
ustvlly abbreviated now to Rio Balsas, is 
waTiously attributed to the raits (Safsgr) 
which the Indiuns made from gourds called 
bees, or Tram the broad pools between rapiiis, 
ive called fafses. 

Sameone laughingly suggested that we 
christen our expedition “Balsas on the Bal- 
sas of the Balsas from Balsns to Las Balsas” 

“Raits on the Lagoons of the Balsas River 
from the village of Balsas to Las Balsas.” 


Tailor Doubles in Scissors 


For two days Peter and [ assembled our 
supplies and bought fool ta piece out what 
we could purchase from the Tnelians in the 
river Settlements. 

Chur greatest treasure was 2 five-callon car- 


boy of pure Taxco water, This we guarded 
carefully, especially when it was being carried 
en the shoulders of the Indians. 

Just before leaving. | called on the tailor 
for some minor repairs. to my clothing and 
far a quick haircut, Being skillful with the 
scissors, he pursues both occupations. 

We drove to Iounla to catch the one daily 
train to. the village of Balsas, As we posed 
through the main plaza, we noticed that Taxco 
wees Tecavering from the recent fiesta in hotwer 
Of its patron saint, Santa Prisca. 

We were clad to see that the noisy merry- 
eoerouneds ancl the muarionette tents were being 
remoaved from the open space around the park 
in the plazn, which is always crowded ever 
withoul these obstructions, Now that they 
Were gone, we could wet o better view of the 
elaborate pink-sandstone facade of the famous 
Churricueresque church, 

Ivuols ts much lower than Taxco ond con- 
sequently warmer, We went immediately to 
the station, since the train was due. No one 
but o Mexicun will beleve that it is better 
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Turkeys ond Burros Feed Beatle a Bend in the L'ppes 


commen tn the Tulane Vulliev 


Snemess leice thas wrt 


Te the Pinca CU pee. Lah crops a corn 


fevtiiver, tno near-by ruins archeslurats have found 
[pee ats The wien oace produced truach wold. alyer 


to ait comfortibly on the terrace of the hotel 
at fruale sipping cool drinks till the enwine os 
herd pulling in at the station half-a mile away 
and then take a taxi. That allows ample time. 

Once this tran departed cml an hour late, 
atu most of the surpriserl piissengers were left 
on the plationm, complaining bitterly. 

For three hours Peter and | sat contentedly 
watchine the Indians artuind we tol the train 
pudled in Phen we boarded) it, and an hour 


ii i] 
lnter, after several false starts, the engine sri 
Ls Sai and we were on olir Wil} It woe 


Vclock when we @ot off ot Boleos. 
just before the tran ¢tossed the brithre to 


the other hank 


“iter tet 


Entering the Hor Cownnry 


We looked down on the dark, glistening 
river where we were to live for several davs 
Some bovs took our lugeave, and we save our 
carhoy of drinking water to. the largest und 
strorngicel Had it not been for the moor 
light, the village would have ghimicrst 
completely dark. Althouwch there were ade- 
quate bghting fixtures and bulbs, there wae 


beter 


wher 


ctirtia idiels anil 


Balsos 


iariing mac Le ruse Of livesfuck unc poullry 
betitis, afd] st the latter yielding cooking di] ard 


ile of an unidentined perl 


cdeclmint in preci 


eirve| 
Bho copper, bol maining las Veet 
no current, becuse the Ford motor which 
supplied it bad been oul, of order a few years 

We were nowoin the tierra caliente, tint the 
night was cool, and the little hotel was clean 
each of our beds was a neath folded 
theet amd a thin blanket, also folded. The 
mosquito ma which hung from the ceiling 
Was not needetl curing the dry 

That evening we consulted Don Pedra, pro- 
prietor of a small caatina 


Liver 





SC k=l 


or Dar, &@ man of 
exctlient churacter who had helped Enrigue 
nlime the previous yrar. He promised that 
by early morn reliable men would go to 
our hotel to muke arrangements 

Don Pedro also told us of 0 setiora 
cold be persuaded ta give wea Bool supper 
wen Al Uhect Tate howe, Porbinately, she lived 
crn. the sie of the treet 

The senora prepared an excellent lneht.sup 
ner for us: chicken legs, frijefes (beans), cof- 
fee. id of course tortillas, During the meal 
her sons told we something of the river trafii 

The dereos, flat-bottomed boats 23 feet long 
by & feet wide, do not make trips down the 
river as often as formerly. Some of the old 











STi 


256 


mines are not being worked, and 4 new road 
being built from Tiuala to Pungaraiate, an 
important river town 65 oiles away, can 
already be used in the dry season. 

_ Also, transportation by the new burro track 


which follows the river hank downstream finan. 


Ralsas is cheaper than by water, for the barcos, 
which once ‘carried all the freight, have: to 
be hauled upstream again—a ling, fatiguing 
journey aguinst the strong current, a 

Everyone agreed, however, that we could 
probably hire a barco and men to take us as 
far as Coyuca, two or three days downstream. 
Keyond Coywea, that was different, ‘The river 
was unkndwn and dangerous, They told of a 
terrible salto (watertall). 

We were awakened before daylight and 
found outside our door two chilly Indians 
wrapped in serapes which covered even their 
heads and gave them a sinister aspect in 
the half light. They had come to tell us 
that one of them, Lein, had a barco, w fine 
one, in which he and three other boatmen 
could take us as far as Coyuea tn three days. 

Bevond Coyuca? No, that was impossible; 
harl we not heard of the waterfall? The 
harco would be dashed to pieces. No, the 
lower river was impossible. But to Coyuea, 
yes. And the harco was 4 good ane, 

Then came the question of price, and the 
bargaining, Eventually Peter politely sug- 
gested a compromise and clinched the bargain 
at J00 pesos, half paid in advance ond half 
after we hac arrived at Coviuca. 

We were now all happy. The sun had 
risen, the figures had uncovered their heads 
and no longer looked like bandits. They were 
our friends, and we were going together for 
aome days thriugh remote country. 


AH Aboard the Tanrpice 


After a substantial breakfast, Don Pedro 
accompatiecd ue gcross the railroad trestle 
to the other side of the river, followed by 
two boys carrving eur luggage and the carboy 
af Taxco water, On the way we bought i 
larwe papaya, some oranges, limes, and minis 
ture baniatias, 

Then we proceeded to the neat burco, which 
Lein showed us with great pride. On the 
stern wus painted fis name, Jampice. The 
awning, to shield os from the hot noonday 
sun, was adequate, and the flooring looked 
as if it would make o¢ comfortable a bed as 
boards usually ab. . 

Leon was the captain, and as his head as- 
sistant he had brought an older man with a 
small gray beard, who went by the nickname 
af Pancho, He wat an old river hand anil 
was familiar with every ben) and with all 
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the ropide: THe was the first person who en- 
couraged us in our plans of continuing dowh- 
stream beyond Covyuea. | 

To complete the crew were two boys in their 
upper teens, Qdilon and Jesis, dressed in spet- 
less white starched trousers and clean white 
shirts hanging loose over pink: undershirt. 

Crew's Finery Outshines “Employers” 

All four menowere fine Indian types, with 
possibly some mixture of Spanish blond. Each 
af them had «a splendid sombrero, and each 
wore a threscornered black cloth purse stis- 
pended in front by o tape around the waist. 
With all this finery about us, Peter and 1 felt 
very humble, Also their handsome bronze 
color made our tinned skin look almost pallid. 

Our boutmen embraced their families; there 
were kisses god tears. We shook hands with 
Don Petro, ond at precisely 10 o'clock Lean 
cast off. The Tampico was caught in the 
stron current. From the shore came calls 
of “Adios, acdiés,” as friends waved good-bye. 

Leon and Pancho sat side by side on the 
gmall triangular deck built across the bow, 
steering with long sweeps, or cars. Each oar 
was attached to the gunwile by a leather 
thong wrapped wround the oar as far os the 
blade, apparently for strength. 

The men were always alert, since the cur- 
rent in this part of the river i strong anil 
the river bed is rock-strewn, But the physical 
work is not great, for the current carries. the 
howt along at good speed, and ordinary 
Towing i not necessary, The barco had no 
rudder or helny; when the men steed from 
the stern they used an iit, 

Along the banks green trees grew luxuri- 
untly, and in some level places we saw melons, 
com, beans, onions, and other vegetables. Ex- 
cept for this fertile strip, however, the land 
was like a desert, Barren hills rose cle at 
hand. Now and then we caught o glimpse 
af the rugged massif in the direction of Taxon, 

Samectinies, when we could get a long view 
downstream, we would see distant blue ranges 

Soon we heard rapids abeacl, but Ledn and 
Pancho steered us dexterously through the 
rough water, Later; Odilin stripper, dived 
into the river, and swam rapidly toward shore, 
He was to deliver a message, Pancho explained. 
Qur trip provided one of the rare opportunities 
for communication between Balsas and the in- 
habitants of this lonely region. 

As we sat in the beat fighting off the tiny 
ilies, which were thick that day and that day 
only, we wondered how Odilin would ever 
igain catch our barco, which was rushing 
ahead in the swift current. 

But just then we rounded a point and saw 
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Down Mexico's Rio Balsas 


that he had cut across and was swimming 
toward us with powerful strokes, A moment 
later be climbed aboard; then he and Jesus 
(whom we all called Chuchy) took the sweep 
from the older men and steered the Tue pica. 

Soon we picked up two Mexicans from a 
party who were riding along the shore on 
hurreas: They were delighted at the chance of 
aprawiing comfortably under the awning: in- 
stead of sitting in the hard saddles uncer the 
hot sun. Though they were taciturn, we 
gathered that they were selling semimiraculous 
natent medicme to the credulows Indians hack 
in the hills. . . 

While Odilin and Chucho steered, the two 
older men rested, ahways alert for the sound 
oj rapids ahead, The boys laughed and joked. 
told of their adventures and their girls, and 
frequently sang. Their repertoire was not 
varied: Every: hour or so they repeated a 
song about “Uniaithful Woman.” “The melody 
was pleasant, but my Spanish was inadequate 
to catch the words. Probably it is just as well, 

Scametimes they saw iguanas on the cliffs 
along the bank, and talked excitedly, Teua- 
nas are good eating, they hinted, But we 
hw no rifles: Then they would sing once 
more about Unfaithful Woman. 

Peter and | swam now and then, letting 
vurelves aff the stern and keeping fairly close 
to the barce so that we could climb aboard 
quickly in case of rapids, 

After suppercwe stopped at a deserted spet 
where a path led up the bank. Tt was the 
landing place, Pancho told us, for the village 
of Teteli del Rio, a mile inland, where his 
sister was living, While he paid her @ Driet 
call, Peter and [ walked along the path, 
enjoving the moonlight m the clear air of 
the dry season. 

By nine we had spread our serapes and 
nilows tn the stern, arul soon Peter wrapped 

is long, slender form m his serape for the 
night, The two boys ouimed the. oars, and 
Lejn and Pancho lay in the bow. Hefore long 
To also wrapped myself up and stretched out 
on the hard woelen flogr of the boat, my 
head resting on my pillow, my body on my 
hipbone. To lay there for a long time without 
sleeping, perhaps because the moonlit scene 
Wits sO entrancing. 

During the night the men and boys spelled 
rach other at the oars, and the boys. occasion- 
aly called for assistance when they saw dark 
rocks ahead in the swift current, Once when 
I woke it bad suddenly become cold. I owas 
flad to stick my feet and legs into the warm 
gunny sack in which we had breyht our 
serapes and pillows. 

When 7 pest opened my eves it was nearly 
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dawn, Ahewl! rose a high mountain, purple 
in the morning light. According to the hout- 
Ten, it was called the “Mountain of the 
Eagle,” one of the Jandmarks of the river 
which can be seen for long distances (Tote 
VI). Tt seemed! fairly close, and yet T re 
membered from my previous trip that this 
peak was only a day or so from Coyuca. 

When Peter awoke, stretched himsel!, and 
locked at the bleak, pale mountain beyond 
the fertile banks of the river, be agreed with 
me that we should not aeain continue traveling 
all night. We were missing too much. 

A: Ploxe That Has Never Secon an Auto 

For some hours we drifted with the current, 
drawing closer to the great mountain and cury- 
ing around its hase, Then we saw the tower 
ef the church at the town of San Miguel 
Totolipan, important because it is the center 
for the large prea to the south ane west where 
there are many isolated Indian settlements: 
As is usual in churches in th region, the 
nave is Jong and bare. 

Only burro trails come inte the town, but 
several miles beyond the other bank a metor 
road is how under construction. 

Little traffic now enters San Miguel by way 
of the river, No aatomobile has ever been 
driven into the plaza (page 266), Sell, it is 
a busy place, especially early in the morning 
am murket day, 

The plaza ts large—a vast expanse of dust, 
with a small flower garden anc seattered trees, 
fenced to. protect them from the burrs. On 
ll four sites ore arcades, under which Indian 
women sell their wares, 

Here we heard the familiar slapping seunel 
of waren making tortillas, Sitting down at 
asmall table, we ordered the usual meal of eggs 
scrambled with tomatoes and onions, but with 
the chili omitted, Although we both liked 
the piquant taste af chili when employed in 
moderation, we hac learned that in the tierra 
caliente it ts: usec) so lavishly that we were 
happier if it was left out completely, 

We noticed that a large part of the popu 
lation had discolored spots on their hams and 
feet and on other parts of their bodies, ton, 
Some faces were marked by the same dark 
patches-alternating with areas of-an wonatural 
white, Many natives of the Balsas Vallew 
suffer ‘from this tropical malady, the pinta. 
It rarely is seen in the near-by high ceuntry 
where the temperature is cool, 

How pinta is spread seems not to be defi- 
nitely known, Indians, seeing the scaly ap- 
peatance of the skin, blame the alitzators in 
the river. Malaria also exists, and many 
people have both afflictions, 
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San Miguel Totolapan’s Market Place Hos Never Seen on Automobile 


At hich noon the svifa period, a 


village: Dhuring murket howe, however, Une plaza i 
driving biorroe iaden Wilh vegetinhbles and potien 


which wore #7] their wares [page 763) 


One of the men in the town o&ked Peter 
whether there was a war at present. When 
tule) that there was, the man asked who wae 
fighting. “You are,” Peter explained. “Mex- 
one Of the allied nations al war 
with Gennany anil Japan.” The man said, 
Si ste P remember new san Miguel 1 a 
lone way from the outside world, ane Tittle 
news coMmes bo ot. 

By now we were back on the Halsas, erift- 
Ing around the base of the Mountain of the 
Eagle. Before long, at the place where Lhe 
clear Rio Ajuchitlin flaws inte the Balsas, 
we whtched women washing clothes. Each 
eroup had o little tent or awning #85 protec- 
tion against the sun (paee 270}. 

For 2ome miles there were few hobitations 
on the left bank, but eventually one of the 
bgimen, seeing a mun anda wiman working 
near o thatched hut, drummed on the ileck (0 
nttract their witention. He then called oul 
usking whether they knew a certaiey Muria 
Concepciim Chives NO, thew bid ever 
heard of her. 

\ few oolles farther on we saw a family 
cultivating thelr Gorn patch Again the bet- 
men signaled and inquired, This time came 
a quick response, Yes, they Kowrw Moria 
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wh dowr sire vl nhiwve ae unilet 


Concepcion; she lived a learoe distant, more 
of less, back in the mountains 

“Tf vou see her, please tell her that her 
brother has died in Balsas, and that they are 
roing to taise the cress for him nest Saturday. 
Muchas pracias.  Achoes 

Thus mews wis transmitted 


The Tawn cl the Sombreras 


Our nest step was on the right lank at the 
fowpe wil llapehuala, where the handsome scm 
breros: popular throuwh that part of Mexico 
are mide. Toians from fat and near were 
already woiving fur the mirket which vpethed 
next morning, und when manyeol them re 
turned here ater their soles had been mach 
they would be proudly wearing thetr mew hats 
irom Tlapehuala (Plates 11, U1, and Vi 

We footed alin for a coupe of hours on 
the calm, broad river and spent the muchi near 
the landing place for the town of Pungarobato 

Senk morning before sunrise we Wete cnce 


more in the current, Cito aad lhucho were 


Sinicing ae Le pet haps because if Wits the last 
diary of their cuitward wove 

It wos now Friday, and ever since leaving 
Halsas Welnesday morning we had been trav 


elinw through the State of Guerrero, Now 
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the river would form the boundary between 
Guerrero andl Michoacan, the mountainous 
State where centuries ago the Tarascans suc- 
cessfully dehedl the Aztecs, only to be liter 
subdued by thé Spantards: In Michoacdn 
yeu still hear the Tarascan language spoken 
in the villages, 

The sun was well up when we beaches at 
Coyuca, a large town four hours distant by 
horseback from same important gold mines, 
Coyvuca is also a distributing ceriter, Pancho 
told us, for ajomjoli, a t which grows pro- 
fusely in the tierra « lente (page 271). 

Leaving Lein to guard the Tampico, we 
Climbed the river bank and with the two bows 
as guides walked a dusty half mile to the plaza. 
Pancho went in search of a barco to take us 
down the lower river. 

Eventually Pancho appeared, bringing * with 
him an Indian who owned a bareo. The 
trip was so long, they explained, and the 
current so powerful that if he took his bout 
he and his men could not haul it back: con- 
sequently, he would have to sell it clown the 
river at a fos, Still, he might arranve to 
tuke ws, 

His. price? 
coulkl pay. 

Abourd Another Barce—the “Hope” 

He went away, but soon his nephew, Tno- 
cente, offered to tuke us at a lower price in 
hig bareo, the Esperanse |Aope). 

Peter's knowledge of Spanish and his pleas- 
ant manner completed the deal to everybody's 
satisfoction. Then we all called at the branch 
office of the National Bank of Mexico, a corner 
in the general store, where [presented a letter 
of introduction to. the maniger and learned 
from him that Inocente was reliable. | 

To our delight, Pancho, the experienced 
rivertman who had come with us frum Balsas, 
acreed fo continue as assistant ta the mew 
caplain, 

While Trocente and Pancho were cleaning 
the Esperance and getting ready, Peter und | 
returned ta the hotel for a good lunch, served 
outdoors, with children and dogs playing 
SIT ws, 

Then shortly after noon we bought a 
papoyva, some bread and cans of tuna, which 
we canned down to the river, There we [ound 
the Ay peronsa, which, as Pantho had! said, 
was mot a fine bareo like the Timepiece, hut 
was safe. Naturally, he explained, they could 
hot send their best bout down to Las Balsas 
where it wool be sold. 

The whole craft logked rather dilapidated. 
The flooring was uneven, and here and there 
the short floor boards had a tendency to slip 


No, that was more than we 
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through, so that we wruld have to sleep on 
an irregular surface. 

This part of the river is $00 feet wide, per- 
haps more, and consequently it is shallow, 
While we were waiting for the boatmen to 
complete their preparations, Meter and | swam, 
washed clothes, and rested. The heat was 
Intense, 

The three boatmen who were now leaving 
came to bid us goodbye, happy at the little 
vifts we hud made them. Next morning they 
would start pulling the Tampico back against 
the current to Balsas, many days of strenuous 
work. 

Inocente, our new captain, had sprained his 
left hand, so that his ann was in a sling: but 
he knew the river ond steered expertly. Nei- 
ther he nor Pancho was talkative, and as the 
boat finated alone we missed the chutter of 
the boys (Plate VIE). 

Sometimes we siw a hut, and usally 
there was a com patch near it, 40 placed 
that the owners could easily. water it from 
the river, Occasionalivy there were fruit 
trees, mostly plat or mutigo, neither of which 
was in season. We passed a village and iden- 
tified ¢t on the map as Los Alacranées, the 
Scorpions, The name did not lure us, and 
WE passed on, 

Where the rivet is rapid, fish weirs had been 
built, but until we reached Las Balsas we did 
nol see a single fish. To the south the high 
range of the Cumbres de ld Tentacién shim- 
mered in pastel tenes across the hot plain. 
To the southwest was a Kegién Inexplorada. 

The moon was now full, but we could not 
travelall night, as we had only two bootmen: 
so we tied up at some place which they con- 
sidered safe. That first night on the Js per- 
aaca we both slept well, although at first the 
uneven deck seemed cifficult, 

Before dawn | heard voices and sow a group 
of naked men walking and wading along the 
share, carting all of their clothing in bundles 
on their heals, For two hours | saw no other 
sign of human life, 


Look Chit for “Allgarors™! 

I was poised on the stern, ready to dive in 
for my morming swim, when Pancho called, 
cautioning me to look oat for caymans, the 
eat relatives of our own southern alfimators. 

‘See these black heads in the water over 
there? Those are caymans,” The oblong 
heads soon disappeared uncer the surface. 
They are afraid of men,” he continued, “but, 
all the same, you had better stay close to the 
barce,” 

After that T did not enjoy my swim os: 
much as before. 
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Down Mexico's Rio: Balsas 


Toward noon, Pancho said, we would reach 
Zirandaro, The morning was warmer than 
any previous day. For a distance the river 
wus: broad snd colm like a dake. ‘This was 
one of the lagoons which they call falsex. 

Then came rapids, and the men showed 
their kill in maneuvering through the white 
water, On each side, beyond the fertile banks, 
the country was desert-dry and would remain 
eo for many weeks until the mins came. 


Zirandare ison the left bank; from it two 


main Gurr trails lead back through the 
parched hills of the Regitin Inexplorada, Pan- 
che eseqrted Peter and me to the house of a 
sefora, who prepated lunch for us, During 
the long process of making the fire and patting 
tortillas we went to the market and found 
some tiny, delicious bananas, oranges, and 
bread to tnke back to the bareo. 

While we were cating the scrambled eggs, 
jerked beef, and tea made from orange leaves, 
the sefiora's husband, finding that Peter was 
something of an archeologist, shower! us a 
corved rock found in the fields near by. He 
told ws that a few hours down the river, in 
the village of Santiago, was an iinpartunt 
monument, proiahbly ancient Tarascun.. He 
uiso showed us a fossilized sea shell, found 
near “iruncdaro. 

Late that afternoon we reached the desolate, 
tumblesiown eroup of buildings called San- 
tiagn, on the right bank of the river, in 
Michoacin, The long, towerless church looked 
like o warehouse, ‘The arcades which -sur- 
rounded! the broad dusty plaza were falling, 
and where Shops had formerly served the 
community there was now nothing to buy, 

Standing in the center of that bare piece of 
groynd was o square column of stone higher 
than a man and covered with carving so worn 
by time that the symbols were difficult to 
distinguish. However, Peter deciphered sor 
of the markings. He showed me human heads 
cut an each side, and observed that ene of 
them was upside down. It is possible, Peter 
anid, that the stone marks an important 
Tarascon date of antiquity. 


Sketching by Flashlight 

Not far below Santiage we heard the sound 
of rapids ahead, The sin add set, but the 
moon had not vet risen, 30 the boatmen de- 
cided to tie up at the bank. They soon built 
a litte fire and towsted tortillas by throwing 
them on the hot ashes. 

Peter sketched the pleasant scene by the 
light of bis flashlight. That night when we 
“went to bed” the deck seemed even 
more comfortable, and neither of us woke 
Gill the men shovel off by the Heht of the 
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moon. When dawn had scarcely tinged the east. 
The river ‘had narrowed ond was rushing 


between high mountains in a small canyon, 


After that the water was calm again. ‘The 
quict Inocente now sang in a low voice, Pan- 
cho joining in occasionally, 

In the early-morning glow before sunrise 
we landed, Some Indinns with burres loaded 
with coconuts from the coast passed us, fol- 
lowing a trail along the bank, and we bought 
a few, paving several times the New York 
City price, 

Food was scarce long this-part of the 
river, At San Jerénimo, where we stopped 
for lanch, a woman 4ent children scurrying 
to all the neighbors to collect eight exes for 
or omelet, but succeeded in finding anh six, 

That evening we tied up at a village shewn 
on or map as an tmyportant place, bot it 
consisted of only three huts and could not 
supply even one ep. 

Rapids were not numerous, but in one place 
the fall was so abtupt that we had to stand 
an the shore and let the bareo down with a 
rope, striving to keep itooff the rocks. 

Invitation to Baptize a Baby 

Once a solitary woman néar a grass hut 
called to us, She had seen Teter and me and 
wanted us to land and baptize ber baby. 
After due consideration we deciiled that. we 
were nol qualified, and Pancha told her sy 
politely, much to her disappointment. 

Pancho askel some men on shore the name 
of a setilement we were passing, They told us 
it was called “Old Hacienda.” The whole place 
sewrmer) almost deserted. Many large estates, 
Tanche said. which once produced good crops 
and supported large numbers of workers when 
run as single tracts of loaned, could not mow 
support the Indians te whom the Government 
had given the land after dividing it into small 
nieces, The new inners in many cases had 
abandoned their land and moved away. 

Yoward midday we signaled two men culti- 
vating their corn patch near some neatly 
thatched huts. ‘They replied that the name 
of the settlement was El ‘Tamarinds, Ye, 
they had eggs, and the womenfolk would 
glidly prepare a lunch for us: 

This was one of thoge times we enjoyed 
so much, settling down with a faniily for a 
couple of hours, talking to them, aod obsery- 
ing their simple way of living. Their little 
farm wis comparatively prosperous, and the 
fruit trees must have yielded a good crop of 
nilums in season, 

Hens were free to wander where they chose, 
und pigs had slightly less liberty, Children 
flayed underfowt. Children and grownup 
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Down Mexico's Rio Balsas 


Jooked healthy, and [ saw: no sign of pinta 
(page 2651, Im that respect El Tamarindo 
WES LTTICplee. 

Late that afternoon a strong wind sprang 
up, and the men took down the awning. Ever 
then the Esperance mode no headway, 20 we 
ied up near a cultivated piece of ground, The 
evil was su driel that what hae once been 
mud was now coked and split nearly a fot 
deep, Evidently the family watered it from 
ther river with buckets, Some beans andl 
melon wines Were growing, but not thriving. 

We walked to the huts and found that the 
people seemed very poor. After we returned 
to the barco.a man came down with his two 
niked litth sons, and they all watched [eter 
making coffee on the alcohol stove, We pave 
them pieces of coconit meat, which thev 
relished, Later, when it was dark, the man 
returned bringing us some hot cakes, so hot 
that they burnt our fingers, | 

A Good Deed Raises a Question 

We went to sleep early that night, but 
tuwardl morning I was awakened by the sound 
af law voices. The man had returned once 
more and was talking excitedly to Pancho, 
Inccente, and Peter, telling them that his wife 
was havin ga baby and that they were greatly 
in med of aloohol Could we let them hove 
a little? | 

Sow; alcohol, next to our Taxco water, was 
Our most precious possession: but Peter, with- 
aut a moment's hesitation, poured out half of 
ours and presented it politely to the man, It 
was our one good deetl of the trip, ancl we 
hope that it helped the woman. 

Next morning as we drifted downriver, 
Peter sucldenty asker, “What do you Supe 
they did with that alcohol? Tt was not suit- 
able for just any medical purpose, and if any 
of thet drank it they may have been pole 
saned. But by then we were many miles 
downstream, tow late for any warning. 

Tt was our seventh day on the river, In the 
distance were mountains, faintly purple: As 
itrew lighter, we saw every few miles u tiny 
paitch of rice, a plot of corn and beans, and 
porters a Tittle thatched hut. The corn had 
been Glanted in October or November. For 
many weeks no rain had fallen, and the dry 
wot) had been inadequately watered by hand, 
Onions seened to be doing well, ancl there 
Were some sweet potators and melons. 

To the west we saw o lorge fiat mountain, 
with three summits of erjpial helht like mesas 
and with sides sterper thin those of i voleane, 
To the north, in Michoacan, were many cones, 
1 wondered whether one of them was not the 
famous Jorulle whie h burst forth from level 


271 


farmland in 1759, fust-ns Paracutin did in 
1943. Jorullo had been visited by Alexander 
von Humboldt in 1803, and he considered it 
one of the rare nrivileges of his fife to be able 
to inspect a volcano which had come to life 
only 44 years before, 

At one point, if my maps were occurute, 
we must have passed owithin 30 mile of 
Jorallo, andl one cone resembled pictures | 
had seen of it. None of the Indians, however, 
could tell me the names of any af the peaks. 

Shortly before noon that day we saw broad 
level beaches on each side of the river, with 
huts on the low bluffs beyond, The boatmen 
coll! out to us éxcitely, We had sivhteil 
Las. Balsas, 

As we witched we saw a haroo, similar to 
ours, Carrying burros across the broad stream 
from) (auerrerg to Michoacan, on their way 
from the tierra cultente to the cool highhends 
in the north, 

Instead of going immediately to the north 
hank, where the trail from the city of Patz- 
cumro comes in, we landed on the south bank 
near the storage sheds which form the center 
of the village. 

Pancho learned that tricks came down 
nearly every day in that season over the 
rourh cart road to the beach on the north 
bank, and. that passengers, if any, were 
wlowed to. ride on top of the loach On the 
south bank, however, all transportation was 
by burro, and heavily laden trains of these 
aoimals frequently acrived, criesed the ferry, 
ond continived the bong climb upointo the cool 
country. 

As soon os we landed, we inquired about 
dur Chances .of leaving iy truck, Tf the delay 
might be several days, we preferred to hire 
burres and ride slowly northward toward 
Patzenare and the railroad. We were assured 
that it would be wise to wait: late in the 
altermoon or in the early evening trucks often 
appeared on the other shore, There men 
unloaded) them, ferried the supplies. for the 
Hot Country across, amd picked up the grain 
waiting in the storehouse. 


OW?) from Sesame Seeds 


“The tricks will come soon,” he ated, “te 
cause we hove a large supply of ajonjoli bere. 
They need it in the milla at Ario, a town in 
the mountains, where they press the oil from 
the seeds.’ We tnquirecdl more about this 
plant. “vtyonsolf,” be told us, “is an Tnetian 
word. In Spain it calls itself ‘sesame.’ ” 

While waiting, we wilked to the restaurant, 
a rough terrace rooted with sesame stalks, in 
front of a but where the family slept. From 
there we ehjoved long vistas up and down the 
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hlue river and toward. the mountain ranges. 

Qur host pointed to the north at what ap- 
peared to be a mass of cumulus clouds and 
informed us that we were looking at smoke 
from Paricutin. 

We heard women grinding corm in their 
mectales (curved grinding stones}, patting tor- 
tillas, and rekindling the fire in ‘the hig out- 
door stove. We caumht the pleasant odor of 
cooking and soon sat down to an excellent 
fish caucht in the Rin Batsas, 

Chickens and dogs arrived looking for food, 
then a huge hog anda fatsow. These animals 
were allowed ta wander about at-will, the only 
exception being the bedroom, which was pro- 
tected] by a threshold too high for the pigs 
tu climl over, 

All this time we kept looking at the: oppo- 
site bank, hoping to see a truck, ‘Trains of 
liurros came fram the south, bringing loads 
which were put into the storehouse, Other 
hurries, stil loaded, were ferried! across the 
river on their way north, 

When our meal was finished, Peter and 1 
retormed to the Aspernace te wait, Twa pros- 
nective purchasers from the village conversed 
with Inocente over its value, | 

While we hoped that Inocente would get.o 
quod price, we were not anxious that he should 
cel] it at onec, as we preferred to stay in the 
cool baroe til the truck: arrived 

The next morning, the last day of January, 
we were still waiting for the truck, At the 
restaurint, our host assured us it would appear 
at any moment. A group of Indians, pic- 
luresque in hig sombreros, were leaving with 
rifles to hunt ciymuns and urged us to join 
them, 

“Perhaps we should,” said Peter, “because 
lo same people our trip will seem without an 
obiect unless we kill something.” 

Just then Tnocente Joined us, He hal sold 
the Axperansc, for 100 purses, 

“What will you and Pancho do now?” we 
asked him. 

“Walk lume.” he said. “It will take only 
four or five days over the trails to Coyuca 
und a few davs more to Balaas.” They had 
been good companions, and when they had 
thrown their ceTapes acres their shoulders 
and were off, we knew we would miss them. 

Peter and T planned resianedly to spend the 
night in-Lus Balsas. Perhaps we might have 
lo wait several days. Now that the heat of 
the day had passed, we started for -a walk, 
hut had scarcely left when we heard the {ur- 
Off toot of a horn, Running back to the lanl 
ing, we saw on the other bonk a large truck. 
Men were rapidly unloading it and putting 
the cases into the ferry, 
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When the truck driver had arrived at our 


side of the river, he assured us that we could 


ride with him os far as Ari, where we could 
make good connection with the bus for Pate- 
cuaro, ‘The monient he could get the cargo 
louded he woul) start. 

He did not have to wait long for the fity 
hags of sesame seed which he was to carry 
north, and we all ferried to the other bank. 
When we looked hack at the village, candles 
nod flares were beeing Ligsbatusdd. We watched 
the <oft reflection in the river. 

As soan as the bars had been ‘thrown on 
bodrd, the driver told us to climb on 
with a group of soldiers. 

Sesame Seed as Ballast 

T hard expectes] that the truck ride inte the 
mountains aver the cough cart road woulel he 
mnicowmfortable, but the bags of sesame seed 
esemed luxurianthy soft after the deck of the 


bares, and the jolting of the truck must have 


Julled me to sleep. 7 was vaguely: conscious 
of the moonrise and of seeing high peaks and 
deep pores. 

Ghice the soldiers climbed out, cut over a 
hill in search of game, and jomed us later, 
exuberant at their sucoess. Also 1 remember 
opening my eyes and seeing a procession of 
Indians carrying fares throwh the woods: 
it was o wake, the soldiers said. 

About 5 o'clock the driver roused us; saying 
that we had arrived in the plaza of Aria and 
that our bus wild leave there at 5. The 
truck would continue to. the mill to deliver 
the sesame. 

Peter and 1 climbed down, paid our fares, 
and collected our lnvpage, A few Indians 
were strolling around the plaga, but the fintle 
inns had not yet tuken off their shutters. 

Putting cur serapes around us, we settler 
down on a park bench, flattering wbrselyes 
that we looked like Indians from the tierra 
culiente: But of course they would have had 
magnificent sombrems mstead of our some- 
what ordinary hats and would have been in- 
silted at the comparison, 

Dearing the night we hod climbed the south- 
ern slope of the volcanic highlands and were 
now in the cool country, 

We had passed many cones that had been 
extinct for thousands of years; now we were 
approaching: the newly bern Paricutin, the 
ashes of which were being carried high inty 
the air before falling to earth, Part of this 
ash would later be washed away by streams 
in which eventoally it would mix with silt 
from distant Popocatepet! and from the slopes 
near Taxco, il santtires finally te build up 
the delta of the Rio Balsas: 
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MY HUSSAND'S A BEAR moel mortiings until he's 
hued him coffee. Hut today—what o difference! 


A Aes 
ih oday l was* L' x ff 


and after breakfast, too! 


Tediv's hin birthday. + , bo surpris LM, 
ew hin birthday. And, to surprise him 
I put his present on his pillow—right where he 
would gsetit ao soon ne hin eyes popped open. 


Hie eyes Were elill popping when he came 


down to breakfast. Even before he'd sipped his 
arange juice, his marina were around me. 

“Darhne,”” he anid between Kisses, “Tram now 
on You @el Risse eery marning before break- 
Tout. T woot forget—my brond-new Haomilten 
Wroteh will always remind me!” 

Surprise the oro foes eta ee moet cherianed 
ad Hamilton. The cone ond akill 
Wi oven Bae fie Aerie wenn os mite 1.8 
cured wo the sree! welch belie and the fivent 


Lice pig GOCUrooCY. 
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CAN A MILLIONTH GF aN then be mensured? (ir a 
millionth of a eecend ) Yew Hamulton engineers 
can eealy make Buch infinitely toy cinen- 
suns: Candtant precision research is why 
Homilten maintains ite reputation os The Fine 
American Watch, 
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As quickly ae ideas cori and be mokes deci- 
cro, this busy executive falfs therm inte wethon. 
Relaxed and al ease, bie dictates memos, lettere 
and instructions in a quiet conversational yoire 
Eo the FEL ie ith a rep Liu on liis desk. Heart if 
Dintuphane Electronic Dictation, it is his Can- 
trol (enter for Execute Action. Tt gives him 
iatunt worl tinerring control over his entire or- 
gunimation. Tt even roeords his over-thedesk 
CMIve rations, 

Dictaphone Eleetronfe Dictation enables-him to 
dictate whenever he wishes, witheuwt requiring 
lie seerctory « presence. And while be dictates. 
sli pritects him from interruptians. and doce 
other important work for |im, 

We wonder bn joins with the thaumagnds bin bhiyat 
ness whe say Dictaphone: Electronica Dictation 





downer their adility to get things done. 


Loam bow much Dictapheane Eleotronie Dieta- 
tion can dou te iniprove the eliciency af your 
business, Consult your locel phone book, or write 
for descriptive literature. [hnctagn herpes Corpora 
tien, Dept BB, 420 Lexington Avenue, New 
York 17, N.-¥. In Canada: Dictaphone Corpors 
tin, Lid. 86 Richmond St. W., Toronta 2, Ont. 


DICTAPHONE 
Oliontc Ay Ved lOve 
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¢! [Netaphene Gerpatetian, mefcere of Eleciraeie and 
Aceusie Wittating mirchines ond other sennd fennriineg 


gad fejveducing nquipment fearing od ftrade-miarh 










New York Central's New Cars 
Play Fairy Godmother 
To Travel Budgets 


felt like Cinderella when 1 found | had ta 
plan my tip on a shoestring! 
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Coach, Wih 1s enatmos windows 


and itt smart, modern wotenor done 
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“Reserved for Her Highness” is The Lounge Wos Polatial! I fa.) BTOn | . 
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the way [ felt about the waorerful, «2 wide deep-coshioned divan tor sr. Lous 
ME Recline beet reerved for meat imoking and chacung..And chere was cheVELAMS $10.85 $17.60 


no cia charge om this lusurious areuldretungteblewithliphted mirror gees pea 


New Vork Centra! couch streamliner: -uod all the latesr fixings! cincihwayy 7'*45 $74.60 
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YORK CENTRAL 


The Scenic Water Lovel Route 











Bevonr THE WAR perhaps vou were one of 
the lucky ones who picked Cuba Mails 
Havana Cruise for your vacation? Remem- 
ber the restfulmess of the loxurious days 
at sen... the sunny decks, the spacious 
lounges, the delicious foods, the dancing 
and the dips in the ship's pool? 


And then, all too soon at seemed, you were 
calling inte beatiful Havana Harbor, past 
the romantic ruins of Morro Gasthe.,. 


How you plunged imtea the delightful whirl 


CUBA MAIL LINE => 
Sercing Cube and Mexico 
ATLANTIC GULF and WEST INDIES STEAMSHIP LINES 
Feat of Well Street, Mew Tork 5 NM, ¥, 
® Cledeedtniisry lines 


Cutm Mall line @ Pore: Piece lle 








to cruise again to gay Havana ! 


of Havana iteelf, enchanting “Paris of the 
Western World”... its cafe life, pietur- 
cane foreign street: ated cur shiopre, its 
sports and beautiful La Plava beach... 


* = * 


When the 1946-17 winter season rolls 
around Cuba Mail expects to resutne its 
famens holiday cruises. As soon os passen- 
ger schedules are determined, announce- 
ments will be made. Meanwhile regular 
freight service is being maintained, 
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“Pve got a partner who works day and night!” 


an cima 
"VEN WHEN J ww 2 Arred band, I bnew bow 


mach a farmer depends on the raiuroals, Now 
dat fre foray one place, I fhpwk of the ruri- 
roads ata bavd-woréing parler ol mre. 

UPulraud tracks foak Ape fare anger reery 
nae, own, and city te fie comniry. Today, 
ihe whele OC. 8. Ab a ceetomer for iie crop l 
grow, What's more, fhe tings | mee — the 
machinery, fertilizer, stock, lamber, and feed 
I baw — mroatly erapw fey ral, 

“The tailroads are working in partnersbip 


eh oe, all efiebt — werking dey and night.” 


Whether at be a farm, a store, or a manufactur- 
ung plant —the Amercian routiads ate an eiser- 


Hal port of every focal business. Fanning out 


over the broad land, the vast network of railroad 
truck is the urterial system that pumps new Hie 
—in the form of raw materiils, supplies, and 
machinery—inte every Community; it tikes back 
the products of Ginm and Guctory to fee, clerk, 





amd house America’s peopic. 

Tins relied) of the people on their neblrrgcds 
is strengthened sill forther by che face rhac che 
radiroads are home-rown Pertntrs IA Cyery CLMThi- 
munity they serve. They boy supplies locally, 
employ local people, own local properry, and 
pay local taxes om it. 

These taxes help support local schools, local 
courts —and other public services of all sorts. 


ooooe AMERICAN RAILROADS ............ 
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IN PARTNERSHIP WITH ALL AMERICA 
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fy fie A Cones. of Lon AIT , WITTE Stay uest of man! Vou 
would be aurprieed how wubtly both are secisted by Mioneanio 
made luocqyuers!t Whelhor it is a apecial non-chipping lacquer for 
a fam nail-polinh manufacturer, or the unijue, new Skylec 
for altcrnfl fabee... Momeanto has developed mpercial-pratpeose 
formulation te fit the job ezeetly. 

Skvlan, for momple, wae created apectfically to keep taut the 
nha Wihel cunteol surfaces... tocders, ailerine, elevators. , 

and ‘to protect them against driving rain, het sun, ico, wired 
weer, mildew and quick changes in temperature and humidity 

Atready Skelic pretection ia “standard equipmenh”’’ aboard 
mrdern oirliners like this Agoeticin Airlines Flagship. 
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The cheer that made The Milwaukee famous 


A WALTER who enjova getting your favorite dishes just 
A nicht, and also takes time to pomt out the “Sleeping 
Giant”... a friendly porter who is actively interested in 
vour comlort... a conductor who shares the lore of thirty 
vears on the line—these typify the spirit and service that 
contnibute to your contentment on Milwaukee Road trains. 

HM vou enjoy beautiful ecenery, hay you re headed right 
inte iton Milwaukee routes west and northwest. You see— 
from eround level—woodland lakes and mountain streams, 
great cities god cattle towns, The miles you travel are a 
running Slory af America. 

A ticket on one of the big orange colored trains of The 
Milwaukee i a guarantee of happy traveling. See your 
nearest Milwaukee Koad ticket agent today about that 
vacation trip west, or write to PN, Hicks, Passenger Trafhe 
Manager, 710 Union Station, Chicago. 6, Lhinois, 


THE MiInwaukEE ROAD 
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Sorthwiids of Wiseotain, U pyre 
Michigan and Minnesota 
Mock Hille of South Dakota 
Yellowstone and Montana 
Dade Kaorne ties 
Sppcrkceroee es Lisboa soesdl *Dasdinevel 
tanpire’* 
Washington's Mt. Hainier and 
the Puget Sourmdl) country 
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Which way will these twigs incline? 


Remember that old saying, “As the twig is 
beat... ? Tt applies just as truly to the chil- 
dren of Europe and. Asia as it does to thosn 
right here. They can grow lo strong, good 
cilinemetiipy. tir, warped ll muni saree lic, 
embittered bv constant hunger—faten fo 
‘rwolher Hiner fi fe pees frown ren li 


What vou do in this critical hour will help 
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decide theit fulure. So won't veu bark ye a 


rveTy nosihle we HLT promise fii ariel ne 


That means sharing your table, so long os 





the need is pressing. Surchy, vou ll continue 
to salvage foals, serve potatoes, save flour. Put 
dp your vegetable crop. 20 Vou Cat rive mane 
tin thu Eainergen v b eathe Collection, 

While we may serimp, cach of us will still 
eat tell, There's abundant nourishment at-your 
nd many other dairy 
e« high health value. 





markel. There's milk—s 
products — to lene rede 
Of coorer. you'll take as much care not to 


« | 
waste milk as vou wll to conserve other 


threes, fecauee it's natures moet nearly 
perfect food, milk is precious, too, Make 
every clriyp work fur en § family = well. bern, 
Pell Work, now os always, to keep il whrole- 


ENTE uri fries . 


Dedicated ta the witer use and frether unler 
tanding of demry producia ax funan fear 
aeog fise for the ferelopment af re el 


products at muueryiia . , , 2 Oo source of 


health and enduring. progress on the forms 
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frowns ond cities of America. 
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The day choice came back... 
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Siccleni|y | Leg cher 4 A, r j = : =? 9. 
1, Sudden! ene | “iar ne nv Bh | 2. For pears they'd both wantin) © Seroomectc-Curleon, And sow Bob dis 
eyes Like wv hittheey conilic, ‘Tiss peur covert that thie peur row cin cheer again. There in the beauiitul pel 
Cou) maakt Car's bizrhctar the lecthy piopertioned “| fepplewlsier chin atte FM speck searcher 

at ot ent] ' Ez". . | Z i 
mappocet ay ut ail hriechait aid record te PTecation PCNA TCO Maer APACE . s « 


coginee rsa For Strong are wire petorder.. .. 





3, Carol would thrill, Hob knew, io the delighefo) @.And there's much of porsorrow in the “New World Sif 


Latur tone af the emuin table radios mmmrveted. at the wpend, the quiet and the arotheness wih: which the 
wher Steomberc-(Caotlesy gchurve Peg teal Ts | rhe chanert ape rates newotilul cabincery Ate pote that is becuthtuhline 


Tali cma lity, 


5. And loere is chi tl Leva 1 titni harp rT itt th 

ot ae La i hor Kas 

Cay: aa frie Plep Wha Ce OCR tae err 
ek Qi r Fal Ln are i ra 
SOEs) Lactrhiry f tm Stfomperg erie 
: cera pile ky trail ose 

; PROTA af Traine) mec in 

row. Ibetier wee peu nce healer ated 


I 
i 
triake Rar chic ret A nett (ERESE SMT Coa rik: 


7 rT iy a - 

Lar keenihi fet ipa Pcl 0) treat that. Strom bere 

Larter fee catch inti recpie mom f Elicur 

Theney Can es ive Fes .., today vind eat 
ay ae bear! 





rit fhe ad ol a Pm a reery gay er Vivir Hepner -_ 


there is nothing finer than a S T R O M iB fF R G - C A R L 5 C) N 


i j pei 1 i 
ii ee | t bopii i +. I peu ; Pi en ie oe eT P - . Pp. Naw j Es Lae-n 


. Let eh L i #1 ek | I B = abi i324 a] F a 


THEY GO HAND IN HAND... 


AND 
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more than that! More deep, restful reclining seats m 
airconditioned coaches. More Meche Gils, mate Ral LROAD 
iooominodartions, New fast post-war schedules becween | . 

New York, Phila hel fo 3 SARE TOM ind the Midwesr— 
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Bementary—the way Model FE Argotlex 
shows you how to get al! the evidence. And 
evold accidental cropping of your pictures. 


For the successful solution of your picture 
problem, the Argotlex method offers the anm 
plest way yet devised for taking better pic- 
tures. You'll find two-fold economy m the 
precision built camera. First cost of this pre- 
cision built camera is low, And, when 12 ex: 





Argates Preaets Tetiag—Voour Arise 
flee wher Gdler with equechercdiime! fe 
Cen fn hte wot) thet [racer] 


nicture belie yea take Et —btofore you babe iL 


America’s First Twin-Lens Camera 








Aageies Peetrictn Foraging — WW bien ween 
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bai W Flincber, a iar the ihr pa FL Cir 


Fs ls 
ei 








posures- give you 12 good pictures—that's 
renal operating aconomy, 


And Now—Coated Lens! Your Model E Argoflez 
im now oavailabls with coated Jona. This Arcus 
eting method lets through vastly mare light 
than can be transmitted by unconted Jenses. 
Your coated lens binihes "ghost" tmapes, and 
flare. “There's new fun in picture taking, waiting 
for yoy now mt your camera dealer's. Sen the 
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PIONEERING NEW TRAILS IN RAILROADING 


[t's a for ery from early Galena and Chicago Rall- 
rid dlisye, pare the presichent uf the line mpy- 
films] the track foe the train's annronch —to 
the great € hilemee ond North Western Railway 
evatem of taday 

Like other proerecsive roads, the North Western 
Phoneered many things. [t was the fine Hne built 
an. the present Overinnd Floute, | i Bith pera 
remt radi Wily janit-thiee servioe, firwt with Pullen 
Kieebers FoI wrest, 

Qitick fo see the pdvantated in new motiven 
power, thie line turned to General Muturs Dies! 
locomotives a full decade ogo. They power its 
Tmmgue “OU” Heat ane the jointly owned Stream- 
liners to the Paciie Const. 

Here, ss for £5 major rail lines and heuwy l- 





custries, GM Dliescia have opened new frontiers 
In ce luxe passenger travel, and eet amecing new 
rocorda in the fnater, more ecient houling of 
reigrat. 


When whole fines are DDS, GM Diesel, then 
FOU realy eee ow much ther ameoth oporation, 
Sus tained hich mse, conskbttent on-time schedules 
and hide rating-and-maintenanee costa" eat 
to muilroacding and to the nation. 

When that day come, commerce, ore 
and the railroads themerlves-will indeed be far 
Inte the great new era of modern teuneertation, 

Trg ii henets flew he rence ‘fr nti non ricer by 
Hipi-toetd ooaaenger aercice before ferng 
atlidrann for motor cer hag al 
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ELECTRO.MOTIVE DIVISION 


LA GRANGE, ILL 


GENERAL MOTORS 





For many happy returna — in pleasure, 
in recreation and in health—plan a 
Flerida vacation thie fall. You will find 
yutum im Florida delightful — bright 
sunehiny divs, stiratudded nights, with 
the palms and pines still wearing their 
springtime green. Here's the perfect setting 
for the enjoyment of Florida's endless 
variety of exciting sports and wttractions, 
or for complete rest anid relaxation. 
Accommodations are more plentiful, 
transportation eoser to arrange. Have fun 
thia fall in Florida. 





Your fall trip to Florida can be far more 
than @ sound investment in health and 
recreation. There may be “many happy 
returns for ¥ou in the opportunities 
Florida has for business, in diaetry, 
agriculture and “edt pier living. Look into 
these other profitable features of Florida 
this fall. Meanwhile, get a preview of the 
pleasures that await you—mail coupon 
loday for free illustrated booket, 


FLORIDA 


THE SUNSHINE STA’ rt 
ATL THES COLAO! 
Srna wf Florida, 600 Ceommioden Pudaieg, 
Tallahassee, Florida 
Pirose send me free iWubtrated buwkter, 
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Supreme in the arts of 


public hospitality 


WALDORF-ASTORIA 


Park Avenue = 49h ro fieh = ew York 











BAUSCH 
& LOMB 





COL, comfortable, safe vision... even 
in brighrest sunliche That's senemtiflic 
glare protecoon.., by Ray-Ban San Crlasses. 
Preferred by Army, Navy, and Airline pilocs, 
4portmert. Bausch & Lomb Optical Co., 
Tt Lowell Sereer, Rochester 2, N.Y. 
Rat- Hae drei prota! i reer ire eebieeet arr 
arabic thirvach qpoeeetrrids ane! oping dates. 


BAUS G LOMB 








“ever,..waiso muchowed by “Elementary, my dear Watson” ") shall return” 
40 Many to so few" 





“Quick starts... fast warm-up... superior FIRE-POWER 
with Texaco FIRE-CHIZEF gasoline” 





Youre sicome ot VEXACO 
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FIRE CHIEF SKY CHIEF «= HAVOLINE ABD TEXACO MATAR TEXAS 
Ga SeL | HE GASOLINE MOTOR OY LUBMICATION COMPANY 


TUNE IN... . Teanco Star Theatre every Sunday nephl starring James Mellon, Sse pewapapers for time and stolons, 


CIRCULATION AT AO 
GREATER BLADE SPEED 

Oydinat i “os re fete shuolete—one durm- 
ontratioe of TORNADOPARN willl prowe if, |il's 
economicaimedt's beautifull H's thee aupork, pew 
reply ic menmer heat! 
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©. A. SUTTON CORPORATION 


PECHI A, EARS AS 


Here's your guide ta Capital Holidays, Where 


to go, what to sce...it's grand fun planning ww = ai 
with this informative, colorful FUN.-MAFP! LEAHY S HOTEL GUIDE 
Besides, it's more fun to Fly! Vow arrive "iT nm 
woner, say longer and play longer... and AND TRAVEL ATLAS 
Capituliner fares have newer been lower! Let | 


your “Magic Carpet to Happler Holidays" fist EDITION ~ 230 PAGES 





lead vou to fuller, happier days “away from | A nrg ficiar he af carro reference 

it all,” Your Capital Airlines ticket office or everyone should have 
your travel agent hasa | j, Over 20,000 hotels lied with raters and nun 
copy for you. Ask for it! ber of rooms. 


2, iown popredations with railroads. 

2. Adiroad distance map of each state. 

4, Rend-MeNally 2-color douwble- page highway 
mute of each Stim, Caruda and Mexico, 


5, 1946 dtrline routes with key to name of 


ait lines. 
5. focal pointe of iaferent of many towns and 
ME MCT CUE. 
oF rie 1, Large page stze—11 55x15 "5, 
PAP Arey ar B, Bua Chia prs of if COE aie. 


$3.00 PREPAID 


American Hotel Register Co,, Paoblishers 
Room 305 Leahy Bldg., Chicago 10, Ol. 





| (ratlenicn 
| Sercdl me Chia (i py ef dha £44 editien af Laaky'’s Hoel 
Chicdele atl Travel Alaa of iP. 
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Today more people desire o Parker “S1" than any 
other make of pen, 

Aw surveys in America and 19 forcign coun- 
trices give added proof of this preterence. For 
Bmple, American pon dealers by o margin of3,37 
tol, oane Parker the psi-wonted pen, Actually 
morve-wonled than all other makes combined. 

We sugeest you ask again fora SI", You'll sce 
its pont start matanily, glide sounsdlesaly, 

And whatsmoothness! That's becotise the “51 
is tipped with a ball of micro-polished Okimiridiom. 

Then, os vou write—magie. The wordy dev ay 
vow write! For the “5t" alone is designed for 
satisfactory use with remorkable Parker “31° Ink. 


Instantly, you realize why this pen— nude to 
precision standards —cinnot be hurried out, 
Colors: Black, Blue Cedar, Dove Gray, Cor- 
dovan Brown, $12.50: $15.00, Pencils, $*.00: 
57.40, Sem, 317.40 to $80,00, Wacumatic Pens, 
7. Pencils, S400, The Parker Pen Company, 
Janesville, Wiseonsm and Toronto, Conrado, 


5 


al 


aC —= - 


eC ull 


























= 4 iy 

2 TEeH ‘| -3 - + 2 = i 
a ee z . Fu - 8 a ‘ 
ae = ¢ 7 r : 7- SI i - 3 | 

x ee eoimece eo 
i jie) = a ba E F 7 1 i an | a a | 
aa ml r : 
= = t 4 a Pa i a a A Tt Ld | i i 

7 = : = = | 2 = | i 
a. . ham Etta rr 
2 Ba Sy eee 
pty "I ive sw mele (Oe 2 = 
a Sa 5 — " = = y ii i * “ } 
j ‘a ‘2 *] z. ‘| i 


: a te 











HILTON HOTEL 


across the nation 
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SALUTE TO THE CENTENNIAL STATE 
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Rich in minerals, abounding tn crops, Colorado 14 a land of plenty. From its 
mines come huge quantities of pald, silver, coal, zinc, molybdenum and vwa- 
nadium. Fertile valleys yield sugar beets, wheat, corn, barley, outs, fruit 
aru vegetables. Rich grazing lands support herds of sheep and cattle. And, 
with scentc prandcor and an enviable climate, the Highest State ranks high as 
a vacationland. @ In Colorado, as in every stare, U. §. F. & G. safeguards 
business. and the individual, writing practically all forms of fidelity and surety 
bonds and casualty insurance policies, 


Consult your Insurance ogent or broker oo you would your doctor of lawyer 


#/ UNITED STATES 
FIDELITY & GUARANTY CO. 
aafiliorie 


FIDELITT ANT GUVAtaNTE FIER CORPORATION 
HOME OFFICES DPALTIMORE 5, MD 








Talking Pictures 4 


into Your Home 


With the New Ampro 16 mm, Sound Pro- 
jector. You con eee and hearwhat you want 
when you wart it—through this remark- 
shile new low-coxt Amprospund “ Promier 
10. ight in your own living room—you 
can put on professional quality perfarm- 
ances — with brilliant clear pictures and 
super Lone quality. Amprog cent riulited 
control ayetem and many wunaeiel fen tures 
mike tt ccey bo set tap quite kly— simple Co 
operate. Large Lbranes of 16 mm, sound 
flims sere CE A OC eS ithe cif 
dramateec, entertaining, musica! ond oducn- 
boreal progr rena. 
















Amprosound 146 mm, “Premier 10" 


Special Armor features include: 
SHinplified Threshing Syaten, 
Centralized Cantrali. Triple 
Claw Movement, Centralized 
Othng Syatem, (puick Set-up, 
C)itiest Operation — and many 
other exclusive advantages. 
Wri lor specications, 




















to today fo 
priocs, full cbrtuils. 


Amproscond 
'Premjer fo 


Po arn, (rector 





AMPRG 


1) ibd tia. 







~ 16 pom 
1h fd. aoc 


cdbrdid 2. Ete distin, sdbiniet ,. 
eniimmerl = ajay i dimy 


eee sire .. Serra hes 





AMPRO CORPORATION, CHICAGO 16 | 


A Ganerel Precition Equipment Corperation Subsidiary 
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GREAT =. 

WAR PICTURES 
SEE the Marines attacking [wo Jima —the 
mighty Missouri firing o salvo! These exciting 
pictures are only part of this thrilling war 


picture booklet. Ask your Jocal GRAFLEA 


Desler for » FREE copy, of wend 10¢, to 
cover handling, to Ream &l, GRAFLEX, 
Inc., Rochester &, N. ¥. 


GRAFLEX, inc. 


WISIT Geafex Iefoermaotion Centers =F ) fockeleller 
Fleet, AY... aad D048 Wilabire Bled. Loa Argpeloa, Cal, 
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pressure | 
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don't worry yours is temporarily high, 


1B) lelele Ml bao CLOR RSM like steam 


in a boiler, goes up and down, so 





particularly during periods of stress. However, 


if it frequently gets above normal, or stays there, 





EAT, 3 
the heart [ [A \ 


0: 


‘must work harder and ultimate- 


ly may be impaired, The blood vessels are also 


put under greater strain which may affect eyes, 





When caught in time, high blood 


pressure may be controlled or possibly 





emia bed. 


Lan tlevation af the blood peressare develups, 
pernete medical examinations will detect it ta 
the @arly stapes aul permit your doctor toadvise 
measures Which may keep it in cheele. 

Ahedicul ecient an eontinuine tostudhy new 
methods ta combat high lied PS. Mee 
mothorities beliewes the kiclnaeye polany a Vitel puort 


in certain high blood pressure cusce and that these 


patients nay be helped throwel special diets and 
limitation of liquids. New surgical Leeliniques af 
times tare proved effective for selected cases. 
Pevchotheropy & another ooelliod under consid: 
eration, There olan is Lyeay uae thot wire ul ripe ny 
be developed whieh will be helpful. 

One honed ane forty eight life ineuraner com- 
pile? buve formed the Life Titvurnnes Medien! 


brain, kidneys, and other organs. 


Rewari Fional. Thiia Pca i rita ke rage rains Li 
help finanes research projects relating to diicases 


of the bheort aod! blood weasels, wet hare liek 


lal i] nif pire SS S-Li ri; 

Polearn more abot high blood preasure, tie effort 
aa an fifUlri, and Aone fe fi aera aural if, wend 
for Wetropeitian'a free bide SUN,“ Protecting 
Your Tear," 


Metropolitan Life 
Insurance Company 


if MUTA COMPANY) 
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Frederink 1, Ealber, ‘A 
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Lewy A. dracon, r 
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—with an instrument worthy 





of the world’s createst music. 
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America’s Friendliest Neighborhood Club... Admission 5¢ 


‘a i Tom Y CA TEL EE iw La eB Ree cornice bs ie cif 
Not tar from y¢ou tight now 1 neneb bas rd branch 
America's fnendliest club—the soda fountain, There folks pet 


to know cacn other becter, There's always something pong on 


in the friendly exchange at the sodu founmin, Over an ice-cold —_ 
5 
3 
Coca-Cola you'll hear ball pames won by proxy, elections fought 4 
bi; 


in chum nr} booths. It's the place where crverybody can food- 
Hatuneddy air their ominicrs, parade their per peeves, sitcl tell 
their Gvorice storics. Drop in and enjoy Me pudse Mad refnibes 


atl: ice-cold Coke, A nickel will let you in onthe pro ecu, 


Coke = Cocsu-Cola 
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Make Movies 


of vacation fun...in living color 






















lor your own home screen 









Meas rest re airripele o® anepeiris weth 
Loite-Rinlak, Ane mich lee expensive than 
mast poopie think ... whether vou make your 
movies tt mapihicent fillseokor Koodgehrcoe 
eri ore block onmdlewhite, Lhe roll of film will 
eet a whole week emdl— in action, in eolor— 
witli ni aetchitmnal oneal bor tinelntrie 


f corre palenter mere eerrice—herwlak, atid Kodak 
tlone, coven Vou all the eqaipoient wl servic 
needed foe leet realises (im Aoduk, world’s nut 
pearl irinwne movie comer Oya Adil: Palin, 
finished wirtthat estea chatee om ane al Aodok's 
worlds+wile vhooin col pauMaece ye  luhwrateries: aod 
A, cnieaacenger Lhe peector al abisiea's yaar 
ST one! brillioths:. Trannnutes, all 

Lak vour Kodok dealer all abwart hone ocw ia 
with (ine: Aawdlak. Ask itn alae for Keclak’s new 
freee booklet, "Thime to Wake Movies Aeain 


Ole write Eneton Kodak too. toohester 4, N.Y. 





This modest check 
is touched with Magic 


motrst cheek Just lke any other. 
Then suddenly vou realize thot the check Db touched 


You warts thi 


with magic, 

You And Sie tit has bought you eomfort and nifety 
vou. coukdn't 
contac 


ct in-spy other Wway—brourht buck 
You have bon beon ras, 


You hand te weur eve 


This magic check is the one 
conmiultunt in peturn for better vinion. Small payment 
for all the benefits of his great soentiic knowledsr 
ond his comscientious guardianship of wor eves | 
if vou do oot bave-a reeular eve consultant, 
niw—Ophthalmnlogiet or Op- 
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Hifocal Lene will be presenlied 


fo net bifocals i may be that Dew 
‘These are the 
lenses With the excluslye, almost invinble mraight-iop 
rc wel werent which we hove Jtimaiit 2) wears. 
believe that this seement £ives 
vaharper image, o larger ficld of vision and greater 
bifeacal comfort. Thousands of Optometrists and 
Uphthalmologists share our 

belief, but if 


perfecting ‘We fiom: 


yours preacribes 
another type, accept his jude- 


ment. He knows your eved! 
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Hitt feet & Boe ssl (ff 


F 1 k 
tr Tae © ae La PT 


Life looks brighter through 


Univis Bifocals 
And Trifocols 
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Soute Dakota crpebaged = You! 


Vacation fn the met reetbulrie et the Geol Black 
Hills, Pine eled petks, loch green valleys, and ail 
gudiner sports will poke this ‘verstion inte ating! 
diferens, Enjoy the many unique Woeders af the 
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CUT COPYING COSTS— 
Make Photocopies In Your 
Own usa abee bmeenyedbontag 


quickly, eusily, ot low caGt 
SAVES Ties, Maney, Laver. 


with APECO quickly 
make copies of 
LETTERS 
VALUABLE PAPERS 
BLUE PAINTS 
FINANCIAL DATA 
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Jove, Sumatra, Borneo ond other islands 
of the East Indies will play on important 
part in future international trade, They 
comtain a major portion of the world’s 
rubber, tin oiland otherraw materiala, 

Normal production cannot be re- 
sumed until orene devustated during 
the war ore rebuilt, Grent Northern 
Hoilway's Foreign Department i in 
formed that many hundred million 
dollars will be spent ta do thin job, 

lt will require huge quantities of 
machinery and supplies—many of 
which will be bought in the L/S. A. 

Much future commerce with the 
East Indies will fow through porta of 
the Pacific Northwest and Californias, 
‘these gpatewaya to the Onent are 
served with dependable transprorta- 
tion by farest Northern HRailway, an 
“old hand™ in Pacifle trade. 

Consnle: BH. G:; DOW, View President, 
Forvign Department, 253 Hroodway, New 
York 7, NW. ¥.,6. PF. HARDY, Gen Freight 
Traffic Mannger, 175 East 404 Sireet, St. 
Pao) 1, Minn, W. RK. DALE, Fareign 
Freight Agent, 4th Avenue and Union 
Street, Sootiln), Wash... RW. TRAYNOR, 
Import and Export Agent, 105 Weat 
Adame Strort, Chicage 3, [linoia, cm Crreus 
Northern freight trafic ropresentatives In 
enore than a0 elties in the United State 
and Canada, 
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